Walsall 

CHRONICLE 


Thursday, December 10,2015 Read by more than 68,000 people Price when sold 60p 


Crunch meeting will decide on move to save £1.2m 

AXE MAY FALL ON 
42 COUNCIL JOBS 


Report by Jordan Harris 


TODAY more than 40 work¬ 
ers at Walsall Council will find 
out their fate as chiefs look 
to save £1.2 million from its 
adult social care budget by 
axing jobs. 

Proposals have been tabled to make 
£1.19m savings in 2016-2017, with 42 
jobs being lost if the plans are given 
the go ahead at today’s meeting. 

Council chiefs say the savings to the service 
will come from a ‘restructure and efficiency 
programme’. Voluntary organisations are set 
to be asked to contribute to fill the gaps left by 
the job losses. 

Bosses believe that they may be able to get 
access to funding for staff that the council 
wouldn’t. The adult social care budget is sup¬ 
posed to be used to help with the general health 
and wellbeing of people by giving them more 
opportunities to get into work, socialise and 
learn new skills through ‘day opportunities’. 

A statement attached to the report set to be 
discussed later reads: “Day opportunities and 
employment services are not a statutory func¬ 
tion but these services contribute to a statutory 
support plan for those who are eligible. There¬ 
fore the reduction in these services may have 
an adverse effect upon the nature and cost of 
their support. 

Funding 

“This can be mitigated by partnerships with 
voluntary sector organisations who will be 
readily available to tap into funding for employ¬ 
ment services the council may not be able to.” 

The wider effect of Walsall Council cuts will 
see libraries close, council tax rise and more 
jobs go as the authority looks to make £25m 
in cuts and savings over the next year. Coun¬ 
cil leader Mike Bird previously warned that 
the authority’s financial future was becoming 
‘dire’ as he revealed plans to slash the budget 
in 2016/17 in October. 

The budget will include a 1.99 per cent rise 
in council tax - the absolute maximum the au¬ 
thority can impose without resorting to a ref¬ 
erendum. 

Councillor Bird said the cuts were an inevita¬ 
ble consequence of people in the borough living 
longer and taking advantage of council social 
care. 

He said: “Sadly we are in the same situation 
as a lot of local authorities faced with govern¬ 
ment cutbacks and we are trying to make our 
pounds go that little bit further. 

“People are living longer and we have a duty 
to look after adults in our care.” 


BJORN TO BE WILD AS SHOPPING PUT ON ICE 



Shoppers are wowed by an animatronoic polar bear which has been at the Old Square Shopping Centre in Walsall 


IT was the last thing shoppers expected to 
face when Chrismas shopping in Walsall. 
Bjorn, a life-size polar bear which moved, 
blinked and even made noises, was on view 
at the town’s Old Square shopping centre at 
the weekend. 

The bear proved the star attraction for 
children on Sunday. As well as having their 
pictures taken with the bear, children also 
learned about the bears and their Arctic life. 

The bear is a fully animated pod puppet 
with a performer inside operating all the 
movements, which include the facial ani¬ 


mations and opening of the mouth. He was 
joined by herder Ursula. There were three 
fascinating nature documentary style talks 
on polar bears and their environment during 
the day. 

The children learned about the world’s 
largest land carnivore, their unique habitat 
and the danger they face from global warm¬ 
ing. Some children had the opportunity to 
stroke the bear. 

To help set the scene he had a specially 
built inflatable ice sculpture environment. 
Old Square centre manager Linda Brawn 


said: “We were really looking forward to 
Bjorn visiting Old Square and it was great to 
have him here. 

“It is a truly stunning polar bear and shop¬ 
pers were as fascinated as I was. It was a great 
event to come to Walsall and put everyone in 
some festive cheer. 

“The bear is that realistic many customers 
thought it was the real thing. 

“The show was amazing and it was won¬ 
derful to welcome Bjorn and Ursula to Old 
Square. Children, shoppers and our retailers 
were totally enthralled by the shows.” 


EDUCATION 

Schools revolution 
needed in borough 

WALSALL ‘must have an education revolu¬ 
tion’ after a damning Ofsted report claimed 
primary schools in the borough are among 
the worst in the country. The education 
watchdog revealed recently the borough 
slumped to 143rd place out of 150 local au¬ 
thorities for youngsters attending good or 
outstanding primary schools. 

Councillor Doug James said: “Walsall 
must have an education revolution. For 
far too long the Annual Walsall schools re¬ 
port card has been a dull echo of previous 
missed opportunities.” 

• Pledge - Page 5 

HERITAGE 

Just the ticket for a 
fare old singalong 

A MUSICAL festive event will be held at 
Aston Manor Road Transport Museum in 
Aldridge on Saturday. 

There will also be a community Christ¬ 
mas singalong by the museum’s tradi¬ 
tional village street scene. Tickets are 
£6 and include entry and donation to the 
museum, entertainment, welcome drink 
and mince pie and a free bus collec¬ 
tion pick-up from Walsall via Rushall, or 
Brownhills via Streets Corner. For time¬ 
tables and tickets visit www.aldridgearts. 
co.uk or call Aldridge Arts on 01922 456 
742. 

MEMORIAL 

Town hall service to 
remember loved ones 

A TREE of remembrance at Walsall Town 
Hall will give residents the chance to com¬ 
memorate their loved ones in the run-up to 
Christmas. An afternoon of music, carols, 
poems and prayers is being held at the 
venue on Sunday with visitors invited to 
hang cards on the tree. 

Organised and hosted by the Midcounties 
Co-operative Funeralcare branch on Hath- 
erton Street, the event starts at 2pm and is 
led by Revs John Davies, Carlton Turner and 
Phil Thomas. 

As part of the event, guests will be invited 
to donate to the St Giles Hospice ‘Light Up a 
Life’ campaign. 
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NEIGHBOURS 
RALLY ROUND 



abbey blinds j| abbey curtains abbey cushions 



WE MANUFACTURE, 
SUPPLY & FIT 
Curtains • Cushions 
Perfect Fit - Intu 
Vertical - Venetian 
Blackout - Roman 
Roller • Pleated 
Conservatory Blinds 


abbey blinds 

25-28 Elmore Green Road 

Bloxwich 

Walsall 

WS3 2HW 

www.blindsbyabbey.co.uk 
showroom 9am-5pm Mon-Sat 

0800 0194655 
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Express A Star 


EVERY DAY 


PETER RHODES 

The man 
who takes 
a sideways 
look at life 


EVERY SATURDAY 


NIGEL HASTILOW 

He always 
tackles the 
hoi loi 
head-on 




Couple handed 15-year animal ban 



The cat which was put down 


A COUPLE have been banned from 
keeping animals for 15 years after 
their pet cat had to be put down be¬ 
cause of neglect. 

The pair left the cat trapped in a flat 
in Willenhall with no food or water for 
48 hours. 

The one-year-old black moggy was 
found collapsed and covered in faeces 
and urine when an RSPCA inspector 
called at Abigail Clemson’s former 
apartment. 

An examination by a vet showed the 
animal had been suffering for several 


weeks, magistrates heard. The creature 
weighed just over 1kg, and was in such 
a collapsed state it had to be put down 
to prevent further suffering. 

Magistrates heard how the cat had 
been left at Clemson’s former home 
while spending more time at partner 
Thomas Webster’s home in Codsall. 

Both Webster, aged 21, of Arps Road, 
and Clemson, also 21, of the same ad¬ 
dress, were convicted of causing unnec¬ 
essary suffering. 

The couple had told RSPCA staff in 
interview they had found the cat as a 


stray and taken pity on it. Ms Leves- 
ley said: “How long they thought the 
kitten could go without food, I don’t 
know.There is absolutely no excuse for 
something like this to happen.” 

Webster was given a 15-year ban, a 
12-month community order and or¬ 
dered to pay £510 costs at Birmingham 
Magistrates’ Court. Clemson was also 
banned for 15 years with a 12-month 
community order and costs of £560. 

In separate hearings, Clemson 
pleaded guilty to the offence while Web¬ 
ster was found guilty following a trial. 


Surgery procedures 
changed over death 

AN elderly woman died just days 
after ringing up for a medical ap¬ 
pointment - only to be told they 
were too busy to fit her in, an in¬ 
quest heard. 

Northgate Medical Centre in 
Aldridge says it has made robust 
changes to its procedures following 
Winifred Conlon’s death. 

Black Country Senior Coroner Zafa Sid- 
dique ruled Mrs Conlon died of natural 
causes and nothing could have been done 
to prevent the 74-year-old’s death. 

But the inquest heard how Mrs Conlon’s 
husband John was told by the medical cen¬ 
tre she could not be seen in the days before 
she died. 

The hearing was told how Mrs Conlon 
suffered with severe rheumatoid arthritis 
and had quickly deteriorated after cutting 
her leg then developing an infection. 

A nurse attended her home in Stonnall 
Road to apply a dressing to the wound but 
family members became concerned for Mrs 
Conlon’s health over the next couple of 
days and wanted her to see a doctor. 

However, they were told she could not be 
seen as the surgery was too busy. 

A few days later, Mrs Conlon was admit¬ 
ted to Walsall Manor Hospital where she 
continued to deteriorate before dying on 
October 14. 

Mr Conlon told the inquest at Smeth¬ 
wick Council House: “They said they were 
too busy and couldn’t fit us in. We asked if 
there was another nurse available but she 
sent a message back via reception saying 
they can’t do it.” 

Dr Arun Singal, from the Northgate 
Medical Centre, told the hearing changes 
had now been made to ensure anybody 
wanting to get an appointment will at least 
speak to their GP before the end of the 
same day, even if they can’t see them in 
person. 

He said: “I spoke to the staff involved 
and wanted to establish why things didn’t 
work out this time. Staff were inundated 
with their workload. On that day there 
were lots of extra patients. On that par¬ 
ticular day there wasn’t an appointment 
available but we should have done more 
and I accept that.” 

Black Country Senior Coroner Zafar Sid- 
dique recorded a verdict of death by natu¬ 
ral causes. 



Walsall born-and-bred, Winifred Archer, of Holston Close, Heath Hayes, who has celebrated her 100th birthday 


STANDING with her mother and 
sister, a two-year-old Winnie Arch¬ 
er shows a wary smile as she peers 
up at the photographer. 

Best part of a century on, 
100-year-old Winnie Archer is still 
smiling as she poses with a card 
from the Queen to celebrate her 
landmark birthday. 

The centenarian, who now lives 
in Heath Hayes, was born and bred 
in Walsall. Her parents were called 
Annie and Frederick Hewines. 

She spent many of her early 


years working at a town printing 
factory in Midland Road. 

Mrs Archer then met her hus- 
band-to-be William Archer and the 
couple married in 1953 in Heath 
Hayes, with Winnie leaving her 
job to work at the family butchers, 
known as Archer’s, in Hednesford 
Road. 

She said: “I don’t remember 
much about the wedding day other 
than the weather was bad. I left 
the factory when we got married to 
help him in the butcher’s. We were 


busy there all of the while with the 
shop. 

“We put a lot of hard work into 
it, it certainly kept is busy. It was 
hard particularly in those days 
when everything was rationed.” 

William died of a heart attack 
aged 66 in 1975, prompting Winnie 
to downsize to her bungalow. 

She added: “I have been on my 
own a long time since William 
passed away. We got together quite 
late so we never had any children, 
unfortunately.” 


£65111 work 
to free up 
congestion 
at junction 

WORK will start on a £65million over¬ 
haul of the M6 Junction 10 island in 
2018, it has been announced. 

The Highways England wants to cut 
down the congestion which cripples the 
island and motorway every day. 

In partnership with Walsall Council, a 
consultation has been launched on two 
possible schemes. 

The two options are for a two four line 
motorway bridges over the junction or 
two curved four lane bridges. 

Both schemes will take two years to 
build. 

The bridges for the new junction 
would be built next to the existing 
bridge, keeping the motorway and junc¬ 
tion open. 

There will be lane closures. 

Walsall Council, Highways England 
and the Black Country Local Enterprise 
Partnership revealed the two preferred 
options last week. 

A seven week consultation has been 
launched and will run until January 24. 

The junction is one of the busiest in 
the country and around 8,000 vehicles 
travel through it at peak times. 

The improvements would see the junc¬ 
tion have the capacity to handle around 
10,500 vehicles an hour. 

Improvement works would also take 
place on the adjacent junction of Wolver¬ 
hampton Road and Bloxwich Lane and 
also along a short section of the A454 
Black Country Route. 

It is part of a £1.2billion plan by High¬ 
ways England for roads across the West 
Midlands over the next five years. 

Weather blows 
out switch-on 

WALSALL’S Christmas lights turn-on 
was called off at the 11th hour following 
forecasts of 40mph hour winds. 

A three-hour programme of entertain¬ 
ment was also cancelled. 

The event, which coincided with the 
start of late-night shopping, had been 
due to take place between 4-7pm on 
Thursday at The Bridge, with activities 
including children’s fairground rides, 
face painting and a 40ft bouncy slide. 

Council bosses have assured the pub¬ 
lic the event will go ahead in the near 
future. 

Deputy leader Adrian Andrew said: 
“It is disappointing that we had to can¬ 
cel the event at such short notice. 

“I think a lot of events across the 
Black Country have suffered from poor 
weather in recent weeks.” 

Musical treat due 
at hall festivities 

A BRASS band and organist will be the 
stars of this year’s Christmas Show at 
Darlaston Town Hall tonight. The Sal¬ 
vation’ Army’s West Midlands Fellow¬ 
ship Band and organist Mervin Jones 
perform. Tickets cost £3 on the door and 
the entertainment starts at 1.30pm. 


Walsall: 01922 455018 

Wolverhampton: 01902 582051 
24 Hr Number: 07853 248056 


CALL NOW FOR SPECIAL OFFERS ON ALL 
WINDOWS THROUGHOUT DECEMBER 
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from Concept Blinds 


Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 




• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5815270 

Open Seven Days a Week 
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RAC staff 
have new 
bosses in 
£l.4bn deal 

MORE than 700 RAC workers in Wal¬ 
sall are under new bosses after the 
roadside rescue service was sold in 
deal thought to value the business at 
£1.4 billion. 

CVC, the European investment 
group, has bought just under half the 
business from private equity group 
Carlyle, which has owned the RAC 
since 2011. 

The RAC’s landmark control room 
overlooking the M6 between junctions 
8 and 9, at Bescot in Walsall, is part of 
its headquarters operations centre on 
Brockhurst Crescent employing 750 
people. 

The organisation employs around 
4,000 people in all and last year its 
1,500 patrols attended about 2.3 mil¬ 
lion roadside breakdowns 

The other major shareholder in 
the business is Singapore sover¬ 
eign wealth fund GIC, which bought 
nearly half the company from Car¬ 
lyle last year. The latest deal means 
Carlyle has sold up all its interest in 
the UK’s second biggest breakdown 
recovery group which it originally 
bought from insurance giant Aviva 
for around £lbn. 

CVC, which is the biggest share¬ 
holder in Formula One, bought its 
stake in the RAC using its new Stra¬ 
tegic Opportunities Platform which 
it has set up for longer term invest¬ 
ments. 

The 118-year-old RAC currently 
has 8.6 million members. Since it was 
bought by Carlyle its revenues have 
risen to £498 million in 2014 from 
£417m in 2010. 

Wider accolade 
for care scheme 

A SCHEME created in Walsall to im¬ 
prove care for people with terminal 
illnesses has won international rec¬ 
ognition. 

The initiative, which was designed 
by the Walsall Healthcare NHS Trust 
alongside the Walsall Clinical Com¬ 
missioning Group, enables NHS med¬ 
ical consultants to refer patients to 
St Giles Walsall Hospice, instead of 
admitting them to hospital. 

The scheme came third in the Inter¬ 
national Journal of Palliative Nursing 
Development Awards 2015. 

Helen Reeves, Nurse Manager at 
St Giles Walsall Hospice, said: “It is 
a great honour for us to be recognised 
for our work and it’s encouraging we 
are influencing the way palliative and 
end-of-life care is carried out.” 

Rail bridge work 
to see road shut 

A ROAD closure will be in place on 
a busy Bloxwich route this weekend 
with rail bridge replacement works 
taking place. Croxdene Avenue, be¬ 
tween the junctions of Mulberry Road 
and Central Drive, will be closed from 
8pm on Saturday until 9am Sunday. 


Roadie Noddy spills beans 


on Plant 


NEWS IN BRIEF 



Former Slade singer Noddy Holder 


THEY are two of the biggest stars the 
Black Country has produced - and 
now Walsall’s own Noddy Holder has 
reminisced about the times he spent 
as a roadie for a young Robert Plant. 

The former Slade frontman used to 
drive the Led Zeppelin singer around 
the Wolverhampton scene in his fa¬ 
ther’s window-cleaning van when 
he was in an early band called The 
Tennessee Teens. And Noddy said 
Plant would often take female fans 
into the back of the van ‘with the 
window-cleaning ladders and buckets 
banging all around him’. He added: “I 


went to see Led Zeppelin when they 
played Earls Court, not long after we 
did. Robert went: ‘I see my ex-roadie’s 
in tonight, Noddy Holder!’ and they 
did Kashmir for me.” 

Noddy, from Caldmore, is promot¬ 
ing a new collection of the albums and 
singles from the band’s early 70s hey¬ 
day - and admits some people think 
he ‘only comes out at Christmas’ 
when the classic Merry Xmas Every¬ 
body is a fixture on the airwaves. 

He said: “We had 40-odd hits and 
people still think the Christmas re¬ 
cord was the one, but it’s been good to 


us. You wouldn’t believe the offers I 
get in December. I appear as Santa for 
charity, reindeer and everything, but 
people think I live in a cave all year 
and come out in December, shouting: 
‘It’s Chriiisstmasss!”’ 

And he has spoken of his pride at 
being given the Freedom of Walsall 
last year - and joked the title had 
plenty of perks. Apparently this en¬ 
titles me to lead sheep through the 
town, carry a rifle as long as it’s got 
a bayonet fixed and demand a free 
drink in any pub in town,” he said. 
“There’s a lot of pubs in Walsall!” 


Killer son loses fight 
to get his inheritance 


A SON who beat his elderly mother 
to death after becoming her carer 
has failed in a High Court bid to in¬ 
herit her money. 

Ian Henderson had become used to his 
devoted mother Lilian caring for him at 
their home in Walsall - but became over¬ 
whelmed when the roles were reversed. 

In April 2013, he beat 
the frail 86-year-old so 
hard that she only briefly 
regained consciousness 
before dying in hospital. 

Henderson, aged 63, 
who has mental issues, 
admitted manslaughter 
at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court in September last 
year and was sent to a 
mental hospital. 

Following her death, 
£35,000 in cash was found 
at the home they shared in Stephenson Avenue, 
Beechdale. She left an estate worth an esti¬ 
mated £150,000 which her son has since fought 
to inherit. Now the High Court has ruled that 
he is not entitled to a penny and the inheritance 
will go instead to Mrs Henderson’s nephew, Ju¬ 
lian Wilcox. 

Judge David Clarke said that despite his men¬ 
tal health problems, Henderson knew that the 
vicious attack on his mother was wrong. 

He subjected her to a series of assaults over 
several months until finally he punched her so 
hard that it broke her ribs and caused internal 
bleeding. A neighbour heard her screaming. She 
was airlifted to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in 
Birmingham but died there two weeks later. 

Judge Clarke said Henderson had about 
£40,000 of his own after his mother’s death, in¬ 
cluding half the cash found in the house. How¬ 
ever he had spent all but £5,000 on his legal 
battle. The judge pointed to an ancient rule of 
law that killers automatically forfeit any right 
to financially benefit from the death of their vic¬ 
tims. The court had power to waive the rule, but 
decided against it. 

Judge Clarke said that although Henderson 
had mental health problems, it could not excuse 
his actions. He said: “It is plain that Ian knew 
that his actions in assaulting his mother were 
wrong, and yet he continued. He shouted at his 
mother and verbally abused her. He bullied her, 
effectively, into silence and denial of his actions 
and took advantage of her weakness.” 



Ian Henderson 


£800 raised for raid victim, 87 



Margaret Devey, aged 87, with Mandy Gregory who set up a crowd-funding page which raised £800 


AN 87-YEAR-OLD woman whose 
house was raided by burglars has 
thanked neighbours who clubbed 
together to raise more than £800 
to help her get through Christmas. 

Margaret Devey had £1,000 
worth of precious jewellery and 
£500 Christmas spending money 
stolen from her Beechdale home 
on the evening of November 25. 
She was out at the time but when 
she returned from a trip to Mat- 
tesley Court care home in Mossley 
on the ring-and-ride service, the 
driver noticed her security light 
didn’t come on as she walked 
through her front gate. 


The pair quickly realised that 
her home had been broken into. 

When police arrived, she went 
inside to see her home had been 
turned upside down by the thieves. 
She said: “I couldn’t even get to the 
window in my bedroom because of 
the mess. My husband Morris died 
last year and he would always buy 
me jewellery for Christmas. They 
took a ring he gave me for our 60th 
anniversary, a locket, three brace¬ 
lets and a necklace.” 

Neighbour Mandy Gregory set 
up a crowd funding page on Just 
Giving, asking for people to make 
donations so that Margaret could 


still buy presents for her family. In 
just over a week, more than £800 
has been donated. 

Margaret said: “I have never 
know anything like it, people have 
been so kind to me.” 

Mrs Gregory, who set up the 
page, said: “We just want Mrs 
Devey to know there are a lot of 
people who do care about our es¬ 
tate and our older residents.” 

Local councillor Tina Jukes has 
also arranged for a call alarm to be 
delivered. 

To donate visit https://crowd- 
funding.justgiving.com/man- 
dy-gregory 


Joseph's on the 
festive button 

FORMER X Factor star Joseph 
Whelan visited the Manor Hospi¬ 
tal to flick the switch for its festive 
lights. The Wolverhampton singer, 
whose son was born at the hospital, 
was greeted by 
huge cheers from 
waiting patients, 
visitors, staff and 
fans. 

He was helped 
by four-year-old 
patient Mortimer 
Cash on Friday 
to switch on 
the lights at the 
end of an all day 
event organised 
by the trust. 

Speaking after the event, Joseph 
said: “I was happy to come and turn 
on the Christmas lights here. 

“It’s been a while since I was at the 
Manor and it’s really changed over 
the years. I had to apologise about the 
Walsall traffic that made me a little bit 
late but I hope the crowd forgave me.” 

Theatre's turn 
again for panto 

ALDRIDGE Youth Theatre’s annual 
pantomime this year is Dick Whit¬ 
tington. 

In the New Year, the hero, aided by 
his cat and the fairy Bow Bells, battles 
it out with King Rat and dim-witted 
pirates to win the heart of his boss’ 
daughter, Alice. 

Written by Neville Ellis and di¬ 
rected by Dexter Whitehead, the show 
runs in January 2016 from 8-9th, 14- 
16th and 21-23rd. All performances 
start 7.30pm with Saturday matinees 
at 2.30pm. Tickets are £9 adults or £8 
with concessions. Call 01922 458615 

Latest plans for 
electrification 

SAFETY enhancements will be made 
to the footbridge at Rugeley Railway 
Station, under new plans. 

Network Rail want to carry out the 
work which will form part of the £76 
million electrification of the Chase 
Line between the town and Walsall. 

At the moment the steel panels ei¬ 
ther side of the bridge rise to 5.3ft tall 
but they need to be removed and re¬ 
placed with ones that are 5.9ft to meet 
national safety standards for electri¬ 
fied railways. 

Petition launched on 
future of empty flats 

A PETITION has been launched to 
convince a housing group to do some¬ 
thing about flats in Walsall that have 
stood empty for around 15 years. 

The flats are located above shops on 
Poets Corner, New Invention and so 
far 150 people have asked for some¬ 
thing to be done. 

Willenhall North Councillor Adam 
Hicken said: “I myself was on the 
housing list for a couple of years and 
know how hard it is for people to find 
a suitable home to live in.” 



Singer Joseph Whe¬ 
lan with the button 
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GROUND FORCE 



Car Parks, Forecourts • Tarmac 

Complete Front & Back • Gravelling 

Garden Landscaping • Trees Lopped 

We also build extensions • Quality Paving 

& conservatories • Cotswold Stoning 

20% discount • Ornamental Walls 


All Work Carries 10 Year Guarantee 


01922 405760 / 07720 348338 

www.arrysgroundforce.co.uk 


WALSALL 

GARDEN CENTRE 

SALE NOW ON 

50% off 

all Shrubs and Perennials 


Christmas Shop Now Open 




10% Off Selected Blinds & Curtains. 


Call today 01902 609800 or click 
www.camberleycurtains.co.uk 



Choose from 1,000 Fabrics 
at your home or office 

We fit so you don’t have to 
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► Venetians! 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER 

RHODES 



ONE of the outstanding moments of the 
Commons debate on whether to bomb 
Syria was the short, straightforward 
speech by Dan Jarvis, reminding us that 
this plain-speaking 43-year-old ex-soldier 
would make a formidable Labour Party 
leader. There is still time. 


Foster couple step down after 30 years 


FOR 30 years Lil and Trevor Da¬ 
vis have put a roof over the head of 
more than 50 children - while also 
giving them love and care to help 
them bounce back in their lives. 

Now, following the three decades 
of providing help given to the young 
people, the selfless couple have de¬ 
cided it’s time to step down from fos¬ 
tering. The pair from Brownhills are 
now taking up a part-time advisory 


role with Walsall Council’s fostering 
team. To mark their retirement from 
fostering, the couple were presented 
with a cake and received praise from 
borough bosses. 

They are now calling on more peo¬ 
ple to take up fostering. Mr Davis 
said: “There are children in Walsall 
who urgently need the security and 
warmth of a supportive family home. 

“You can really make a difference 


to the life chances of the children 
placed with you. It can be challeng¬ 
ing at times but it is a job that re¬ 
wards like no other.” A celebratory 
lunch was held at Essington Lodge 
to mark the end of Lil and Trevor’s 
time as foster carers. 

To become a foster carer for Wal¬ 
sall Council, call Family Placements 
Service on 0800 923 3706 or emailing 
fosteringinwalsall@walsall.gov.uk 



Lil and Trevor Davies, from Walsall 


CAMPAIGNERS claim that two curry 
restaurants in Britain close every week be¬ 
cause of a shortage of trained chefs from 
the Indian sub-continent. The answer, they 
insist, is to relax UK migration rules to al¬ 
low in more skilled chefs. Their argument is 
that only Indian, Bangladeshi, Pakistani or 
Kashmiri-born cooks could possibly have 
the necessary skills. What a load of bun¬ 
kum. For a start, this argument is vaguely 
racist. Imagine the fury if anyone suggest¬ 
ed that only somebody born in England 
could cook fish and chips, or that hag¬ 
gis-stuffing jobs were reserved exclusively 
for Scotsmen. Secondly, if the restaurants 
raised their wages, they might have less 
difficulty recruiting staff. It’s hardly surpris¬ 
ing there’s a shortage of chefs if restaurant 
owners continue to exclude half the avail¬ 
able population. When did you last see a 
female chef in a curry house? 

IS anyone surprised that scrapping the 
vehicle tax disc has been followed by a 
doubling in the number of untaxed cars on 
the road to more than half a million? If you 
make it easy to get away with tax dodging, 
people will dodge taxes. Does anyone in 
Whitehall have a brain? 

A FRIEND is hobbling around and pop¬ 
ping Ibuprofen. 
Why is it that 
all the condi¬ 
tions we used 
to laugh about 
in Les Daw¬ 
son’s comedy 
routines - gout, 
bunions, lum¬ 
bago and sci¬ 
atica - are so 
damn painful in real life? 

A LABOUR MP says it’s time to find a 
gender-neutral word to replace “fisher¬ 
man.” She is promptly deluged with sug¬ 
gestions including “fish stranglers” and 
“fisherdudes.” My favourite so far is “cod- 
botherers.” 

A READER says the sadness and solem¬ 
nity of recent events have been spoiled by 
the computer-generated news subtitles on 
his TV. “Paris attacks” appeared as “Parrot 
attacks,” “Charles de Gaulle” as “Sure oth¬ 
er goal” and “responsibility” as “portabili¬ 
ty.” Fie was fascinated to read that it was 
“not possible to bum from 30,000 feet.” 
Bomb, apparently. 

MEANWFIILE, over on Channel 5. 
11.40am, Film: Annie Claus is Coming to 
Town. 1.30pm, Film: The Christmas Shep¬ 
herd. 3.10pm. Film: Finding Mrs Claus. 
5.10pm, Film: Christmas in Conway. All 
together, now: It’s beginning to feel a lot 
like overkill. 



Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 


Free swimming offer 
for children is sunk 


By Marion Brennan 


FREE swimming sessions 
for children have been 
scrapped in Walsall as the 
borough’s hard-up coun¬ 
cil looks to cut millions of 
pounds from its budget. 

The move marks the end of 
seven years of free swimming 
for under-16s. The scheme was 
introduced to improve young¬ 
sters’ health and help cash- 
strapped families. 

Walsall-born paralympic gold 
medallist Elbe Simmonds backed 
the initiative when it was launched 
in 2008. 

Borough bosses had pledged to 
continue funding the scheme until 
at least April next year but the plug 
is now being pulled on the sessions. 

They claim the scheme was no 
longer financially viable and, from 
January 1, a standard fee of £2 will 
be introduced for children to swim 
at any of the borough’s baths. 

Offers 

Councillor Anthony Harris, lei¬ 
sure chief, said the council, along 
with Public Health England, had 
spent £700,000 on the free swim¬ 
ming programme but that it was 
‘not sustainable in the current cli¬ 
mate’ to continue funding at that 
level. He described the new charge 
as still one of the lowest in the West 
Midlands. 

“Walsall has to save £85million 
over the next four years and unfor¬ 
tunately we can no longer afford to 
continue with free swimming,” said 
Councillor Harris. 

“We are committed to encourag¬ 
ing as many children to swim as reg¬ 
ularly as possible and will continue 
to support those children and fami¬ 
lies that want to exercise.” 

He said the council’s leisure dis¬ 
count scheme, Move-It, would still 
be available for £1 a visit, which 
represented ‘fantastic value’. More 
than 30,000 children have taken ad¬ 
vantage of the scheme since it was 
rolled out at Walsall Gala Baths, 
Oak Park Leisure Centre and Dar- 
laston Swimming Pool. 


Saddlers star kicks off YMCA base 



Deputy mayor of Walsall Kath Phillips and Walsall FC player Romaine Sawyers, officially open the new YMCA 
building on Green Lane, Walsall, with Nathan Moseley, aged 18 and Dexter Watton, 17 


A NEW shelter for homeless young people has been 
opened by a Walsall FC star, with owners declaring they 
want to ‘make a difference’. 

The new YMCA building on Green Lane was officially 
unveiled last week in an event attended by deputy mayor 
Kath Phillips and Saddlers midfielder Romaine Sawyers. 

The centre, called First Base, boasts 21 rooms, com¬ 
munal kitchen facilities and relaxation areas, with 19 
people aged between 16 and 25 already moved in. 

People can be referred to the shelter by the local coun¬ 
cil or police force and the service has created nine jobs 
for the borough. Sally Cowan, head of housing and youth 
with the YMCA Black Country, said: “We believe there 
is a need for a service like this in Walsall and we want to 
make a difference by helping young people in the area. 


There are all manner of reasons why people end up in 
a situation where they need our help and we want to 
make sure we are there for them. It was great to have 
representatives from the local council and football team 
come along to our official opening, we are very grateful 
for their support.” 

Young people who need to use the YMCA facility can 
stay there for up to two years, where they will receive 
help in terms of finding work and integrating with the 
wider community. Steve Clay, Chief Executive of the 
YMCA Black Country, said: “I am delighted to have offi¬ 
cially opened First Base in Walsall. 

“There is a real need in Walsall to support homeless 
young people and we aim to play a big part in that for 
years to come.” 


No custody 
for teen who 
used iron bar 
during attack 

A TEENAGER who hit a man on the 
head with an iron bar outside a park 
has been spared an immediate custo¬ 
dial sentence. 

Waheed Ayub, of Westbourne 
Street, Walsall, carried out the attack 
in Dale Street outside Palfrey Park, 
Walsall, in broad daylight. 

Prosecuting, Miss Fiona Cortese 
said the victim, a Mr Hussain, was 
known to Ayub and there was bad 
blood between the pair. 

At Wolverhampton Crown Court, 
Ayub was given a suspended 26-week 
sentence having previously admit¬ 
ted assault occasioning actual bodily 
harm. The 19-year-old was told he 
would have to carry out 125 hours 
of unpaid work, pay a £900 criminal 
court charge and pay £500 compensa¬ 
tion to Mr Hussain. 

Miss Cortese told the court the pair 
had known each other for around 
three years before the attack on April 
26. Leaving the park just after 3pm, 
Ayub and a friend spotted Mr Hussain 
walking towards them. 

The meeting ended with Ayub 
striking Mr Hussain with an iron bar 
to the left side of his head, leaving a 
lcm wound, said Miss Cortese. 

Ayub had left the scene by the time 
police arrived but was spotted as of¬ 
ficers escorted the victim to hospital 
and was arrested. 

Defending, Miss Samantha Powis, 
said her client had no previous con¬ 
victions and it had been an isolated 
incident. “This is a young man who 
could do well,” she said. “There is a 
future for him.” 

Special award 
in Joel's honour 

BLACK Country Tunisian terror at¬ 
tack victim Joel Richards has been 
recognised with a posthumous award. 

Football referee Joel, from Wednes- 
bury, was killed alongside uncle 
Adrian Evans, grandfather Patrick 
Evans and 35 others in Sousse, Tuni¬ 
sia, this year. The 19-year-old’s fam¬ 
ily is to be presented with BBC Get 
Inspired Unsung Hero Special Award, 
recognising his dedication to sport. 

It comes after the new Wednesbury 
Leisure Centre’s sport hall was named 
after him. Suzanne, his mother, said: 
“The community, as well as his friends 
and family, have lost so much.” 

Rebecca Foster, who led Joel on his 
PE course at Worcester University, 
said: “He was a very talented referee, 
and I know that the FA probably 
would have head hunted him.” 

Recording studio 
opens up in town 

A NEW recording studio has opened 
in Walsall. Bay Ten Studios is located 
inside JJM Rehearsal Rooms on Pool 
Street. The studio is now open and 
taking bookings. There are special in¬ 
troductory rates for all JJM Studios’ 
members - visit www.bayten.co.uk 
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Crackdown 
on drivers 
under the 
influence 

MOTORISTS who get behind the 
wheel while high on drugs or drunk 
will be targeted by police as part of a 
month-long Christmas crackdown. 

West Midlands Police and the Cen¬ 
tral Motorway Police Group (CMPG) 
have secured £40k to carry out road¬ 
side drug tests. Officers have also re¬ 
leased video of a van driver swerving 
all over the M5 in the Black Country 
to highlight drink-driving dangers. 

The driver, who was almost three 
times the drink-drive limit, led of¬ 
ficers on a pursuit from near Frankley 
Services and hit speeds of over 80mph 
on October 20 this year. He stopped 
near junction two at Oldbury. 

The driver, aged 34 from Shrews¬ 
bury, was disqualified from driving 
for two years and given a 12-month 
community order; he was also given a 
bill of £245 after being taken to court. 

Last Christmas 2,437 motorists 
stopped for breath tests, with 285 
providing a positive test or failed to 
provide a sample. This was followed 
by a summer crackdown which saw 
Central Motorway Police Group of¬ 
ficers making 69 drink-drive arrests 
from 259 breath tests. 

Inspector Greg Jennings, from the 
Central Motorway Police Group, said: 
“Christmas time is always a peak pe¬ 
riod for us, with so many people out 
celebrating and perhaps behaving dif¬ 
ferently to normal. Combining drink 
and illegal drugs is especially deadly 
- it has been found that drivers who 
have consumed both are 23 times 
more likely to be involved in a fatal 
crash than sober drivers.” 

Advice at hand 
on heirlooms 

OWNERS of antiques and precious 
objects will be able to find out how to 
look after their heirlooms and prized 
possessions during an ‘ask the expert’ 
event at Walsall’s Leather Museum. 

There will be two sessions from 
11am until 1pm and from 2pm until 
4pm tomorrow, Friday. 

It is part of Home Ground, a project 
which celebrates the cultural herit¬ 
age of football clubs with nicknames 
inspired by the local craft industries 
that have shaped their communities. 
During the event, experts will give ad¬ 
vice about the conservation of leather 
and other materials. 

Visitors will be able to chat to the 
experts and to find out how to get 
further information from specialist 
conservators. 

Carol singing 
nights at church 

TWO nights of Christmas carols will 
be held in aid of the UK’s oldest mili¬ 
tary charity, SSAFA. The concerts are 
at Shelfield Methodist Church, Lich¬ 
field Road, Shelfield, on December 14 
and 16 from 7.30pm. Admission is £6. 


Flats bid surgery owners facing action 



The former doctors surgery 


THE owners of a former doctors sur¬ 
gery in Willenhall are facing legal 
action after converting the building 
into a house for 12 people without 
permission. 

The former surgery at 250 Stroud 
Avenue was believed to have re¬ 
mained vacant for around 10 years 
- however planning enforcement 
officers discovered last year it had 
been turned into an eight bedroomed 
house, with a communal living room, 
two kitchens and a shared bathroom. 

Seven months ago an application 
was lodged to turn the former surgery 


into a house for 12 people, however, 
following objections from the police 
due to anti-social behaviour concerns, 
this was withdrawn. 

Council bosses then submitted an 
enforcement notice, informing the 
owners they had 28 days to either 
submit a revised planning application 
or cease to use the site as a home. 

However, with the property still 
being used despite this, bosses will 
submit another notice, before taking 
the matter the court. Councillor Ian 
Shires, who represents Willenhall, 
said: “This was something me and my 


colleagues actually reported to the 
council after seeing activity on site” 

Objections submitted in relation to 
the original application earlier this 
year read: “The proposed change of 
use to a house of multiple occupation 
is likely to result in incidents of crime 
and anti-social behaviour being in¬ 
creased.” 

A statement attached to those plans 
read: “The occupants of the HMO 
who are anticipated to be young pro¬ 
fessionals or working people, would 
be likely to largely vacate the prop¬ 
erty by 9am and return after 5pm.” 


Pledge by chiefs over 
poor school standards 


COUNCIL bosses say they are com¬ 
mitted to driving through improve¬ 
ments in the borough’s flagging 
education system after it emerged 
standards in Walsall’s primary 
schools are among the worst in the 
country. 

Ofsted’s annual report revealed the bor¬ 
ough slumped to 143rd place out of 150 
local authorities for youngsters attending 
good or outstanding primary schools. 

The figure of 71 per cent of pupils attending 
primaries that meet the Government’s bench¬ 
mark standard puts Walsall in the bottom five 
per cent in the country. 

Responding to the damning report, Walsall 
council’s education chief has moved to reassure 
parents that the authority is ‘working hard’ to 
improve the life chances of youngsters. 

The report shows there are now three per 
cent more better rated primary schools in the 
borough than there were in 2014 - although 
the improvement still leaves Walsall lagging 14 
per cent below the national average. 

The borough’s secondary schools came 116th 
in the country, with 67 per cent of children at¬ 
tending schools rated good or outstanding, a 
rise of 10 per cent on 2014. 

Reassure 

Councillor Chris Towe, Walsall Council’s ed¬ 
ucation chief, said: “Walsall children deserve 
the very best. So, I’d like to reassure parents 
that we are passionate about driving up stand¬ 
ards. In fact it’s worth stating that Walsall 
currently sits 67th out of 150 most improved 
local authorities, which is a better reflection 
on how hard everyone is working in Walsall to 
strengthen life chances for our children. 

“It’s also worth saying that these Ofsted fig¬ 
ures should not be looked at in isolation - as 
this year’s performance also shows that there 
is year-on-year improvement.” 

In September the authority strengthened its 
school improvement team by appointing two 
senior education specialists in a bid to raise 
standards. 

The report also showed that almost eight in 
10 secondary school pupils in Walsall attend 
academies. For primary school children the 
figure is 17 per cent. Nationally the number of 
pupils attending good or outstanding schools 
averaged 85 per cent for primaries and 73.5 per 
cent for secondary schools. 



The scene of the huge mound of rubbish, possibly a lorry’s load dumped at Forge Lane, Little Aston 


CARDBOARD boxes, breeze 
blocks, an old door and wood were 
among a large pile of rubbish irre¬ 
sponsibly dumped on a blind bend 
at a road near Aldridge. 

Council officers were alerted to 
the scene at Forge Lane, Little 
Aston last Tuesday morning. 

Cyclist William Day came across 
the rubbish before it was removed. 

He said: “I was horrified to 
cycle down the hill of Forge Lane 
between Aldridge and Shenstone 


this morning to discover some 
irresponsible lorry driver had 
dumped about five tons of build¬ 
ing rubbish on a T-junction which 
is a blind corner. 

“Fortunately the police had got 
there before me and put out warn¬ 
ing cones and lights. 

“The building contractor must 
know this is going on and should 
be caught and punished.” 

Council officers were dispatched 
to clear up the mess the same 


morning and have subsequently 
issued an appeal for anyone with 
information on the culprits to 
come forward. 

The incident happened in the 
Lichfield district near the border 
of the Walsall borough which it¬ 
self has been blighted by fly-tip- 
ping in recent months. 

Walsall Council spent nearly 
£250,000 in 12 months cleaning 
up rubbish which was been ille¬ 
gally dumped. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Patrols at park 
are stepped up 

PATROLS have been stepped up at 
a Walsall park after reports of young 
people lighting fires and causing anti 
social behaviour. 

There have also been reports of 
young people throwing objects, includ¬ 
ing eggs at passing cars at Leamore 
Park and on Blakenall Lane. 

The Blakenall Neighbourhood 
Team has increased foot patrols and 
held a meeting with Walsall Council’s 
parks team and community safety 
team. The park will be made more 
secure at night and funding will be 
sought to secure the skate park. 

Work to build A5 
cycle route starts 

A NEW cycle route along the A5 be¬ 
tween Churchbridge Junction in Can¬ 
nock and Brownhills is to be built. 

Highways England, which manages 
the motorway and trunk road network 
for the government, said work on the 
scheme will start immediately. 

The programme will be carried out 
in three phases, starting with the A5 
Washbrook Lane to Churchbridge 
then A5/A452 Brownhills and Rising 
Sun to Washbrook Lane. 

The majority of the works will be 
carried out at night under lane clo¬ 
sures and temporary traffic signals. 

Father-to-be 
is found safe 

A WALSALL father-to-be who dis¬ 
appeared on Thursday has returned 
home after being found in Stafford¬ 
shire. Kieron Hanley, from Chestnut 
Road in Leamore, disappeared after 
dropping his pregnant girlfriend at 
hospital for a scan 

Mr Hanley’s family members grew 
increasingly worried for his safety and 
urged him to make contact over the 
weekend. The situation was resolved 
on Sunday evening when Mr Hanley 
was found in the Cannock area. 

Watering Trough pub 
gets a makeover 

A PUB in Walsall, known for its rock 
music, has been given a £125,000 
makeover. The investment at The Wa¬ 
tering Trough on Ablewell Street has 
been made by pub operator Punch. 

As well as the regular Saturday 
night rock disco there will be live 
music once a month. 

The pub has pledged to support 
the Walsall and Wolverhampton Sea 
Cadets by donating all proceeds from 
ticket sales for this year’s Halloween 
and New Year’s Eve events. 

Noddy's brew revived 

A BLACK Country brewery has re¬ 
vived a beer brewed in honour of Nod¬ 
dy Holder as a festive special. Each 
month this year to mark it’s cente¬ 
nary Woodsetton’s Holden’s Brewery 
has brewed a special ale. December is 
the turn of Noddy Holdens, a 4.2 per 
cent beer first created two years ago. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smile! 


It’s been a crazy few months for 
Cloudy2Clear Windows. The 
company which specialises in 
repairing windows which are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
by replacing the panes - not the 
frames has grown rapidly as 
homeowners take advantage of 
their services. 

Managing Director Brian 
Stanley feels that it’s all about 
service. ‘Our product is simple. 

If your double glazing is misted 
up we can replace the glass at 
a fraction of the cost of a new 
window, in any type of frame, and 
with a new 5 year guarantee. But 
it’s not just about saving people 


money, although that obviously 
helps. Many tradespeople have 
struggled since last year and I 
honestly feel that during the good 
times a minority perhaps didn’t 
focus on customer care as much as 
they should have done. 

We make sure we turn up when 
we say we will, do the job the 
customer requires and leave then- 
house as clean as a whistle. I often 
get comments back from customers 
on how they really didn’t expect that 
sort of service which, in a way, is 
very sad for the service industry as 
a whole.’ 

Cloudy2Clear service 
Wolverhampton and the surrounding 


area and Brian is finding that his 
approach is a major factor in his 
success. ‘The truth is that it’s not 
just the personal satisfaction that 
I get from doing a good job but 
also it makes good business sense. 
I get a huge amount of business 
from friends and family of people 


I’ve done work for, which just 
goes to show how much a little bit 
of effort is appreciated.’ 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118 and 
he’ll be happy to help! 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Fury over 
voting for 
our world 
champion 

MORE than 75,000 people have signed 
the petitions, and the names still keep 
coming in. Don’t be surprised if 100,000 
people have joined the campaign by the 
end of the week. 

And the campaign in question? More 
support for the flood victims in Cumbria? 
Tighter security on the Tube? People ex¬ 
pressing a view on the bombing of Syria? 

Nah, the latest cause celebre of the 
Guardian-reading classes is whether 
people should be allowed to vote for 
world heavyweight boxing champion Ty¬ 
son Fury in the BBC Sports Personality of 
the Year awards. Yes, that was keeping 
me awake at night too. 

Now, I know it is well supported, but 
I’ve always considered the BBC Sports 
Personality to be one of the dullest fix¬ 
tures on the sporting calendar. And hav¬ 
ing taken Wladimir Klitschko’s world title, 
will Mr Fury really be bothered about a 
silly little trophy from Clare Balding? Pre¬ 
vious winners include Sir Chris Hoy and 
Sir Steve Redgrave. So I can’t wait for the 
Oueen to say “arise, Sir Tyson.” 

Still, the people who have signed the 
petition are up in arms because Mr Fury 
has said fellow nominee Jessica En- 
nis-Hill “slaps up quite well” and “looks fit 
in a dress.” Silly and coarse, maybe, but 
what were you expecting from a boxer? A 
spot of contemporary romantic poetry? A 
few quotes from Germaine Greer? 

Let’s leave the petitions to the big stuff, 
you know the things that affect people’s 
lives. If you really feel strongly and don’t 
want Mr Fury to take the prize, there is 
still something you can do. Something 
that will have a real impact on the final 
outcome. Vote for somebody else. 

■ ■ ■ 

MUSEUMS and police stations are 
closing, libraries are being staffed by 
volunteers. Still, it’s good to know that at 
least one area of local authority provision 
seems to be doing quite well. 

Last year local authorities made a £693 
million profit from parking charges. 

Not revenue, but profit. After all the run¬ 
ning costs have been taken into consid¬ 
eration, after all the parking companies 
have been paid, and after all the street 
wardens dressed up like the Red Army 
have been paid. Good to know motorists 
aren’t being treated like a cash cow or 
anything nasty like that. 

Anyway, with all that extra lolly roll¬ 
ing in, you might think that the councils 
would be able to ease back on a few of 
the cutbacks. Apparently not. A spokes¬ 
man for the Local Government Associa¬ 
tion said that any surplus was only spent 
on “essential transport projects”. 

Hmm. So, what, more bus lanes, which 
clog up our town centres? Cycle paths? 
Multi-coloured asphalt, speed cameras 
and road humps? Here’s an idea. Drop all 
that nonsense, and give us free parking. 
In the places that we want it. Now that’s 
what I call an essential transport project. 



The original, by Nancy Sinatra and Lee Hazelwood 



The McCarthy/Martin single circa 1991 


One half the duet, Eurovision winner Linda Martin 


Did You Ever? Super 
Mick made a record 


PjT 



Number 1 - but McCarthy’s pop career failed to hit the heights 


Former Wolves manager Mick 
McCarthy enjoyed a short-lived 
musical career in the 1990s. 

PETE CASHMORE reports 

THERE are times in this job when 
a story lands in your lap that is so 
perfect that it makes you tremble. 

You find yourself itching to get to a 
keyboard to type it up, so pristine is it in 
its content. 

If it happens to resonate strongly with your 
readership, then obviously, so much the bet¬ 
ter. This is one of those situations. 

Because this week it came to light that - 
and even as I type the words, I have to remind 
myself that this is genuine, this actually hap¬ 
pened - Mick McCarthy, the man who took 
Wolverhampton Wanderers into the top flight, 
once released a pop single. 

Super Mick made a pop record. 

What’s even better than that, is that it was 
a Top 20 hit in Northern Ireland. What’s even 
better than that is that it was a duet, and the 
other half of the duo went on to win the Euro¬ 
vision Song Contest within a year. Honestly, 
we really don’t know where to begin. 

Charts 

Okay, so what can we tell you about it? Well, 
it’s called Did You Ever? and it’s a cover ver¬ 
sion of a 1971 single by Nancy Sinatra and Lee 
Hazelwood, which made number 2 in the UK 
charts. 

Released 20 years after the original, it’s a 
jaunty call-and-response song with vaguely 
nonsensical lyrics in which the vocalists - a 
man and a woman - ask each other slightly 
suggestive questions, the exact nature of 
which are never fully revealed due to the other 
vocalist interrupting and answering before we 
know what they’re being asked. 

“Did you ever..? 

“Not so much, that you could notice. 

“Could you estimate how many...? 

“Eight or nine. 

“Will you do it any more? 

“As soon as you walk out the door.” 


That kind of thing. All very silly. Well, in 
this version, the woman vocalist is one Linda 
Martin, and her in-song paramour is Super 
Mick. 

The song came out before the advent of the 
internet and as such audio material of it has 
been pretty hard to find - until now. 

The label on which the record came out is 
long since defunct - perhaps, one might say 
were one being unkind, because they were re¬ 
duced to releasing singles by Mick McCarthy 


- but a website in Ireland was able to secure 
both a rough audio file of the song itself, via 
Mick’s co-vocalist, and a cover of the cassette 
version of the single, which shows Mick rock¬ 
ing a purple sweatshirt that is almost as unbe¬ 
lievable as this story. 

With the cat out of the bag, Mick has spo¬ 
ken on the subject, and revealed that he can’t 
even remember the title of the song, believing 
that he actually did a cover version of Nancy 
Sinatra’s biggest hit, These Boots Were Made 


For Walkin’. One gets the distinct impression 
that he is more than a little embarrassed by 
his short-lived pop career. 

“I wondered when that might appear,” he 
said. “It was for charity. It’s just one of those 
things. 

“When things are going well for you, some¬ 
one comes and asks you if you’ll do it and 
you wonder at the time if it will come back to 
haunt you. 

“Let me tell you, they had to feed me red 
wine to get me to sing!” 

Interestingly, the song came to pass because 
of another famous face from the Irish music 
scene. 

Linda Martin said: “Louis Walsh was my 
manager at the time and he had the brain¬ 
wave of recording with a footballer. Mick Mc¬ 
Carthy was the chosen victim and he was up 
for a laugh. 

Craic 

“I’d no nerves about the project at all. Louis 
also found the song which had been a huge hit 
for Nancy Sinatra and Lee Hazelwood. 

“Mick was totally brilliant, professional and 
great craic, and if truth be known he has a 
very good voice.” 

And it seems like the Irish public agreed 
with Linda’s assessment, because when 
Did You Ever? was released 24 years ago, it 
reached number 15 in the Irish charts. McCa¬ 
rthy was playing for Mill wall at the time. 

Buoyed by this success, Linda went on to 
represent Ireland at the 1992 Eurovision Song 
Contest, and her song Why Me? came out on 
top, and went one to be a number one in Ire¬ 
land, proving that Mick clearly had the kind 
of Midas touch that he - briefly - had at the 
Molineux. 

Martin claims that she gave a copy of the 
single to Jason McAteer and that she believes 
it was played on the Ireland team bus during 
Mick’s time as manager. 

“I believe he was destroyed,” she added. 

But Mick, being Mick, is quick to pour scorn 
on the story. 

“He never played it,” he said. “It’s proba¬ 
bly just as well because he was hanging by a 
thread as it was!” 


The All New... 


Having recently moved to new 
premesis, we here at Bowjangles 
have undergone a complete 
refurbishment. 



We pay upto £10 per 
gran on resellable gold 



BUY 


★ Gold & Silver Jewellery 


it Watches 

-H 

it Diamond Rings 


it Pre-Owned Rolex’s 


it Jewellery Repair 

I A " 

-V, 

& Cleaning Services 

2 



w 

ROLEX 

We are now able 
to order ANY Rolex 
Wristwatch at 

MASSIVE 
DISCOUNTS! 

Each watch will 
come with a 
2 Year Guarante< 



We still think 
we offe r^mexn^ 
the Bestrete ryiees 
money c^Buy! 


* Replace Missing Diamonds 
it Watch Servicing & Batteries 


SELL 


WEDNESBURY (M6 J9) 


15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 

Tel: 0121 556 6868 

BowjangiesMidiands www.bowjanglesmidlands.co.uk 



Find us on Facebook at 


Highly skilled craftsmen are 
ready to take on any repair project, 
or simply a service of a 
treasured timepiece... 

Simply pop in and we will give you 
a FREE estimate. 


































British values need to be acted on 


BRITISH Values, but when to we actual¬ 
ly stop nod consider what these might be? 
What makes us, us? 

Our school children are given an Ofsted 
version ‘Schools should promote the fun¬ 
damental British values of democracy, the 
rule of law, individual liberty and mutual 
respect and tolerance of those with different 
faiths and beliefs’. Very good, but daunting 
for a seven year old! However, what about 
adults? How many of us actually recognise 
that there is a set of tenets which have been 
laid down in law by Government? When 


you’re walking down the street and a group 
of youths spit on the ground in front of 
young children. How should we act? 

Are we expecting the Government to 
somehow impose British values on the popu¬ 
lation from above without having to take re¬ 
sponsibility ourselves? If we want a British 
way of life, our democracy, our respect for 
others and our tolerance, perhaps we should 
learn to really understand what our values 
are and be prepared to act on them. 

CLLR DOUG JAMES 
Walsall 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Walsall Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

walsall.chron@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 


Concern after cuts to 
clinic opening hours 


Help is here 
for struggle 
to pay bills 

THE Chancellor’s an¬ 
nouncement that he will 
no longer cut tax credits is 
welcome news for the many 
thousands of families wor¬ 
ried about how they would 
cope with such a dramatic 
cut in income. 

It is clear that the stark 
analysis of these cuts from 
the public, media and char¬ 
ities such as ourselves, has 
made a difference. However, 
whilst the news is positive, 
there is still an urgent need 
to let those struggling know 
what support is available. 

We recently found that 
over half of low income 
workers are struggling to 
afford their energy costs, 
with a third skipping meals 
as a result. Yet only 12 per 
cent have told their energy 
supplier about their situa¬ 
tion and only five per cent 
have turned to an advice 
organisation. I would urge 
anyone worried about how 
they, or a friend or relative, 
are going to cope with the 
cost of heating their home 
this winter to visit turn2us. 
0 rg.uk/N 0 C 0 ldH 0 mes 
SIMON HOPKINS 
Chief Executive 
Turn2us 


I AM quite concerned about 
the fact that the Wound 
Care Clinic at Brace Street 
has gone from a five-day a 
week clinic to three days a 
week. 

I have just healed from 
a very stubborn right leg 
ulcer after being treated at 
Brace Street Wound Clinic 
since Feb 2014 until August 
2015. They did wonders 
with me, they persevered 
with my ulcer and were so 
helpful and patient with 
me. I nearly died of a DVT 
in January 2014, but it was 
that which caused my leg to 
swell and ultimately cause 
the ulcer to form. 

It concerns me greatly, re¬ 
garding what the next phase 
is for Brace Street Wound 
Clinic and what the future 
of Wound Care is per se. 


It isn’t easy to get an¬ 
swers to questions like this, 
because networking the 
community side of NHS 
care is far more complex 
than within NHS care in 
the hospital sector. In hos¬ 
pital everybody knows who 
is directly responsible, more 
or less, i.e. the CEO, Direc¬ 
tor of Nursing, etc. 

It seems to me that hav¬ 
ing integrated care is all 
well and good within the 
borough and may be a help 
regarding financing, etc, but 
when one tries to find out 
who runs what clinic from 
where within the commu¬ 
nity area, especially from a 
hierarchical point of view, 
one can be rather flum¬ 
moxed most of the time. 

I PAYNE 
Walsall 


Preparing 
for attacks 

SO, Mr Cameron believes 
that the way forward for 
Britain is to go in all guns 
blazing (or bombs) to defeat 
and get rid of ISIS terrorists 
and so save British people 
on the streets from Parisi- 
an-style attacks. 

How is he going to achieve 
this? 

By openly allowing TV 
and news media in general 
to disclose to all and sundry 
his plans, even to the extent 
of open debate of pros and 
cons in front of thousands, 
if not millions in all walks 
of life. 

Surely it is plain to see by 
any intelligent person that 
this is an open invitation to 
ISIS to prepare in advance 
for more retaliation. 

I don’t claim to know 
what the answer is but it 
seems to me that a ‘catch 
22’ situation is being cre¬ 
ated now. The disclosure 
of his plans is out now and 
cannot be retracted. 

Lack of common sense yet 
again. 

P POOLE 
Willenhall 

Backing lack 
of care claim 

IN response to the letter 
headlined ‘Mental health 
care now at breaking point’, 
on November 26. 

I’d like to shake A Kyte’s 
hand. 

He/she is absolutely talk¬ 
ing facts about a Cinderella 
service that leaves people 
with serious mental illl- 
ness to the vicissitudes of 
everyday life with, at best, 
an unqualified ‘carer’ who 
perhaps knows more about 
woodwork 3 than psychiat¬ 
ric illness. 

GRAEME CONIGALE 

King Street 
Palfrey 



1 WINDOW 
DESIGN 


t Supplies and Installers of;- 

•Windows • Doors ^Conservatories *Patio Doors 
•Garage Conversions «Car Ports *Canopies •< 
— ^ ^ I *Fascias, Soffits and Guttering 

i Rehau 70mm Profile 
Internally Glazed 
Fensa Registered 
No Salesmen 

■ - OAP Discounts 

j A+ Rated Windows 
18th year in Business 
Family Run Business 
Secured by Design 
n Bp 1 * J Experienced Fitters 


Tel: 01922 401425 


WlSHINGTAilLTOFlOURlCUSTOMERSIOLD7AWD]NEW 


A MERRY CHRISTMAS 


A HAPRYiNEWiYEARl 


pvcudirect.co.uk pvcudirect@hotmail.co.uk 


HEAD OFFICE 

Unit 1, Croxstalls Close, 
Bloxwich. Walsall WS3 2XT 
Tel: 0800 917 5266 
Fax: 01922 475719 


SHOWROOM 

34 Portland Road Aldridge 
Walsall WS9 8PZ 
Tel: 01922 744306 


SALES OFFICE 

154c High Street Bloxwich 
Walsall WS3 3JT 
Tel: 0800 917 5266 



Open: Monday - Saturday 9.30am-4.30pm 
www.care&mobi I ity.co.uk 
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Folding Walking Sticks ■ Blue Badge & Time Wallet 

SPECIAL OFFER Only £5.99 I SPECIAL OFFER From Only £2.99 



ON STRAIGHT/ 


CURVED STAIR UFTS 



Limited Offer New Stair Lifts Supplied & Fitted £1195 


Fully fitted stairlifts installed by our professionally trained fitters 


Free home assessment and survey on all stairlifts 





Stairlifts 

From Only £69S 

Scooters 

From Only £499 

Wheelchairs 

From Only £99 

Baths Lifts 

From Only £259 

Reclining Armchairs 

From Only £399 

Walkers 

From Only £56 

Adjustable Beds 

From Only £399 



Lift Rediner 
Chairs come as 
single or dual 
motor chair and 
actually lift you 
up and on to 
your feet with 
minimal effort 
required. 


From Only £399 




y FREE Easy Parking y Best Prices on all batteries supplied 
y Service work carried out at special rates 
✓ Free daily living aids catalogue ✓ 0% Finance available 
✓ Motability Accredited 



(Masted 




The Chronicle Thursday, December 10, 2015 
















































































The Chronicle Thursday, December 10, 2015 





4ft to 40ft available 100’s standing for you to choose from 

From 21st November-22nd December 

Numerous varieties to choose from 
A selection of Holly Wreaths and Christmas Tree Stands 



aiigMM 






m 



OP^EN from Monday - Saturday 9am-5pm; Sunday 10am-4pni 

01543425893 
(Press Option 1) 

Call Tim 07977509948 


WE WILL BEST CARE MOBILITY 
W SPECIAL OPENING OFFERS 




Q. 



DISABLED TOILET 
KEY WITH EVERY 
. PURCHASE 


3 months free 

insurance & first 

service is FREE with 

u " be “P" ces any new scooter 
stairlifts this month 


Local FREE delivery on all products over £25.00 

Less abled bathrooms designed & 
installed from £1495 


Stairlift or 
Scooter 
Service £45 
This Weeks 
Special 


22 The Square, New Invention WS12 5EA 

Call: 01922 493506 for more details 
www.bestcaremobility.co.uk 

Mrs Fieldhouse from Walsall says - 
“A fast efficient service, very pleased with my new Stairlift” 

Mrs Harvey from Willenhall says - “A good reliable same day service 
with delivery and collection of my scooter for just £45” 


Race driver locked up 
over death of student 


A DANGEROUS driver who 
was racing another man in 
a high-powered BMW when 
he crashed into a bus shelter 
killing a student has started 
an eight-year jail term. 

Sukvinder Mannan careered 
into a bus lane and ploughed his 
Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution into 
21-year-old childhood friends 
Rebecca McManus and Harriet 
Barnsley at lOlmph in a 40mph 
zone. 

After the crash, Mannan, who has 
previous convictions for drink-driving, 
had been ‘aggressive and vociferous’ 
towards emergency services staff, the 
court was told for the first time during 
sentencing on Tuesday. 

It also heard he was arrested for 
being over the drink-drive limit claim¬ 
ing he’d only had two beers and later 
refused to give a blood sample. 

Impact 

BMW M3 driver Inderjit Singh, aged 
31, who had pulled out of the race sec¬ 
onds before the impact, was jailed for 
one year at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court. 

Student Miss McManus, from Old¬ 
bury, died at the scene on Hagley Road 
West on May 31 last year, while Miss 
Barnsley suffered ‘life changing’ inju¬ 
ries. 

Car garage manager Mannan, of 
Roundhills, Halesowen, remained im¬ 
passive as judge Kristin Montgomery 
told him: “You drove with arrogant 
’ and contempt for other road 
1 the indications, by your 


users anc 
own admissions, is that you had been 
drinking alcohol. 

“For around a mile you played cat 
and mouse driving at grossly excessive 
speeds and both of you were consumed 
by your competition. 

“It was almost inevitable one of you 



Inderjit Singh leaves court 

would lose control and have a colli¬ 
sion.” 

Mannan, aged 33, initially denied 
swerving into the bus lane and later 
claimed he had never even seen the 
BMW let alone raced it. 

But he eventually pleaded guilty 
last February to two counts of causing 


Tragic scene - the bus shelter 

death and serious injury by dangerous 
driving. Turning to a tearful Singh, 
a computer engineer, of Cranbourne 
Avenue, Ettingshall, the judge said: “I 
sentence you for the way you drove up 
to the point that you withdrew from 
the race, a decision you took split sec¬ 
onds before Mannan crashed.” 






















































































Students have something to shout 
about following their graduation 



Town Crier Cyril Richardson with the graduates from Walsall College alongside other dignitaries in the town 


THE first set of higher education stu¬ 
dents from Walsall College paraded to 
the town hall in their caps and gowns 
as they celebrated their graduation. 

The college started offering full 
degree level courses last year after 
teaming up with Birmingham City 
University. 

More than 100 students brought 
Walsall town centre to a standstill 
during the parade as Town Crier Cyril 
Richardson led the procession and 
shouted about their success on higher 
education courses. 

More than 450 guests attended the 
graduation ceremony, including stu¬ 


dents, family and friends and lectur¬ 
ers. The students received certificates 
for success on courses such as busi¬ 
ness, computing, professional develop¬ 
ment, creative industries, health and 
public services and hospitality man¬ 
agement. 

Jatinder Sharma OBE, Walsall Col¬ 
lege’s principal and chief executive, 
said: “The 2015 higher education 
graduation ceremony represented a 
celebration of our highest achieving 
students to date and they are now role 
models within their communities as 
well as being Walsall College gradu¬ 
ates. Our students have achieved what 


they set out to accomplish and should 
be extremely proud of their achieve¬ 
ments. I speak on behalf of everybody 
when I wish them every success in the 
future.” 

In a change to tradition, this year’s 
guest speaker was graduating student, 
Damian Addis, who achieved his HND 
in Photography at the ceremony. He 
gave an inspiring talk to his fellow 
students about his experience study¬ 
ing HE at the college and how it has 
helped him to launch his career as a 
photographer, and develop his portfo¬ 
lio which now lists corporate clients 
including Habitat and Homebase. 




Professional, Personal & Local 


"LOW PRICES & EXPERT SERVICE" 


STAIRLIFTS 
RENT FOR £10/wk* 

Rapid fitting 


f New Stairliftsl 

from 

£99 




01922 23 25 27 

105 Green Lane, Leamore. WS3 2BN 50 High Street, Brownhills. WS8 6EL 

^Subject to survey, installation charge and minimum rental period 


ii 

X 


X 



:ive 


un 


offer 


SUTTON -0121 355 1912 

101 The Parade, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1PL 

www.jimmyspices.co.uk 

Valid Lunch and Dinner every day excluding Saturdays. Not valid during Happy Hour. 
Discount on food only. One voucher per table. Max discount £50. Valid till Sunday 
13th December 2015. Guests are required to provide email address/mobile number. 


all you can ©at world buffet 

<?rY- IBS e U 'DER10 . 
‘EM* HALF P ICE" 


X 
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^ Sunnyside ■ 

fennels 


BORSHCH 

Gas & Electrical Superstore 


Winner of 

innovative 
electrical retailing 
- Best Independent 
RetailerDomestic 
Appliances 2015 


THIS WEEK’S SPECIAL OFFERS 


Hotpoint 

WMBF 

742P 

7kg 

1400 spin 


Servis 
Fridge 
Freezer 
Mod 

I CF55I70W 
' 2 Year 

Guarantee 


Hotpoint 

6kgVented 

Dryer 

FETV60VCP 


Hotpoint * 
TCHL73CRG| 
Condenser t 
Dryer 


Hoover 
9kg 
1200 
spin 
washer 
VT912D22 


HAVE YOUR NEW APPLIANCES DELIVERED AND FITTED IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS* 


Range cookers 


Washing 

Machines 


FROM ONLY 

£139" 


Dishwashers Fridge Freezers Tumble Dryers 


FROM ONLY 

£ 149 ” 


A HUGE RANGE OF INTEGRATED APPLIANCES AVAILABLE 


Integrated Montpellier Integrated Montpellier 
Larder Fridge Freezer 


ONLY 

£229" 


ONLY 

£239" 


^ ,i 

•g* • - 

tmia.imi.ug 




Unit 17-19 Victorian Arcade 
Walsall WS1 IRE 
Tel: 01922 279927 


Stores also in Erdington, 
Dudley and Birmingham 


Extended guarantee available 
At least 12 months guarantee 
Local delivery & installation 
Sirius Retailer of the Year 2012 


OpeningTimes: Mon-Sat 9am-5.30pm 

www.borshchelectric.co.uk a 


to stock and delivery slot a\ 
ailability Pictures for illu: 


r X' Facebook HJP1 
T Borshchelectric H — 

miy Quality Products Lowest Prices 


A plea et 


Give a homeless dog 
a Christmas and 
New Year dinner for only 


Donate by 

• post ^ 

Dark Lane, Coven, 
Wolverhampton WV10 7PN 

• Text 


PLEASE 

FEEP 

ME 


FEED28 £3, £5, £7 
or £10 to 70070 


•Call 

0121 643 501 8 (option 3) 


Registered Charity No: 222436 


• Online 

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk 


Integrated Frost 
Free Fridge Freezers 


FREE DELIVERY OVER £150 

Expires Saturday 19th December 


Integrated Hobs 


Devan’s big knight at awards event 



King of chess, Devan Patel, aged 12, who has been awarded Staffordshire U-13s and U-14s champion 


MORE than 130 honours were given 
out to young chess players who con¬ 
tributed to a Walsall club’s best ever 
year. 

The Bloxwich Junior Chess Club, 
based at Ryecroft Community Hub, 
held its annual Christmas party and 
awards evening last weekend, where it 
honoured the 50 regular players who 
represent the club, alongside coaches 
and staff. 

The event was attended by Angela 
Underhill, Mayor of Walsall. 

Club founder and coach Ray Dolan, 
64, from Bloxwich, said: “We have had 
such a fantastic year that we gave out 
more than 130 certificates, there just 
seemed to be so much that the young 
players deserved recognition for. 


“The club was started in June 2010 
by me and my wife, Eunice. 

“We started with six players and 
now we have around 50 on our books. 

“I couldn’t have imagined when we 
started out that we would end up with 
so many top quality players. 

“It was great for us to have the 
mayor turn up for our awards event, 
to know you have support from people 
like that is great.” 

Earlier this year Bloxwich Junior 
Chess Club, which trains youngsters 
aged between five and 16, was named 
club of the year by Staffordshire Chess 
Association. 

The club boasts 16 UK champions 
in its ranks as well as two players 
who represent England. One mem¬ 


ber, 12-year-old Devan Patel, who 
was given an award for outstanding 
attendance at the presentation, has 
also won county wide competitions for 
under 13s and 14s this year. 

Mr Dolan said: “Winning club of the 
year was such a shock, me and Eunice 
went to the Stafford Chess Associa¬ 
tion’s annual meeting and we had no 
idea that was going to happen. 

“It is a testament to the quality of 
our coaches and our pupils. Devan is 
a great example, he has really shone 
since joining and turned into a fantas¬ 
tic player. 

“His commitment to the club is ob¬ 
vious, he won the attendance award on 
merit, although a few others ran him 
close.” 


Second world war heroes 
given a grand reception 


NORMANDY veterans from 
the Black Country were treat¬ 
ed to a private reception with 
the Mayor after being giv¬ 
en France’s highest military 
honour - the Legion d’Hon- 
neur medal. 

The veterans, accompanied by 
their families, local councillors 
and members of the French Em¬ 
bassy, visited Walsall Town Hall 
for a special service to mark either 
their own bravery or that of loved 
ones who have since passed away. 

Each had received an invite to a 
meet and greet session from the Mayor 
of Walsall, councillor Angela Under¬ 
hill, after being given France’s highest 
military honour. 

Frederick Booth, Frank Corbett, 
Samuel Broadhurst received their 
medals earlier in the autumn and 
Jack Huskisson received his from the 
French Embassy in London earlier 
this month. 

The late Ronald Davies and Gordon 
Poole, were decorated posthumously. 

Their letters of thanks and medals 
from the French Ambassador in Lon¬ 
don were accepted by their wives, Dot 
Davies and Eileen Poole. 

Frederick Booth, aged 89 from 
Brownhills, served on a supply flotilla 
with the Royal Navy and arrived in 
Normandy when he was just 18 years 
of age. 

His day-to-day duties included the 
challenge of cooking up to 1,000 meals 
a day for all of the many servicemen 
pouring in to Normandy on smaller 
landing craft. 

Samuel Broadhurst, who is 94 and 
from Bentley, served as a Driver with 
294 Field Company, Royal Engineers. 

Jack Huskisson aged 90 and from 
Palfrey, served as a Private in the 
Royal Army Service Corps. He volun¬ 
teered aged 17 towards the end of 1942 
and played a vital role in the transpor¬ 
tation and distribution of fuel from a 



Frederick Booth and family 



Frank Corbett and family 


Command Supply Depot in Normandy. 

Frank Corbett from Bloxwich also 
aged 94, served as a Corporal and An¬ 
ti-Tank Gunner in the 7th Battalion, 
South Staffordshire regiment from 
1939-1946. He was just 23 when he 
sailed to Normandy, but despite his 
youth he already had four years of 
military service behind him. 

He said: ‘This medal is as much an 



Jack Huskisson with his medals 



Sam Broadhurst and family 


honour for the ones who didn’t come 
back, as it is for me. I am very proud 
to receive it. 

“I also want to remember and hon¬ 
our my best friend Ronald Davies who 
died recently.” 

Mayor Angela Underhill said of 
the day: “We are incredibly proud of 
this honour that France has bestowed 
these very special men.” 


































































£7m power line 
bid hits half way 



Walsall pylons get a refurbishment as part of a two- 
year project with the link into Derbyshire 


ENGINEERS from National Grid have reached the half¬ 
way point of a major two-year project to refurbish the over¬ 
head line running between Walsall and Derbyshire and en¬ 
able the voltage to be increased. 

The £7 million scheme has seen the fixtures and fittings 
along the 21-mile line replaced and its 101 pylons repaired 
and repainted. 

National Grid and its contracting partner Balfour Be¬ 
atty have been refurbishing the 40-year-old pylons on the 
main power line between Bustleholme substation, near the 
Yew Tree Estate,Walsall, and Drakelow substation in south 
Derbyshire as part of this essential maintenance scheme. 

Permission was agreed with 50 landowners, ranging 
from individual residents through to Walsall Council, East 
Staffordshire Council, farmers and the Canal River Trust, 
to access pylons at specific locations. 

Chris Card, National Grid project manager, said: “We’ve 
made excellent progress this year to replace fixtures and 
fittings at pylons along the power line, and the project is 
on schedule to finish in September 2016. 


Smoking 
row led to 
prisoner 
taking life 


A FATHER-OF-FIVE hanged himself in a cell 
at Featherstone Prison after being reported 
for smoking in the kitchen toilets, an inquest 
heard. 

Prison authorities failed to properly investigate 
Karl Bough’s misuse of drugs and his complaints of 
bullying in the lead-up to his death, it was said. 

^ T i he n 27 u year old from ByAmardeepBassey 

Walsall, who was serving a 
five-year sentence for armed 
robbery, denied smoking in 
the toilets and smashed up 
his cell when he returned 
to it. 

He was moved to another, 

South Staffordshire Coro¬ 
ners Court heard, and the 
next morning, on Novem¬ 
ber 5, 2014, he was found 
hanged. 

A search of his cell uncov¬ 
ered a ‘farewell note’ which 
read: “It’s like I’m two dif¬ 
ferent people. My mind is 
split into a good side but I 
can’t control the other side.” 

A jury sitting at Stafford 
Crown Court returned a 
verdict of suicide while suf¬ 
fering from low mood. 

In the verdict, the eight- 
woman/three-man panel 
also agreed with the Prison 
and Probation Ombudsman 
(PPO) investigation’s find¬ 
ings which blamed Feath¬ 


erstone for not adequately 
probing Mr Bough’s drug 
misuse or his complaints of 
bullying and assault. 

However they agreed with 
the PPO’s conclusion that 
‘his death could not have 
been anticipated’. 

Earlier, coroner Andrew 
Haigh and the jury heard 
from witnesses. 

Anthony Taylor, a kitchen 
supervisor said: “He was a 
pleasant lad but had been 
disciplined in the past for 
stealing chicken and flour 
from the kitchen.” 

Prison mental health 
nurse Jonathan Deakin told 
the jury Mr Bough did not 
appear to suffer from any 
psychiatric conditions. 

He said small amounts 
of the painkiller Gavopen- 
tin later discovered in Mr 
Bough’s bloodstream. 



In your home for a 

Comfortable & Stylish 

CHRISTMAS 

Find your perfect sofa to snuggle up on this Christmas at Cousins Furniture, 
dining tables to feast from, beds and bedrooms to dream in, beautiful carpets, 
flooring & rugs, stylish accessories and homewares to complete the look. 

All with guaranteed delivery in time for Christmas. 



LESS THAN 


SPECIAL 

OFFER 


STARLET MIRROR 
Was £229 




DURESTA 


1 HALO 


WILLIS CAMB1ER 




Parker Knoll ^ CPCOl 


(ousins 


a true family business 


Open 7 days a week 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 


BIRMINGHAM 

Warwick Road, 
Tyseley. Bll 2EW. 
T: 0121 765 3300 


DUDLEY 

Hall Street 
DY2 8NW. 

T: 01384 451500 


MANCHESTER 

A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 
T: 0161 875 4070 


FREE PARKING • INSTORE RESTAURANT • LARGE STOCKS FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


Our promise to you, 
we won't be beaten 
on price! * 


CELEBRATING 



0% APR REPRESENTATIVE *Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500 in store only. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in December 2016 on the date specified at the time of purchase. 
Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items, in store concessions or web specials. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. 
Prices in this advert are valid until 20.12.15. Check with stores for availability of ranges available for pre Christmas delivery. See website for Price Promise details. 
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More Customers 

On A Plate 
Every Friday 

To advertise your venue call one of our helpful advisors on 

01902 319191 


The Chronicle Thursday, December 10, 2015 
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Express & Star 



MINI DRONES 


These high-flying mini drones 
are sure to entertain any 
gadget fan. Using the two- 
speed remote you can control 
the four mini propellers to 
manoeuvre your drone in 
multiple directions to provide 
endless entertainment. There 
is an instruction manual to help 
develop your piloting skills, 
along with a USB charging 
cable for the drone’s built-in 
lithium ion battery that will 
allow up to six minutes of flying 
from a full charge. The drone 
has lights on the base and 
features aerial somersault and 
side fly switching functions 
to achieve an impressive 
performance, as well as a 
six-axis gyroscope system 
for a stable flight. There are 
even lights on the base of the 
drone. Maximum range: 15 
metres. Dimensions: 7.6 x 7.6 
x 2.2cm . Suitable for age 14+. 
Requires two AAA batteries 
(not included) for the 2.4 
GHz remote. Indoor use only. 
Weight: 90g. 


Only £24.99 plus P&P 


Orange D8749 


Green D8793 


White D8794 


IN-CAR DIGITAL VIDEO RECORDER 


Only £29.99 plus P&P 


Avoid the stress and worry of a dispute from 
a car accident with this handy black box style 
camera. Simply place this device in your car 
and it will constantly record live action as you 
drive, storing every journey you make from 
start to finish. It’s also great for holidays, 
allowing you to record your trips away for you 
to view in the future. It is capable of recording 
in full 1080p high definition, giving you the 
level of detail you need in the event of an 
accident. It’ll even record footage in the dark 
thanks to its night vision mode. 

The camera has a 2.6” LCD screen and will 
sit neatly on your dashboard or windscreen 
and records the footage directly onto an SD 
memory card (not included), with the footage 
being stored for you to replay or import to 
your PC. This camera comes with a suction 
mount, built-in microphone for recording 
sound, USB cable and car charger. Powered 
by a lithium ion battery. Compatible with 
Windows XP/Vista/7. Suitable for use with 
SD cards up to 32Gb. Dimensions: L9x H5 
x W3cm. Weight: 53g. Car adaptor cable 
length: 319cm. 

Please note that this product is designed 
to be powered by the 12V car adaptor, not 
the battery. The battery is to be used as an 
emergency back-up only. 

D9070 In-car Digital Video Recorder 
D5738 8GB SD Card £14.99 



ZENNOX TELESCOPES 


From only £29.99 plus P&P 



See the stars like never before with a 
Zennox telescope. Choose between 
two models in our range. 

Perfect for keen astronomers, you 
will be amazed at the crystal clear 
detail our 50x600 refractor telescope 
provides. It features a 600mm 
focal length, 50mm aperture and 
two eyepieces. Boasting a useful 
2x24 finder scope, it has a sturdy 
adjustable aluminium tripod that 
adjusts in height from 78cm to 132cm 
for greater stability. Measures L59 x 
W42cm. 

The most powerful model in our 
range, our 76x700 reflector telescope. 

Brilliant for budding astronomers, this 
telescope lets you view lunar craters, 
star clusters and other planets. 

Featuring a 700mm focal length and 
a 76mm aperture, it is supplied a 
1.5X erector lens and the following 
eyepieces: SR4 H12.5mm for 56x 

magnification, SR4 H20mm for 35x magnification and a 3X Barlow lens which triples the magnification of the 
aforementioned lenses. Boasting a useful 5x24 finder scope, its aluminium tripod adjusts in height from 87cm to 
130cm for greater stability. Measures L68 x W50cm. 

Both models come with protective lens covers. 

D6815 50x600 Telescope £29.99 Was £79.99 Save £50 
D6816 76x700 Telescope £69.99 Was £159.99 Save £90 



18X21 COMPACT 
BINOCULARS 


Only £24.99 plus P&P 


These smart and ergonomic binoculars from Zennox are the perfect travelling companion for anyone interested in 
outdoor pursuits such as hiking, bird watching, fishing and boating, as well as a great variety of sports. 

The 18x21 magnification means you will be able to see in incredible detail from a distance simply by adjusting the 
focus dial on your binoculars, and the compact design makes them easily portable on days out. The angular field 
of view is 122m/1000m and close focus is 3m. Comes complete with a durable carry case, lens cleaning cloth and 
wrist strap. Measures L8.5 x W10.5 x H5cm. 

D6620 


To order call 0871 911 7011 * Quote 56772 
Online at EXPRESSANDSTARSHOP.CO.UK 

8am-8pm 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk, and in our retail store between 31st August and 30th November 2015. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or 

replacement within 30 days. These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Airflo Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (56772), 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) Initial Surname 

PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 

3BE 


Address 


Postcode 


Email 


Tel. (for aueries onlv) 


1 enclose mv cheaue/PO made payable to BVG-AIRFLO LTD for £ 

Or please debit mv card £ 

EH Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No. 


My card number is: 


i i i i irrmi i i i i rrrn rm ai m/m a? m/m as rm 

“Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

C0DE(S) 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 































Please add £4.95 P&P to entire order 

Order by 3pm 20th Dec for Xmas Delivery total 

£4.95 





























































Daniel’s well-versed 
in publishing works 



Young poet Daniel Robertson, who hopes his latest col¬ 
lection of poems will be as successful as his first 

A YOUNG Black Country poet is hoping his latest collec¬ 
tion of work can repeat the success of his debut anthology. 

Daniel Robertson, who was born and bred in Willenhall 
and now lives in Patriot Close, has recently released A 
Penny For The Thoughts of a Plastic Tramp, a collection 
of poems and short stories inspired by artists such as Bob 
Dylan and poet Lewis Carroll. 

The book is the second piece of work Daniel has had pub¬ 
lished in the past year, following on the heels of The Jot¬ 
tings of a Black Country Madcap, his first published work. 

Daniel, aged 23, who is currently studying English Lit¬ 
erature and creative writing through the Open University, 
said: “I am hoping that the new book will be received as 
well as the first volume, which saw sales spread overseas.” 

Poems put together for the anthology include The Octo¬ 
pus Box, Treason and The Dreamer. The book is available 
to buy at Amazon.co.uk, as well as Barnes and Noble’s on¬ 
line store, retailing at £3.51 for a paperback copy. 

For more information on Daniel’s previous or upcoming 
work, visit www.junktalkpoet.com/ 


Paramedic 
may face 
action on 
tragedy 

A PARAMEDIC who stood motionless with 
his hands in his pockets while a patient was 
left dying of a heart attack outside a hospital 
will find out his professional fate tomorrow. 

Matthew Geary avoided jail despite what a judge 
described as a ‘callous’ and ‘uncaring’ failure to act 
when 47-year-old Carl Cope collapsed outside Wal¬ 
sall Manor Hospital. 

The 37-year-old of Manor 
Avenue, Great Wyrley, was 
given an eight-month prison 
term, suspended for two 
years, in February this year, 
and told to carry out a total 
of 240 hours of unpaid work. 

Geary will now appear 
at a Conduct and Compe¬ 
tence Committee hearing in 
London tomorrow, Friday, 
where he could face being 
struck of the register to 
practise by the Health and 
Care Professions Council. 

HCPC spokeswoman 
Rebekah Tailor said: “The 
final hearing is for our panel 
to decide if his fitness to 
practise has been impaired.” 

Mr Cope, of Parker Street 
in Bloxwich, died on June 23 
in 2012 not long after Geary 
ignored his plea for help de¬ 
spite the efforts of others to 
resuscitate him. A post-mor¬ 
tem revealed a pre-existing 


By Carl Jackson 

heart condition while med¬ 
ical evidence suggested his 
chances of survival would 
have increased if the chest 
pains he complained of had 
been diagnosed as a heart 
problem. 

When the investiga¬ 
tion into the matter was 
launched Geary resigned 
from West Midlands Am¬ 
bulance Service. He was 
originally accused of man¬ 
slaughter, but pleaded 
guilty to a count of failing to 
discharge his duty. 

Another paramedic, 
Andrew Davies, who was 
involved in the poor treat¬ 
ment of Mr Cope also faces 
a fitness to practice hearing 
with the HCPC. He was due 
to appear before a panel in 
October but the case was ad¬ 
journed with a new date yet 
to be arranged. 



Devon 

Solid New Zealand Pine 

PACKAGE DEAL 


PRICE £799.99 





LOOK US UP ON GOOGLE SEARCH WS FURNISHINGS WALSALL AND TAKE A LOOK WHAT’S IN STORE BEFORE YOU VISIT US 


Green Lane, Walsall WS2 8LE 

FREEPHONE 08001975419 


FREE 

PARKING 

AREA 


Visit our new website: www.wsfurnishings.co.uk 

OPENING HOURS Monday-Saturday10.00am-5.00pm Sunday 10.30am - 3.00pm 
FREE PARKING ALL BUS ROUTES TO THIS STORE 
Number of buses are: No. 5, 69, 70, 38A All above buses stop outside our store 
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The Dorabella cipher, written by Elgar to Dora, but which remains unsolved 



Composer Edward Elgar 
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Elgar on his Sunbeam bike on which he cycled many miles 


Composer's secret Dorabella code 
remains an Enigma to this day 


WHAT is the circle of connection 
between Edward Elgar, Sunbeam, 
the Wolves, a local girl named 
Dora Penny and the World War 
Two German cipher machine? 

Dora Penny was born in 1874 at 
Swindon, near Trysull, the daughter 
of the Rev Alfred Penny. Her mother 
died just six days later, and she was 
raised by her grandmother. 

Dora’s father became a missionary in 
Melanesia for 12 years, and on his return to 
become rector of St Peter’s in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, married Mary Baker who was a friend 


MEMORY LANE 


By Alec Brew 


of the composer Elgar’s wife, Caroline Alice. 
The Elgars came to visit the Rectory, which 
was on Waterloo Road right opposite Wolves 
Molineux ground, convenient for Elgar, as 
he was a fervent Wolves fan, and could stay 
with them when he came to a match. 

He and Dora became great friends, de¬ 
spite her being 17 years his junior, and he 
sometimes took her to matches. They were 
both enthusiastic cyclists, on their Wolver¬ 
hampton-built Sunbeams. Dora on at least 


one occasion cycled by herself the 40 miles 
to Malvern to visit him, passing, on the way, 
the Sunbeam factory on the Penn Road, and 
near her birthplace at Swindon. 

When Elgar published his Enigma Vari¬ 
ations, the piece of music which made his 
name as a composer, he revealed that the 
14 variations within it were each inspired 
by and based on, one of his circle of close 
friends, the 10th being named Dorabella, 
his nickname for Dora. 

Elgar was a great enthusiast for codes 
and ciphers, and never revealed what the 
‘Enigma’ was within the work, and musicol¬ 
ogists and code breakers have argued what 
it might be, with the latest theory being Pi. 


The first four notes are the scale degrees 
3,1,4,2, in G Minor, or Pi, expressed as a 
decimal, and Pi represents the circumfer¬ 
ence of a circle. His circle of friends? 

Elgar also compiled a personal code for 
Dora, the so-called Dorabella Cipher. To 
this day no-one has ever been able to deci¬ 
pher it. It consists of 87 characters spread 
over three lines, and appears to be made up 
from 24 symbols, each comprising one, two 
or three approximate semicircles oriented 
in one of eight directions. 

It is said the the German Enigma coding 
machine, invented originally as a civilian 
machine in the early 1920s, was named in 
honour of Elgar’s love of ciphers. 




E 5 SM 2 ?; 


/ FITTING SERVICE 
/ METAL, TIMBER, GRP, UPVC 
/ MADE TO MEASURE 

/ ALL MAJOR MANUFACTURERS AVAILABLE 

Showroom Opening times: 

Mon-Fri: 9.00am-5.00pm Sat: 10.00am-4.00pm 

(all other times by appointment) 

WALSALL GARDEN CENTRE 

Sutton Road, Walsall WS9 0QH 



WJR 1 

* 

[fl 

o 

inc. VAT 



£§■*01922 611253 



www.wmgaragedoors.co.uk 

sales@wmgaragedoors.co.uk # 


INC*Not in conjunction with any other offer. *Based on a 7 x 7ft Garage Door. *Fitting Charges apply. 
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Peter Pan panto is here 
SeePage 17 

.4 . * , 


Chuckle time! 


For full listings see Express & Star every Friday 


FORTHCOMING ENTERTAINMENT 


Rod Stewart Tribute 

Saturday 12th Dec 

8pm, free entry, snacks, 
followed by disco 





ROOM HIRE 
CONTACT IRE 
CLUB EMAIL 


BINGO EVERY TUESDAY, THURSDAY AND FRIDAY 8PM 


/ Sky Sports / BT Sports / Pool / Snooker victoriabloxwich@gmail.com 


Victoria 


Bloxwich 


The Victoria, Bloxwich WS3 3HS 

Tel: 01922 276832 

Opening hours mon - Thur from 
6.30pm Fri -Sun froml 1.30am 
Follow us on Facebook - 
The Victoria Bloxwich 


Let Us Entertain You!!! 


The Chronicle Thursday, December 10, 2015 
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Friday, 7.30pm 

Genting Arena, B’ham 

Welsh rockers Stereophonies played a 

16-arena-sell-out tour in 2013 following 

the release of their album Graffiti On 

The Train. And now they’re back for 

more. 

Visit www.gentingarena.co.uk 


Madonna 



Wednesday, 8pm 
Barclaycard Arena, B’ham 

The Rebel Heart Tour follows the March 
release of the Rebel Heart album, and 
performances at the Grammys and The 
Brits. Stars don’t come any bigger than 
Madge. 

Visit www,barclaycardarena.co.uk 


Ken 

Dodd 






1 






„ \ it 



Sunday, 7pm 
Civic Hall, W’ton 

Celebrating 60 years in the business, 
Ken returns to the Civic Hall - one of 
his favourite venues. Even after all this 
time Doddy remains one of Britain’s 
funniest comedians. 

Visit www.wolvescivic.co.uk 


Dynamo 



Until Sunday 

Barclaycard Arena, B’ham 
Dynamo has established himself as 
one of the world’s most loved and 
popular magicians. His five-night 
residency in Birmingham started on 
Wednesday. 

Visit www.barclaycardarena.co.uk 
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Express & Star 


¥ ADULT TOYS 
¥ SEXY LINGERIE 
¥ LATEX 
¥ PLUS SIZES 
¥ LUBES 


Unit 5, Frederick 
Walsall WS2 9NE 
Open: Mon-Sat 1 
Late Nights on Wednesday 
and Friday 10am-7pm 


The Largest Adult 
Superstore in the Midlands 

A VERY PRIVATE LOCATION 


POP & ROCK 

Jools Holland & His Rhythm & 
Blues Orchestra 

Thu at 7.30pm - 10pm, £36 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

The Beat 

Sat at 7pm, £17 
Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 1RQ. 0870 320 7000 

Don Broco 

Sat at 7pm, £15 
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 
WV1 1 RQ. 0870 320 7000 

Kick Up The 80s: 80s Tribute 

Fri at 8pm, Sat at 8pm, 

£8 - £9.50 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY8 1JN. Call 01384 397177 

The Overtones 

Fri at 7pm, £21.50 - £38.50 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 
B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Simply Red: Reformed! 2015 
World Tour 

Sun at 6pm, Tue at 6pm, 

£45 - £50 

Genting Arena, Birmingham, 
B40 1NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

Clutch - SOLD OUT 

Fri at 7pm, £18 
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Madonna: Rebel Heart Tour 

Wed at 8pm, £175 
Barclaycard Arena, 
Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

The Bootleg Beatles 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

£28.50 - £29.50 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Tue at 7.30pm - 10pm, 

£28.50 - £29.50 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Def Leppard & Whitesnake 

Sat at 6.45pm, £45.70 
Genting Arena, Birmingham, 
B40 1NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

The Selecter 

Sun at 7pm, £16.50 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Into The Shadows: Shadows 
Tribute 

Sat at 7.30pm, £10-£15 
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 
ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

The Darkness 

Fri at 6pm, £25 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 


Slaves 

Wed at 7pm -11pm, £13.50 
The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Stereophonies 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

£33.20 - £48.20 

Genting Arena, Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

Slade: Classic Hits 

Thu at 9.45pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

lain Mackenzie And Georgina 
Jackson: Frank Sinatra: Tribute 

Sat at 7.30pm - 10pm, 

£12.50-£37.50 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Joe Carnall Jnr 

Thu at 7pm - 10pm, 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY8 1 JN. 

Call 01384 397177 

Talon: Eagles Tribute 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. Call 01902 401211 

Sun at 7.30pm, 

Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 1DE. 

Call 01543 578762 

Black Star Riders 

Thu at 7pm, 

Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Peter Cox & Richard Drummie 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

The Space Hoppers 

Fri at 8pm, 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

The Wonder Stuff 

Thu at 7pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

The Stubble Brothers 

Thu at 12am, 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

Space 

Fri at 7pm, £14 

Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 1 RQ. 0870 320 7000 

The Sex Pissed Dolls 

Sun at 7.30pm, £12 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 

DY8 1 JN. Call 01384 397177 

The Charlatans 

Sat at 7pm, £27.50 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. Call 0121 622 8250 


Fallout 

Fri at 10pm, £3-£5 

The Grapes, Stafford 

ST16 2HZ. Call 07989 174631 

Club Berlin 

Sat at 8pm 

Knight’s Quest, Rowley Regis 
B65 0EE. Call 0121 561 5599 

The Beatles tribute Help! 

Sat at 8pm, £6/£8 
Arena Aldridge, 

Walsall, WS9 8QR. 

Call 0844 884 2920 

FOLK & ACOUSTIC 

Arthur Doherty Band 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

Kieran Halpin 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

Newhampton Arts Centre, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 4AN. 

Call 01902 572090 

Luna Rossa 

Sun at 7.45pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Live And Picking 

Thu at 7.30pm, £5 
Newhampton Arts Centre, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 4AN. 

Call 01902 572090 

The Urban Voodoo Machine 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Irish Music Session 

Wed at 8pm, 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Stourbridge, 
DY8 3TB. Call 01384 374410 

JAZZ. SOUL & BLUES 

Sam Coombes Trio 

Fri at 5pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Jersey Boys 

Tue at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

The Delray Rockets 

Sun at 8pm, Free 
The Grapes, Stafford, 

ST16 2HZ. Call 07989 174631 

Tim Jenks - ‘Realms of Glory’ 

Sun at 7.30pm 

Holy Trinity Church, Heath 

Town, Wolverhampton. 

Call 01902 754487 

Tim Jenks - Unplugged 

Wed at 8pm 
Claregate Pub, 

Wolverhampton, 

WV6 9ED. 

Call 01902 754761 


Wabash Jazz Four 

Sun at 1pm 

Albrighton Sports and Social 
Club, WV7 3QT. 

Call 01902 756158 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 

The Birmingham Canoldir 
Male Choir Spirit Of Christmas 

Thu at 7pm, 

Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. Call 0121 780 3333 

Andre Rieu And The Johann 
Strauss Orchestra 

Wed at 7pm, 

£45.70-£105.70 
Genting Arena, Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

Christmas With The Salvation 
Army 

Sun at 2.30pm, 6pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Christmas Carol Concerts 

Mon, Tue at 7.30pm 
Wightwick Manor and Gardens, 
Wolverhampton, WV6 8EE. 

Call 01902 760100 

Metropolitan Brass Quintet 

Sat at 10.30am, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

So This Is Christmas 

Wed at 8pm - 10.30pm, 

£21 - £26 

Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. Call 0121 780 3333 

The Ukulele Orchestra Of Great 
Britain 

Mon at 7.30pm, £24 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Only Men Aloud 

Mon at 7.30pm - 10pm, 

£27.50 

Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. Call 0121 780 3333 

THEATRE 

The Nutcracker 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 22.30pm, 
7.30pm, Sun at 1pm, 

£19-£56 

Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 

Beyond The Barricade 

Sat at 12am, £19.50 - £21.50 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 

Cannock, WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 

The Lion The Witch And The 
Wardrobe 

Fri at 10.15am, 2.30pm, Sat 
at 2pm, Mon at 2.30pm, Tue 
at 10.15am, 2.30pm, Wed at 
2.30pm, Thu at 10.15am, 2.30pm, 
£7.50 - £35 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 

B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 


The Singular Exploits Of 
Sherlock Holmes 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 
Stafford, ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

Jack And The Beanstalk 

Sat at 2.30pm, 6.30pm, Mon 
at 10.30am, 1.30pm, Tue at 
10.30am, 1.30pm, Wed at 
10.30am, 1.30pm, Thu at 
10.30am, 1.30pm, 

Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. 

Call 01527 65203 

That’ll Be The Day Christmas 
Show 2015 

Sat at 7.30pm - 10pm, £25 
Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Andy Williams’ Christmas 
Spectacular Starring 
The Osmonds 

Thu at 7.30pm, £27.50 - £150 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Peter Pan 

Sat at 2.30pm, 7.15pm, 

Sun at 2pm, 6pm, 

Tue - Thu at 2.30pm, 7.15pm, 
£17-£31.50 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 1 DE. Call 01902 573320 

Dynamo 

Until Sun, times vary 
33.20 - £99.70 

Barclaycard Arena, Birmingham, 
B1 2AA. Call 0121 780 4141 

Hairspray 

Mon - Thu at 7pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

COMEDY 

Paddy McGuinness: 

Daddy McGuinness 

Sat at 7.30pm, £17.50-£36 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Ken Dodd: The Happiness 
Show 

Sun at 7pm, 

Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Tom Stade: You’re Welcome! 

Wed at 8pm, £16.50 - £18.70 
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

TALKS 

Dr John Cooper Clarke 

Sun at 7.30pm, 

£16.50-£26.95 
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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entertainment 17 


It’s panto time, 
from Smee to you 



Get ready for a Chuckle or two — The Chuckle Brothers with John Altman as Captain Hook and Ross Carpenter as Peter Pan 


PANTOMIME season is here, oh yes 
it is, with Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre’s swashbuckling panto Peter 
Pan opening on Saturday and run¬ 
ning until January 24. 

Produced by Qdos Entertainment, 
the world’s biggest panto producer, 
this year’s Christmas show stars fam¬ 
ily favourites The Chuckle Brothers 
as Paul and Barry Smee, EastEnders 
actor John Altman as Captain Hook, 
Coronation Street’s Lucy Evans as 


Tinkerbell and newcomer Ross Car¬ 
penter as Peter Pan. 

Showbiz veterans Paul and Barry 
Elliott, real life brothers better 
known to millions as The Chuckle 
Brothers, are regular favourites at 
Wolverhampton, performing at the 
Grand Theatre every year as part of 
the UK tours. It has been 22 years 
since Paul and Barry were last at the 
Grand for a panto season. 

In 1993 they played the Henchmen 


in Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 
alongside Linda Lusardi and Stu 
Francis. 

John Altman is best known as 
‘Nasty’ Nick Cotton in EastEnders 
and was among the show’s original 
cast in 1985. Lucy Evans played the 
role of Lauren Wilson in long-running 
ITV soap Coronation Street. 

Tickets can be booked by calling 
01902 42 92 12 or online at the www. 
grandtheatre.co.uk website. 



Back to the 60s 
with Hairspray 


WELCOME to the 60s when the cast of Hairspray lacquer 
up their beehives and quiffs for a soul-singing and dancing 
alternative to panto in the West Midlands this festive season. 

Birmingham’s New Alexandra Theatre will play host to the 
musical which will star Benidorm favourite Tony Maudsley 
in a frock as Edna Turnblad, a role played by John Travolta 
in the movie version of the show. 

Hairspray is being performed 22 times at the venue from 
December 14 to January 2 as part of a national tour. Set 
in 1962 Baltimore, Hairspray tells the story of high school 
student Tracy and her dreams to dance her way on to na¬ 
tional TV and break the colour bar that stops black and white 
youngsters dancing together. Freya Sutton will play Tracy, 
for which she won acclaim during the show’s UK tour in 2013. 

Tony Maudsley is best known as hairdresser Kenneth in 
the Costa Del Sol-set TV comedy series and can also be seen 
in The Job Lot. Ex-Blue Peter presenter Peter Duncan will 
play Edna’s ever-loving husband Wilbur and Liverpudlian ac¬ 
tress Claire Sweeney will be play villainous Velma Von Tussle 
with X Factor star Brenda Edwards as Motormouth Maybelle 

General manager of the New Alexandra Theatre, Andrew 
Lister, said: “We always feel we have a unique offering here 
at the venue for the festive period and this year is no excep¬ 
tion.” 

Hairspray won eight Tony Awards on Broadway and had 
a hit run in the West End where the Ednas included Michael 
Ball, Phil Jupitus and Brian Conley. 


Merry times with 
festive laughter 

LAUGH your way into the sea¬ 
son with veteran comic Ken 
Dodd celebrating 60 years in 
showbiz with his Laughter Show 
at Wolverhampton Civic Hall 
on Sunday. Don’t anticipate an 
early night as the Liverpudlian 
comedian has a reputation for 
giving plenty of value for money. 

Ed Byrne is at the Wulfrun 
Hall tonight (Thu), the same 
night that Mock The Week 
regular Andy Parsons is at Bir¬ 
mingham Town Hall. Paddy 
McGuiness talks about father¬ 
hood in his Daddy McGuinness 
show at Wolverhampton Civic 
Hall on Saturday. Canadian co¬ 
median Tom Stade, who used to 
live in the Black Country, is at 
the Wulfrun Hall on Wednesday. 


String along for a 
plucky performance 

THE Ukulele Orchestra of 
Great Britain celebrate 30 
Plucking Years at Birming¬ 
ham’s Symphony Hall on Mon¬ 
day. Expect a fun time with 
eight ukuleles, 16 hands and 
32 strings, and one happy au¬ 
dience. 

There’s an audience with the 
Bard of Salford when punk poet 
John Cooper Clarke brings his 
sharp wit to the Wulfrun Hall 
on Sunday. 

On Monday vocal group Only 
Men Aloud present their Christ¬ 
mas show at Birmingham Town 
Hall. Jools Holland and his 
Rhythm and Blues Orchestra 
have sold out their December 17 
gig at the Symphony Hall. 


Easy listening stars 
are out and about 

KING of the waltz, Dutch vio¬ 
linist Andre Rieu brings his Jo¬ 
hann Strauss Orchestra to the 
Genting Arena on Wednesday. 

It’s Christmas Party time 
with The Overtones at Sym¬ 
phony Hall, Birmingham, to¬ 
morrow (Fri) and the Sinatra 
Centenary concert is at the same 
venue on Saturday. Christmas 
with The Neales at Birmingham 
Town Hall is a Sunday home 
date for the family group from 
Britain’s Got Talent. Merrill, 
Jay and Jimmy Osmond recre¬ 
ate the cosy magic of The Andy 
Williams Christmas Special, the 
US TV show that made their 
name, at Wolverhampton Civic 
Hall on Thursday, December 17. 



CHRISTMAS PARTIES AT PERRY BARR GREYHOUND STADIUM 


PARTY ROOM 

from 

£25.00 


k ' • * TMCKSIDE H 

f £1340 M 

RESTAURANT per person 


£25.00 


mm-CAll 0870 840 7411 

mQajJ click: lovethedogschristmas.co.uk 

ALL PRE-BOOKED PACKAGES INCLUDE £7 ADMISSION AND RACE CARD. 


AWARD WINNING RESTAURANT I 


10% % 

DISCOUNT 

on takeaway ^ 

Collection only 
L over £12.00 , 


AUTHENTIC EASTERN CUISINE 
^^Traditional English or Indian Menu 

Starter, main and dessert 

£21.95 pp 

£13.95 Children 

Deposit required with all bookings 

w - — For daytime bookings call 07957 792490 


FREE HOME 
DELIVERY 
SERVICE 
AVAILABLE 


You are welcome to 
bring your own drinks 

Open 7 Days A Week 
5.30pm till late 


jjg jysiEAr 


Unit 1, Market Place, 
Elmore Row, Bloxwich 
WS3 2HR 


01922 
408 499 
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travel 



Plenty of grandeur - sit back and admire The Lawns main dining area The lobster dish that helped win Mat regional chef title Prosecco anyone? Staff will bring you some bubbly to go with your bubbles 



The very Parisienne chic decor is perfect for a girls’ getaway 


This festive treat is a real feast and 
it's just too, too good to wait for 


CHRISTMAS. Yes. It’s well and 
truly hurtling towards us and with 
it comes the frantic shopping 
trips and hopes for weather to 
produce that special ambiance 
only a sprinkling of snow can 
create. Fingers crossed. 

As unpredictable as the British 
weather may be, Thornton Hall’s spa 
is one place you are guaranteed the 
white stuff whatever the forecast, al¬ 
beit in a small corner of Cheshire with 
the UK’s only snow cave. 

You can’t exactly build a snowman, but 
fresh powder on your body after a blast in 
the sauna certainly invigorates the senses - 
be sure to wear flip flops as due to the chilly 
floor you’ll end up showing off your best 
Happy Feet penguin impression to people 


By Maria Bagnall 

looking much cooler than you. Roughly 60 
miles from Wolverhampton in The Wirral, 
the four-star Thornton Hall hotel is within 
easy reach and an ideal place to base your¬ 
self for some festive down time or, as the 
season demands, stocking up on gifts as it’s 
just five minutes from designer shopping 
outlet Cheshire Oaks. 

Extensive 

But there is much, much more to Thorn¬ 
ton Hall than its snow cave, extensive gym, 
spa and outdoor hot tub area where staff 
bring you Prosecco to wash down your 
strawberries. 

The real treat is in the Lawns Restaurant 
where its three AA Rosettes for fine dining 
has attracted an exemplary team to dish up 
a sublime selection of dishes ranging from 


lobster to lamb and a magnificent cheese 
board with around 40 deliciously whiffy 
options. 

As one of eight regional finalists for the 
Great British Menu last year, you’d expect 
something pretty special from chef Matt 
Worswick’s menu and it doesn’t disappoint. 

A hot spot for the regions’ finest dining, 
there are various options to chose from, but 
as a huge fan of the series it was an unmiss¬ 
able opportunity to tuck into the very same 
tasty tidbits those lucky judges enjoyed in 
the finals with the four-course tasting menu 
and wine to accompany each course - who 
could resist? 

Fellow diners are supposed to have the 
same menu but with so many options my 
partner chose from the main menu, giving 
us a good cross section of dishes. 

Describing courses individually would 
turn this review into a Lord of the Rings 


style epic series. Suffice to say each dish 
was imaginative, presented with perfection 
containing balanced flavours. I found the 
whole experience right up my street from 
the 36-page wine list, a great selection of 
gins like the Botanist and Hendricks, to 
views of open countryside from the out¬ 
door hot tubs, an exemplary team of staff 
throughout the hotel. 

Even the bar ladies who served up zingy 
lemon sherbet cocktails in the opulent bar 
with metallic low lights, rich embroidered 
fabrics and cool retro furniture left me a bit 
lost for words. 

But one thing’s for sure, Thornton Hall is 
a feast for the senses in every sense of the 
word and deserving of its exemplary repu¬ 
tation. I’ll definitely be heading back...and 
won’t be waiting until next winter. 
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SATURDAY’S TV DECEMBER 12” 


CHOICE 



Rita Ora 


The X Factor 
(ITV, 8pm) 

The three finalists assemble for 
the first of this weekend’s live 
Grand Final shows. Weeks of 
lively auditions, gruelling boot 
camps and nerve-jangling live 
shows come to a head over the 
next two nights, but before the 
winner is named, the would-be 
pop-stars must first make it 
through two more showdowns, 
as judges Simon Cowell, Rita 
Ora, Cheryl Fernandez-Versini 
and Nick Grimshaw are once 
again called upon to deliver 
their verdict on each act’s 
singing prowess. The act with 
the lowest public-vote figures 
will face an early exit from the 
contest. Naturally, the stakes 
are the highest they’ve ever 
been for the hopeful pop icons, 
and as ever, presenter duo Oily 
Murs and Caroline Flack are on 
hand to provide moral support. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Simply Nigella. (R) 12.00 
BBC News; Weather. 12.10 Football 
Focus. 12.50 Saturday Sportsday. 1.00 
Lewis Flamilton: Making Flistory - FI 
2015 Review. 2.00 Bargain Flunt. (R) 
3.00 Film: Toy Story. (1995) Pixar 
animated adventure, with the voice of 
Tom Flanks. 4.15 Final Score. 5.15 
Celebrity Mastermind. (R) 5.45 BBC 
News. 5.55 Regional Programme. 

6.00 Pointless Celebrities. Louis 
Theroux, Nancy Strang, Michael 
Underwood, Angellica Bell, Calum 
Best, Angie Best, Gary Lineker and 
Harry Lineker take part in a family- 
themed edition of the quiz. 

6.50 Strictly Come Dancing. Only five 
couples remain as the pro¬ 
celebrity dancing contest reaches 
the semi-finals, and with a shot at 
a place in the final on the line, the 
challenge is increased to match 
the stakes. This week, Craig Revel 
Horwood, Bruno Tonioli, Len 
Goodman and Darcey Bussell have 
challenged the contestants to 
master two routines, Latin and 
Ballroom, with the judges 
providing their verdict after each 
performance. Once the stars have 
had both their turns on the dance¬ 
floor, the lines will be opened for 
viewers to cast their votes. 
Tomorrow, the bottom two 
couples will be asked to take part 
in a nerve-racking dance-off, 
which will ultimately determine 
which of them will not be claiming 
a place in the grand final next 
weekend. 

8.30 Casualty. Connie refuses to let her 
personal life interfere with her 
duties as clinical lead, but in doing 
so, she ends up dismissing 
Jacob’s concerns about a very real 
problem. 

9.20 The National Lottery Live. Ore 

Oduba presents as the all- 
important winning numbers are 
revealed. 

9.30 Mrs Brown’s Boys Christmas 
Special. Mrs Brown tries to work 
out what is inside a parcel 
addressed to Cathy and discovers 
Rory is planning to have plastic 
surgery. (R) 

10.00 BBC News; Weather. 

10.20 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents; National Lottery Update. 

11.40The Apprentice. (R) 

12.40 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.45 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.05 Race to Super Bowl 50. (R) 6.55 
Film: Anything But Christmas. (2012) 
8.25 Film: Ray Harryhausen: Special 
Effects Titan. (2011) 10.00 Animal Park. 
(R) 10.30 Kangaroo Dundee. (R) 11.00 
Ronnie’s Animal Crackers. (R) 11.30 
Ronnie’s Animal Crackers. (R) 12.00 
James Martin - Home Comforts at 
Christmas. (R) 12.45 James Martin - 
Home Comforts at Christmas. (R) 1.30 
James Martin - Home Comforts at 
Christmas. (R) 2.15 Len and Ainsley’s 
Big Food Adventure. (R) 3.00 Terry and 
Mason’s Great Food Trip. (R) 3.30 
Escape to the Country. (R) 4.15 Flog It! 
5.15 Euro 2016 Draw. Live coverage 
from Paris. 

6.30 The Great Pottery Throw Down. 

The four remaining potters 
compete in the final with Kate 
Malone and Keith Brymer Jones 
presenting them with their most 
technically demanding challenge 
in the Main Make when they have 
to make an original 12-piece tea 
set out of porcelain. For their Spot 
Test, they must cut intricate and 
decorative designs into leather 
hard porcelain using a technique 
known as “the devil’s work”, and 
for the Throw Down they have just 
20 minutes to make three high¬ 
shouldered jugs - one of the 
hardest shapes to throw at the 
wheel. Last in the series. (R) 

7.30 Japan: Earth’s Enchanted 
Islands. Michelle Dockery 
narrates an exploration of the 
Ryukyu Islands in south-west 
Japan, revealing unexpected 
stories of isolation, unique wildlife 
and unsolved mysteries. (R) 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring sets up 
an observation post in the local 
lighthouse and annoys the ARP 
wardens by flooding the whole 
town with light during an air raid. 

(R) 

9.00 Ql XL. Jimmy Carr, Aisling Bea 
and Danny Bhoy compete 
alongside resident panellist Alan 
Davies, as question master 
Stephen Fry muddles through the 
middle show of the middle series. 

9.45 T0TP2: Christmas 2015. 
Christmas-themed hits from the 
archive, including songs by Tom 
Jones, Adele, Wizzard, Slade, 
Wham, Jona Lewie, the Pogues 
and Kirsty MacColl, Shakin’ 
Stevens, Pulp and Cilia Black. 

10.45 Film: The Prestige. (2006) 

12.50 Film: The Winslow Boy. (1999) 

2.30 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.30 Pat 
& Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 

7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Super 4. (R) 7.40 
Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 7.50 
Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 8.00 
The Aquabats! Super Show! (R) 8.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.00 Jessie. 9.25 
Murder, She Wrote. (R) 10.20 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.30 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.35 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 1 .40 Judge Rinder. (R) 2.40 Film: 
The Polar Express. (2004) 4.30 Doc 
Martin. (R) 5.35 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.45 Catchphrase Celebrity 
Special. 

6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special. 

Jimi Mistry, Gemma Atkinson, 
Nadia Sawalha and James Cosmo 
answer general knowledge 
questions and work together to 
tackle quiz genius the Chaser and 
secure a cash prize for charity. 

Last in the series. 

8.00 The X Factor. The three finalists 
assemble for the first of this 
weekend’s live Grand Final shows. 
Weeks of lively auditions, gruelling 
boot camps and nerve-jangling 
live shows come to a head over 
the next two nights, but before the 
winner is named, the would-be 
pop-stars must first make it 
through two more showdowns, as 
judges Simon Cowell, Rita Ora, 
Cheryl Fernandez-Versini and Nick 
Grimshaw are once again called 
upon to deliver their verdict on 
each act’s singing prowess. The 
act with the lowest public-vote 
figures will face an early exit from 
the contest this evening, bowing 
out in third place. Naturally, the 
stakes are the highest they’ve ever 
been for the hopeful pop icons, 
and as ever, presenter duo Oily 
Murs and Caroline Flack are on 
hand to provide some much- 
needed moral support on-stage. 

By the end of tomorrow evening, 
one of the two remaining acts will 
claim their place in the spotlight as 
this year’s winner. 

10.05 The Jonathan Ross Show. 

11.10 ITV News; Weather. 

11.30 Piers Morgan’s Life Stories: Burt 
Reynolds. (R) 

12.20 Jackpot247.3.00 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.45 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 Anglesey Sandman 
Triathlon. 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.00 The Morning Line. 
10.00 Frasier. (R) 10.30 Frasier. (R) 

11.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 12.30 The Simpsons. 
(R) 1.00 The Simpsons. (R) 1.30 
Channel 4 Racing. Live coverage from 
Cheltenham and Doncaster. 4.00 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 4.25 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 5.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 
5.35 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.05 Come Dine with Me. Fun-loving 
salesman Charlie Spiteri hosts the 
final festive dinner party in south¬ 
east London, hoping to impress 
his guests with a three-bird roast 
and a snow machine. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The World’s Weirdest Weather. 
Weather conditions that cause fish 
to be washed ashore in India and 
draws sharks to the coast of 
Brisbane. Plus, an unusually heavy 
snowfall in Tucson, Arizona and 
strange circles in the Namibian 
desert, as well as footage of 
hailstorms, lightning and thunder 
storms. 

8.00 Grand Designs. Kevin McCloud 
follows software executive Andy 
and garden designer Nicki, who 
are planning to build a “floating” 
house on the Thames, which 
would be the first of its kind in the 
UK. (R) 

9.00 Film: Red 2. (2013) Premiere. 
Former CIA agent Frank Moses 
reunites his squad of retired 
operatives for a vital mission. A 
devastatingly powerful new 
weapon has been stolen, and it 
falls to Frank’s team to retrieve it - 
which means facing lethal 
assassins, terrorists and corrupt 
government officials out to steal 
the device. Action thriller sequel, 
starring Bruce Willis, Helen Mirren 
and John Malkovich. 

11.15TFI Friday. Martin Freeman, Idris 
Elba, Paul Heaton and Jacqui 
Abbott, James Bay, Rita Ora and 
Sigma join Chris Evans for the 
entertainment show mixing music 
and chat with stunts and skits. (R) 
12.20 Adam Hills: Happyism Live. (R) 

1.15 Alan Carr: Chatty Man. (R) 2.10 
Fargo. (R) 3.20 Hollyoaks. (R) 5.30 
River Cottage Bites. (R) 5.40 Kirstie’s 
Vintage Gems. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 9.30 The Saturday Show. 
11.30 Film: Santa Who? (2000) 1.20 
Film: The Perfect Holiday. (2007) 
Premiere. Romantic comedy, starring 
Morris Chestnut and Gabrielle Union. 
3.10 Film: The Nine Lives of Christmas. 
(2014) Premiere. Romantic comedy, 
starring Brandon Routh and Kimberly 
Sustad. 4.55 Film: Once Upon a 
Christmas. (2000) Premiere. Family 
drama, starring Kathy Ireland. 

6.35 5 News Weekend. 

6.40 Funniest Fails, Falls & Flops. 
7.05 Police Interceptors. An officer 
tackles a drunken youth in a 
domestic dispute, a speeding 
motorist causes chaos after 
crashing into a gas main, and 
Doug gets to grips with a burglar. 

(R) 

8.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. In 

the final episode of the series, 
Stewart and Ian head to 
Nottingham to recover a debt of 
nearly £3,000 in unpaid rent. In 
East London, Paul and Phil head to 
a flat expecting a routine eviction, 
but get more than they bargained 
for when they find dodgy wiring, 
illegal substances, and two men 
sleeping in squalid conditions. 
Meanwhile, Stewart and Victor 
hunt down one of their biggest 
debts of the year - £66,000 owed 
by a businessman. Finally, in West 
London, Steve and Ben try to evict 
a tenant who has broken the terms 
of her lease, but suspect a 
subletting scam when they find 
that the three-bedroom semi has 
been converted into tiny bedsits. 
Last in the series. (R) 

9.00 Football League Tonight. Kelly 
Cates and George Riley present 
extended highlights of the 
weekend’s top matches, including 
Hull City v Bolton Wanderers at the 
KC Stadium and Middlesbrough v 
Birmingham City at the Riverside 
in the Championship. Plus, all the 
goals from League One and 
League Two, a round-up of the 
main talking points, and interviews 
with a selection of players and 
managers. 

10.25The Definitive History of Star 
Wars. (R) 

11.25 How Star Wars Changed the 
World. (R) 

12.25 The Gadget Show Christmas 
Special. (R) 1.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 
Crackers About Christmas. (R) 4.00 
Kids’ Hospital at Christmas. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 8.00 Top Gear 
9.00 Live at the Apollo 9.30 Film: 8 Mile 
(2002) 11.15 Family Guy 1.50 Josh 2.20 
Asian Provocateur 2.50 Great Movie 
Mistakes III: Not in 3D 3.00 Together 
4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Empire of the Seas: How the Navy 
Forged the Modern World 8.00 Britain’s 
Outlaws: Highwaymen, Pirates and 
Rogues 9.00 The Bridge 11.00 Jeff 
Lynne’s ELO in Concert 12.00 Mr Blue 
Sky: The Story of Jeff Lynne and ELO 

I. 00 Top of the Pops: 1 980 1.40 
Rollermania: Britain’s Biggest Boy Band 
2.40 T0TP2: Boy Bands 3.35 Close 
ITV2 

II. 35TheXtraFactor12.35 I’m a 
Celebrity Get Me Out of Here! Coming 
Out 1.40 Elf: Buddy’s Musical Christmas 

2.40 Scorpion 3.35 You’ve Been Framed 
at Christmas! 4.35 Take Me Out Celebrity 
Christmas Special 5.45 Film: Mr 
Magorium’s Wonder Emporium (2007) 

7.40 Film: Back to the Future Part III 
(1990) 10.05 The Xtra Factor 11.05 
Celebrity Juice Christmas Special 12.05 
Release The Hounds: Jingle Hell I1 1.05 
Viral Tap 1.40 Totally Bonkers Guinness 
World Records 2.30 Animal Practice 

2.50 Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.50 Rosemary & Thyme 12.50 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 2.55 A Touch of Frost 
4.55 Film: Columbo: Last Salute to the 
Commodore (1976) 7.00 Rosemary & 
Thyme 8.00 Midsomer Murders 10.00 
Lewis 12.05 A Touch of Frost 2.10 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

2.35 Film: Blues Brothers 2000 (1998) 
5.00 The Car Chasers 6.00 Fifth Gear 
7.00 Storage Wars: New York 8.00 River 
Monsters 9.00 Film: Hard to Kill (1990) 
11.05 Film: The Quest (1996) 1.00 Film: 
The Sentinel (2006) 2.55 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

2.05 Melissa & Joey 3.00 The Goldbergs 
4.00 Film: City of Ember (2008) 6.00 The 
Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Paul (2011) 
11.05 Gogglebox 1.15 The Inbetweeners 
2.20 The IT Crowd 3.15 How I Met Your 
Mother 4.00 Revenge 
Film4 

1.00 The Dark Crystal (1982) 2.50 The 
Rugrats Movie (1999) 4.25 Earthquake 
(1974) 6.50 Field of Dreams (1989) 9.00 
Insidious: Chapter 2 (2013) 11.10 
Shutter Island (2010) 1.35 The Keep 
(1983) 3.35 Close 
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“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 


THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail 



ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150 



Extra discount for our retired 
& disabled customers 


Recession Busting 
Fitted Prices 


39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
Showroom also at 
Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


Wolverhampton Grammar School 

Education as individual as your child 

Independent Day School for Boys and Girls 

Junior School ages 7-11 | Senior School ages 11-16 | Sixth Form ages 16-18 



Junior School Open Day 

Saturday 30th January from 10am - 1.30pm 

Years 7, 8 and 9 Entrance Test - Saturday 9th January 

To register for the Entrance Test please contact our Admissions Registrar, Mrs Jane Morris 
(tel) 01902 422939 (email) jam@wgs-sch.net 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

GRAMMAR SCHOOL 


01902 421326 

www.wgs.org.uk 

Wolverhampton Grammar School | Compton Road | Wolverhampton | WV3 9RB 
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CHOICE 



Tim Peake 


Horizon: Tim Peake Special 
- How to Be an Astronaut 
(BBC2,8pm) 

Tim Peake is a European Space 
Agency astronaut who has been 
preparing for blast-off for two 
years. The former British Army 
Ai r Corps officer has spent that 
period being followed by a BBC 
camera crew who, if the 
resulting documentary is 
anything to go by, appear to have 
recorded his every moment. 
Peake also narrates the 
programme, offering enthralling 
insights into what it is to put your 
life on the line so you can journey 
into space. He also introduces 
us to his fellow mission crew 
members, Nasa’sTim Kopra 
and Roscosmos cosmonaut Yuri 
Malenchenko, who have both 
flown before and have 
experienced spacewalks while 
working on the construction of 
the Space Station. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.40 Match of the Day. 

(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 

Fern Britton Meets Lord Ashdown. 11.00 

Regional Programme. 12.15 Bargain 

Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 

Saving the Forgotten Jews. 1.45 Lifeline. 

I. 55 Flog It! (R) 2.45 Film: Toy Story 2. 

(1999) 4.15 Songs of Praise. 4.50 The 

Hunt. (R) 5.50 BBC News. 

6.10 Regional Programme. 

6.20 Countryfile. Ellie Harrison and 
Matt Baker explore the Dark Peak 
and the White Peak in Derbyshire, 
visiting the caverns made by the 
erosion from rainwater and going 
in search of England’s only 
population of mountain hares. 
Sean Fletcher reports on the 
renovation of Haddon Hall, Adam 
Henson presents a look at the 
history of tractors, and Tom Heap 
discovers how wild boar have 
returned to the Forest of Dean. 
Including Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 

7.20 Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Results. The five remaining 
couples gather for one last 
elimination show, as the least 
successful couples face a dance- 
off. Plus, Kylie Minogue performs 
with the professional dancers. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the second of two 
episodes from Balmoral, where 
she takes a tour of the grounds in 
a 1953 land rover and watches 
archive footage of the royal family. 
Valuables brought in to be viewed 
include a collection of medals 
from both World Wars presented 
to a man who also rescued 
survivors from the Titanic, an art 
nouveau mirror and a 16th- 
century bottle that survived being 
unearthed by a digger. 

9.00 The Hunt. Efforts to protect 

endangered predators, looking at 
the precarious future for species 
on five continents, including lions, 
tigers, polar bears and blue 
whales. Last in the series. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 

Chapman presents action from 
today’s Premier League matches. 

II. 40 Citizen Khan. As Mr Khan enters 

the Great Sparkhill Bake Off, Mrs 
Khan worries that Alia’s new 
boyfriend sounds too rough. (R) 

12.10 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.15 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.00 The A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 

6.45 Big Dreams Small Spaces. (R) 7.45 
Countryfile. (R) 8.45 An Island Parish: 
Falklands. (R) 9.15 Saturday Kitchen 
Best Bites. 10.45 James Martin - Home 
Comforts at Christmas. (R) 11.30 James 
Martin - Home Comforts at Christmas. 
(R) 12.15 M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 Film: 
Jason and the Argonauts. (1963) Fantasy 
adventure, starring Todd Armstrong. 

2.45 Family Finders. (R) 3.15 Escape to 
the Continent. (R) 4.15 Athletics: 
European Cross Country Highlights. 5.20 
Film: Nativity! (2009) Comedy, starring 
Martin Freeman. 

7.00 Celebrity Antiques Road Trip. TV 

chef Ainsley Harriott and presenter 
Anne Diamond take on the 
antiques-hunting challenge. 
Travelling in and around London 
on their search for auction-worthy 
items, Anne finds out why Britain 
became a nation of tea-lovers and 
Ainsley learns about the world’s 
first celebrity chef. (R) 

8.00 Horizon: Tim Peake Special - 
How to Be an Astronaut. A video 
diary filmed over two years by Tim 
Peake, who will become the first 
British astronaut to board the 
International Space Station on 15 
December. His personal footage 
details some of the risks and 
pressures he faces, as well as the 
rigorous training required to go 
into space, including replicating 
spacewalks and training to deal 
with the physical dangers of 
weighlessness, undergoing 
exercises in the Soyuz capsule and 
space station mockups, and 
preparing to spend time away 
from his wife and two sons. 

9.00 The Secret History of the British 
Garden. Monty Don concludes the 
series by exploring how gardening 
has developed over the past 100 
years, and how horticulture has 
become a key part of Britain’s 
economy. Last in the series. 

10.00 Professor Green: Suicide and Me. 
The rapper explores the 
circumstances surrounding his 
father’s suicide and investigates 
why suicide is the biggest killer of 
males under the age of 45 in 
Britain. Previously shown on BBC3. 
11.00 Film: Seven Years in Tibet. 

(1997) Fact-based drama, starring 
Brad Pitt and David Thewlis. 

1.10 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 2.05 
Holby City. (R) 3.05 James Martin - 
Home Comforts at Christmas. (R) 3.50 
This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.30 Pat 
& Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 
7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Super 4. (R) 7.40 
Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 7.50 
Mr Bean: The Animated Series. 8.00 The 
Aquabats! Super Show! (R) 8.30 Marvel 
Super Heroes: Maximum Overload. (R) 
9.00 Jessie. 9.25 Murder, She Wrote. 

(R) 10.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 

11.30 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.30 
ITV News; Weather. 12.40 Film: Evil 
Under the Sun. (1982) Mystery, starring 
Peter Ustinov. 3.00 The X Factor. (R) 

5.00 Film: The Scorpion King. (2002) 
Fantasy action adventure, starring 
Dwayne Johnson. 

6.35 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Jekyll and Hyde. Part two of two. 
Robert goes in search of his 
former ally, the vigilante Spring 
Heeled Jack, and the mysterious 
parasite that has taken control of 
him. However, the creature 
abandons its host and take over 
Ravi, who now faces either a 
painful death when it is finished 
with him or being killed by MIO 
agents in an attempt to destroy the 
infection. Robert tries to find a way 
to save his brother, while also 
using the parasite as bait to lure 
Bulstrode into a trap and rid 
himself of MIO once and for all. 
8.00 The X Factor. Caroline Flack and 
Oily Murs host the climax of the 
singing contest from the SSE 
Arena, Wembley. A host of special 
guests will be appearing on stage 
before the results of the viewers’ 
votes are tallied up and this year’s 
winner is announced. The 
performer in question will get to 
record this year’s X Factor single - 
a cover version of Bob Dylan’s 
classic song Forever Young. Last 
in the series. 

10.00The World According to Kenny 
Everett. Profile of the comedian 
and DJ, featuring classic clips 
from his TV shows, never-before- 
seen archive footage, and and 
contributions from family, friends 
and colleagues. 

11.00 ITV News; Weather. 

11.15The Chase. Bradley Walsh 
presents. (R) 

12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 
3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 Beat 
the Sun 2015. 7.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 1.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 1.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 2.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

2.30 The Simpsons. (R) 3.00 Film: 
Marley and Me. (2008) Comedy drama 
based on journalist John Grogan’s 
account of life with a mischievous golden 
Labrador he bought for his wife. Starring 
Owen Wilson, Jennifer Aniston and 
Kathleen Turner. 5.20 Film: Aladdin. 

(1992) A street urchin happens across a 
magical lamp, home to a genie with the 
ability to grant wishes. Disney animated 
adventure, with the voices of Robin 
Williams and Scott Weinger. 

7.00 Channel 4 News. 

7.30 Britain’s Wildest Weather 2015. 
Documentary featuring footage of 
unusual weather conditions in the 
past year shot by members of the 
public, including freak hailstorms, 

113mph winds, deadly lightning 
strikes and even a tornado. The 
programme includes interviews 
with those involved, including 
tanker pilots, mountain rescue 
teams, weather watchers and 
hikers. 

9.00 Homeland. Allison is placed under 
interrogation, and Carrie and 
Astrid decide to search for Quinn. 
Thriller following a team of CIA 
agents, starring Claire Danes and 
Miranda Otto. 

10.00 Gogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 
11.05 Film: Mama. (2013) A couple take 
in two orphans left alone in the 
woods, unaware a supernatural 
force is watching over the children. 
Horror, starring Jessica Chastain 
and Nikolaj Coster-Waldau. 

12.55 Grand Designs Australia. Peter 
Maddison meets couple Jason Bretell 
and Jennifer Pancari, as they set about 
restoring a 150-year-old cottage in the 
Melbourne suburb of Williamstown. (R) 

1.45 Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners. 
Featuring a vintage-stall owner who has 
filled sheds, a gazebo and much of her 
house with her hoard, and a woman 
whose home has not had a deep clean in 
12 years. (R) 2.40 Four in a Bed. (R) 

5.05 Location, Location, Location. 

Kirstie Allsopp and Phil Spencer revisit 
Matt Rushworth, who wanted to settle 
down in Windsor. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Bob the Builder. (R) 
6.45 Tickety Toe. (R) 6.55 Zack and 
Quack. (R) 7.05 Roobarb and Custard 
Too. (R) 7.15 Make Way for Noddy. (R) 
7.25 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.40 Little Princess. 
(R) 8.00 Pip Ahoy! (R) 8.10 Blaze and 
the Monster Machines. (R) 8.35 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.50 Wanda 
and the Alien. (R) 9.05 Toby’s Travelling 
Circus. (R) 9.20 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.40 
LazyTown. (R) 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 Football League 
Tonight. (R) 12.00 Funniest Fails, Falls & 
Flops. (R) 12.35 Film: The Christmas 
Shepherd. (2014) Drama, starring Teri 
Polo. 2.20 Film: Meet the Santas. (2005) 
Fantasy comedy sequel, with Steve 
Guttenberg. 4.05 Film: Mrs Miracle 2: 
Miracle in Manhattan. (2010) Family 
drama sequel, starring Doris Roberts. 
6.00 Film: A Country Christmas Story. 
(2013) Premiere. A teenager from 
the Appalachian mountains 
dreams of being a country singer, 
but her mother does not approve 
of her ambitions. She defies her 
family to take part in a concert 
organised by Dolly Parton at her 
theme park, and the journey opens 
her eyes to the history of country 
music. Musical, starring Desiree 
Ross and Megyn Price, with 
Parton as herself. 

7.35 Film: Scrooge. (1970) Hard¬ 
hearted Victorian miser Ebenezer 
Scrooge refuses to join in with the 
spirit of the festive season - until a 
succession of spectral visitors turn 
up to teach him the error of his 
ways. Musical adaptation of 
Charles Dickens’ classic A 
Christmas Carol, starring Albert 
Finney, Alec Guinness, Kenneth 
More, Edith Evans and Paddy 
Stone. 

9.55 5 News Weekend. 

10.00 Film: The Blind Side. (2009) 
Premiere. A couple take in a 
homeless teenager and help him 
fund his education and train to be 
an American football player. Fact- 
based drama, with Sandra Bullock 
and Quinton Aaron. 

12.30 Who Killed Santa: True Crimes. A 
homeless man is murdered. (R) 1.05 
SuperCasino. Viewers get the chance to 
take part in live interactive gaming, with a 
mix of roulette-wheel spins and lively 
chat from the presenting team. 3.10 
Danger: Teen Bingers. Young people who 
are obese. (R) 4.00 House Doctor. Aflat 
in Kensal Green, west London. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 8.00 Top Gear 
9.00 Film: Enemy of the State (1998) 
11.05 Family Guy 11.50 American Dad! 
12.10 Family Guy 12.30 Josh 1.00 Rent 
a Cop 1.30 Siblings 3.00 Together 4.00 
Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Blood and Gold: The Making of 
Spain with Simon Sebag Montefiore 8.00 
Ballrooms and Ballerinas: Dance at the 
BBC 9.00 Dance Rebels: A Story of 
Modern Dance 10.30 Film: Easy Money 
11(2012)12.05 Storyville: Russia’s 
Toughest Prison - The Condemned 1.25 
Treasures of the Anglo-Saxons 2.25 The 
Mary Rose: ATimewatch Guide 3.25 
Close 
ITV2 

11.15 The X Factor 1.20 The Xtra Factor 
2.20 Merry Christmas Mr Bean 2.55 
Film: Ella Enchanted (2004)4.50 
Catchphrase Christmas Special 5.50 
Film: Peter Pan (2003) 8.00 Film: The 
Nutty Professor (1996) 10.00 The Xtra 
Factor 11.00 Film: Keith Lemon: The 
Film (2012) 12.50 Viral Tap 1.30 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World Records 1.55 
Animal Practice 2.20 Teleshopping 5.50 
ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.55 Film: Columbo: Last Salute to the 
Commodore (1976) 2.55 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 4.55 Midsomer 
Murders: Ghosts of Christmas Past 7.00 
Paul O’Grady: For the Love of Dogs 8.00 
Lewis 10.00 Midsomer Murders 12.05 
Film: Murder on the Orient Express 
(1974) 2.25 Wycliffe 3.20 ITV3 
Nightscreen 3.40 Emmerdale 
ITV4 

3.05 Film: No Name on the Bullet (1959) 
4.45 Film: Jeremiah Johnson (1972) 7.00 
The Chase: Celebrity Special 8.00 Football 
Dream Debuts 9.00 Film: The Day of the 
Jackal (1973) 11.55 Film: Quadrophenia 
(1979) 2.20 Pawn Stars 2.40 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.30 Film: Lemony Snicket’s A Series of 
Unfortunate Events (2004) 2.35 
Rude(ish) Tube 3.00 Couples Come Dine 
with Me 4.00 The Big Bang Theory 6.30 
Film: Twilight (2008) 9.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 10.30 The Inbetweeners 11.35 
The IT Crowd 12.40 First Dates 1.40 
Gogglebox 2.40 Rules of Engagement 
Film4 

11.00 Love Story (1970) 1.00 Pom Poko 
(1994) 3.35 King Kong (1976) 6.25 A 
Knight’s Tale (2001) 9.00 Taken 2 (2012) 
10.50 Repo Men (2010) 1.00 Copycat 
(1995) 3.30 Close 


£10 INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

Sign up to an Express & Star PLUS+ subscription today 



The benefits of joining Express & Star PLUS+ 


Express & Star delivered, six nights a week 
Digital editon of the Express & Star 
Mobile apps for iPhone and Android 
Tablet apps for iPad, Android & Kindle Fire 
7 day searchable archive 
Holiday stop/start / 

Interactive features 
Online subscription manager 
Accessible worldwide 






SUBSCRIBE TODAY: Freephone 0800 146 540 Express & Star 

or E-mail: starservice@expressandstar.co.uk print i mobile i tablet i online 


CHRONICLE 


Are 



picture? 

Have you appeared 
in the Chronicle? 

Order your photos now 
Go to: photosforsale.expressandstar.com 
Or call: 01902 319444 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm) 


We offer: photos | canvas prints | mugs 
mousemats | keyrings | coasters 
jigsaws | fridge magnets 
iPad wallpaper | MMS messages 

Only selected prints available and copyright restrictions apply. Photos available to 
view and order online the next working day after publication. Allow 28 days for delivery. 
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FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

The Christmas Switch, Channel 5,3.45pm 

Premiere. A hustler begins to rethink his outlook on life 
when he agrees to magically swap bodies with a 
dying man at Christmas. Fantasy, starring Brian 
Krause and Cedric Smith. (2014) 

TUESDAY 

Mr Miracle, Channel 5,2.05pm 

A trainee guardian angel is sent to Earth to help 
people, but quickly finds he has a lot to learn about 
human behaviour. Undaunted, he chooses as his first 
assignment a woman whose father has recently died, 
making a bumbling attempt to boost her confidence so 
she can make a fresh start. Fantasy comedy, starring 
Rob Morrow and Britt Irvin. (2014) 


WEDNESDAY 


A Star for Christmas, Channel 5,3.45pm 

A baker’s life is thrown into chaos by a recent break¬ 
up and her co-worker leaving her to cope alone 
during a busy period. Things look up when she falls in 
love with a handsome customer, but does not realise 
he is a movie star in town to shoot a film. Meanwhile, 
her ex-boyfriend is less than happy about her new 
romance. Drama, starring Briana Evigan. (2012) 



THURSDAY 

Christmas Wishes, Channel 5,2.05pm 

A teacher at a boarding school agrees to look after 
troubled students who are unable to go home for the 
Christmas holidays. His career is threatened when a 
pupil vandalises a beloved local tree where people 
can leave their handwritten wishes, but he rallies the 
townsfolk to repair the damage. Family drama, starring 
Jason Gedrick and Richard Harmon. (2012) 

FRIDAY 

Al: Artificial Intelligence, BBC2,11.05pm 

A highly advanced robotic boy is created with one 
purpose - to love his owner as a parent. When he is 
rejected by his “mother’, he is left to roam the bleak 
landscapes of a futuristic America with a fellow 
android, searching for a means of becoming a real 
boy in the hope of regaining her love. Steven 
Spielberg’s sci-fi drama, starring Haley Joel Osment, 
Jude Law, William Hurt and Frances O’Connor. (2001) 


Luther is looking to 
find the missing link 


I t's the summer of 2013 and millions 
of viewers have tried to catch their 
breath after one of the scariest 
scenes in TV history. 

An episode of Luther boasted a 
tension-filled set up, and as a killer 
emerged from under a victim’s bed, 
singletons across the land were 
suddenly wary about their checking 
under the mattress. 

But there was a light at the end of 
the TV tunnel. 

Case solved, the eponymous 
sleuth’s trademark shabby coat 
was hurled off a London bridge 
and arch enemy/stalker Alice asked 
him that loaded question: “So, now 
what?” 

So ended Neil Cross’s hugely 
successful series, and fans were also 
left wondering what the future held for 
one of Blighty’s best loved detectives 
and his unhinged ally. 

Of course, the problem with making 
a crime drama as good as Luther is 
the fact that the cast and crew are in 
such high demand it’s tricky getting 
them in the same place at the same 
time. 


With Idris Elba hard at work on Star 
Trek Beyond, and assorted other 
projects, there’s little wonder fans had 
to wait for a couple of years for this 
latest offering. 

All good things come to those who 
wait, and Idris has found enough time 
in his busy schedule to make this two- 
parter. 

We catch up with the eponymous 
protagonist stood on the edge of a 
London building, and like much 
missed fellow BBC ‘tec River, he is 
also haunted by a ghost from his past. 

Or is he actually on the edge of a 
Dover cliff, dreaming of what could 
have been? 

Well we can tell you he’s on a leave 
of absence from the police force. 
Laying low in a decrepit cottage, he is 
soon dragged back to London by an 
alarming piece of news. 

With a serial killer at large in the 
city, Schenk and his squad must find 
a link that connects each victim. The 
authorities might be baffled, but Luther 
is no stranger to psychopaths, and 
before long he’s back in action. But 
has he finally met his match? 


Very possibly. 

With a solid supporting cast 
including Patrick Malahide, Darren 
Boyd, Game of Thrones’ Rose Leslie, 
and series regulars Michael Smiley 
and Dermot Crowley, safe to say that 
we’re in safe hands as Neil Cross 
unveils his latest twisted masterpiece. 

And yes, that is Warren Brown 
returning as DS Justin Ripley, who 
met a violent end during the last 
series. 

But what of Luther’s flame-haired 
associate Alice? Is she alive or dead, 
and will she be returning? 

Well that’s just one of the assorted 
storylines that should keep you 
guessing as the mini series plays out. 

Cross has suggested an Alice spin¬ 
off project, which is not a bad idea. 

Ruth Wilson has won much acclaim 
for the role, so who wouldn’t want to 
see Idris guest star in that for a short 
spell instead of carrying a series on 
his formidable shoulders? 

For now, hold onto something 
comforting and prepare to be gripped 
once more. 



Idris Elba stars in Luther, Tuesday, BBC1,9pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Las Vegas with Trevor McDonald 
ITV, 9pm 

The broadcaster continues his exploration of the 
American city by tracking down Andrew Didonato, a 
former New York mobster hiding out in Vegas, but 
who is about to quit town for a new life. Over on the 
Strip, Trevor meets former showgirl Lisa Medford at 
the Riviera, a casino and hotel that once played 
host to Elvis and the Rat Pack but is now shutting 
its doors for the final time, before sitting in on a 
poker game with Antonio Esfandiari, one of the 
world’s most successful professional players. 

The Best of Bad TV: The 70s 
Channel 5,10pm 

A trawl through the decade’s programmes, featuring 
clips of car-crash interviews, terrifying children’s 
dramas, hoaxes and baffling game shows. Limited 
technology and low budgets led to memorably poor 
special effects in sci-fi shows, while soaps tried to 
escape the grim realities of strikes, unease and civil 
unrest. There were also memorable clashes 
between music stars and TV presenters, from David 
Bowie to the Sex Pistols. Contributors include 
Gareth Thomas, Paul Darrow, Jane Rossington, 
Tony Adams, Paul Henry, Peter Purves and Valerie 
Singleton. 


TUESDAY 

Stargazing Live: Brit in Space 
BBC2, 7pm 

Dara O Briain and Professor Brian Cox present 
coverage of British astronaut Tim Peake’s arrival at 
the International Space Station. At London’s 
Science Museum, Dara and Brian will be joined by 
experts, including former ISS commander Chris 
Hadfield and Britain’s first astronaut, Helen 
Sharman. They’ll share insights into what it’s like 
living in space and what Tim will face from his first 
night on the ISS. Plus, Dallas Campbell reports live 
from Kazakhstan with Tim’s first phone call home 
from space. 

WEDNESDAY 

Journey Down the Yukon - A 
Soldier’s Challenge 
BBC2, 7pm 

Nine years after being blown up in 
Afghanistan, Ben Parkinson, one of 
Britain’s most wounded soldiers, 
takes on a mission to canoe down 
one of the world’s most remote 
river systems, Canada’s Yukon 
River. The soldier had both legs 
amputated and was left with a 
severe brain injury after the 


explosion in 2006, with medical staff warning him 
that he may never walk or talk again. However, he 
is defying the odds by taking on the expedition, 
where all that stands in his way are bears, wolves 
and rapids - and the battle with his own damaged 
and broken body. 


reach an All Time High with Rita Coolidge? 

Well, now we can find out as ITV brings counts 
down the nation’s 20 favourite Bond themes, 
while also hearing some of the stories behind 
the songs from contributors including Paul 
McCartney, Duran Duran, A-ha and lyricists 
Leslie Bricusse and Don Black. A host of celebrities 
will be revealing their personal favourites, and we 
get to hear how Sam Smith recently gave the series 
its first ever UK number one with Writing’s On the 
Wall. 

FRIDAY 

Text Santa Christmas Jumper Day 
ITV, 8pm 

Phillip Schofield, Holly Willoughby and Amanda 
Holden lead a host of stars rallying support for this 
year’s charities - Macmillan Cancer Support, Make- 
A-Wish UK and Save the Children. Highlights 
include a visit to Coronation Street with a Text 
Santa twist, Ninja Warrior receiving the star 
treatment when a line-up of celebrities take on 
The Wall, plus Lord Grantham having a tough 
decision to make in a Downton Abbey special. 
Alesha Dixon, Caroline Flack, Christine Bleakley, 
Oily Murs, Paddy McGuinness and Stephen 
Mulhern also feature amid the music, surprises and 
special guests. 



THURSDAY 

The Nation’s Favourite Bond 

Song 

ITV, 9pm 

007 doesn’t just have the girls, 
the cars and the gadgets - he 
also has the best theme 

songs. For more than 50 
years, the James 
Bond franchise has 
been bringing us 
some of the most 
memorable hits in 
movie history, 
but which is the 
nation’s favourite? 
Do we think 
Nobody Does It 
Better than 
Carly Simon, or 
did the series 


Hungry For More 
Customers? 

Use Your 
Noodle. 
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Offer will be available from 01/11/2015 until 31/01/2016. The “25% Off All Tyres” promotion is based on a comparison between 
the current full price and previous full price of any individual tyre. The previous full price of any Goodyear tyre refers to the period 
01/08/2015 to 31/08/2015. The previous full price of any other tyre refers to the period 01/10/2015 to 31/10/2015. Offer is available at 
any individual Central Tyre retail centre. Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. The promotion does not apply to Winter 
Tyres or Michelin CrossClimate tyres. The promotion does not apply to prices listed on www.tyreplus.co.uk 
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PUZZLES 


BRAIN GYM No.355 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

F 

2 

G 

3 

c 

H 

5 

N 

W 

M 

8 

z 

V 

10 

U 

11 

K 

12 

Q 

13 

O 

14 

L 

15 

E 

16 

A 

17 

Y 

18 

B 

19 

P 

20 

s 

21 

X 

22 

T 

23 

R 

24 

D 

25 

1 

26 

J 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 


1. Supports the 
defenders on the 
field (5) 

4. Operates the 
hoisting device and 
stops (5,2) 

8 & 9Ac. Express 
opinions on the 
radio? (3,4,5) 

9. See 8 Across 

10. The infant has 
nothing to use as a 
trumpet (4) 

11. Select fish for 
preserving (8) 

13. Strike a kind of link 

(4) 

14. Kitty indicates the 
lido (4) 

16 & 21 Ac. How the 
dutiful minister 
signs himself (8,7) 

17. In the Bible Saul 
conceals one of 
the patriarchs (4) 

20. The return of the 
Hebrew maiden 
will make one 
complain (5) 

21. See 16 Across 

22. Took up 
permanent 
residence and paid 
(7) 

23. Goes to war for 
financial rewards 

(5) 


Down 

1. What record- 
breaking jumpers 
do at Rogationtide 
(4,3,6) 

2. Leave the vehicle 
first - it’s put in the 
hold (5) 

3. Decline a piece of 
kitchen equipment 
(4) 

4. Part of the flower I 
split badly (6) 

5. Romantic 
entanglement? (4- 
4) 

6. Particular place is 
rearranged (7) 

7. They’ve already 
had some degree 
of success (4-9) 

12. One in authority - 
and that’s not just 
hearsay (8) 

13. Is it smoked by the 
great man in bed? 
(7) 

15. Not accustomed to 
mint (6) 

18. A bit of 
unceremonious 
language (5) 

19. One bird or a 
hundred on the line 
(4) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Sea (5) 

4. Go down (7) 

8. Envious (7) 

9. Wrong (5) 

10. Cook (4) 

11. Act imperiously (8) 

13. Cupid (4) 

14. Fair (4) 

16. Repulsive (8) 

17. Chief (4) 

20. Well done! (5) 

21. Incorrect (7) 

22. Ingredient (7) 

23. Terror (5) 


Down 

1. Unpleasant (13) 

2. Elude (5) 

3. Midday (4) 

4. Dictator (6) 

5. Roomy (8) 

6. Obvious (7) 

7. Noted differences (13) 

12. Despair (4,4) 

13. Rival (7) 

15. Whimsical (6) 

18. Conscious (5) 

19. Group of animals (4) 
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LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 3 Direction; 8 Rear; 9 Mini¬ 
skirt; 10 Pathos; 11 Aegis; 14 Links; 15 Nude; 16 
Easel; 18 Eats; 20 Infer; 21 Scale; 24 Parish; 25 
Schematic; 26 Dean; 27 Orangeade. Down: 1 
Propeller; 2 Castanets; 4 Isis; 5 Elite; 6 Take in; 

7 Oars; 9 Mouse; 11 Aisle; 12 Surf-rider; 13 Near 
thing; 17 Lilac; 19 Screen; 22 Leave; 23 Scar; 

24 Pied. QUICK - Across: 3 Speculate; 8 Omit; 

9 Interment; 10 Treads; 11 Trend; 14 Spoil; 15 
Time; 16 Lapse; 18 Mend; 20 Rogue; 21 Defer; 
24 Moving; 25 Excavator; 26 Lean; 27 Certitude. 
Down: 1 Loathsome; 2 Hidebound; 4 Pens; 5 
Clear; 6 Lament; 7 Tune; 9 Idyll; 11 Taper; 12 
Disguised; 13 Detergent; 17 Error; 19 Depart; 22 
Enact; 23 Axle; 24 Mood. 


Which ceremony takes place during the 
3rd week of July on the Thames? 

In which Dickens novel does the 
quotation ‘Barkis is willin’’ appear? 

In which country was the Rosetta stone 
found? 

In what sort of building would you find a 
rood screen? 

In which London park is Rotten Row? 


6. What sort of animal is a drongo? 

7. What is the former residence of the 
Moorish kings at Seville called? 

8. What is the Italian name of the city of 
Turin? 

9. Who was the youngest of the four 
Beatles? 

10. In which country was Israeli politician 
Menachem Begin born? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Delaware; 2 1962; 3 Alva; 

4 Out of condition to fight; 5 Scotland; 

6 Andrew Jackson; 7 Jezebel; 8 Kenyan; 
9 House sparrow; 10 1975. 

Niner: RESULTING 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

9717 gives a game, 

528869 gives a sport, 

9461683 gives another sport. 


i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Thinking space 


iz 


MOTORSHOW 


REVIEW YOUR NEW 

REFORE 

YOU TEST DRIVE! 
































































































































PROPERTY 23 


Modernised family home is 
well-presented throughout 



A STUNNING detached family resi¬ 
dence, 18 Newbridge Crescent, New¬ 
bridge, Wolverhampton is modern¬ 
ised and well-presented throughout. 

It is for sale through Rees Page at 

£299,995. 

The property has majority double glazing and 
central heating and a detached double garage. 

In the kitchen there is a range of wall and 
base cupboards with roll edge work sur¬ 
faces, uPVC double glazed windows plus bi¬ 
fold door into a breakfast/kitchen, a bi-fold door 
into a rear lobby, guests WC, four bedrooms and 
a family bathroom. 

Set within a generous plot with open plan 
frontage and enclosed rear gardens, it has an en¬ 
closed rear garden. To the front is an open plan 
landscaped garden with extensive lawns to two 
sidesand a driveway. Call Rees Page on 01902 
577775 or visit the website at www.reespage.com 




Period mid-terrace 
is an ideal 

SITUATED within the heart of Bearwood 
on Pargeter Road, this most attractive tra¬ 
ditional mid-terrace is an ideal first time 
buy and includes a stunning kitchen and a 
contemporary bathroom. 

With period features, it is for sale through 
Robert Oulsnam at £144,950 with no chain. 

It has two double bedrooms with over 
stairs storage, two reception rooms with 
double opening doors to the rear and a 
feature bay window to the front, a utility, 
kitchen with double oven and gas hob, bath¬ 
room with a roll top bath and a telephone 
shower and an entrance hall. 

For further information contact Robert 
Oulsnam on 0121 4299986 or visit www. 
oulsnam.net 


first buy 



[Skier 


more zhjit , greater 
specification from 
just £79,960* 

through Help to Buy (full purchase price £99,950). 

Stunning 1 and 2 bedroom apartments available with an impressive 
specification fitted as standard including carpets and appliances. 

Come see our show apartment and discover more. 

Three 2 bedroom homes also available from only £107,996* 
through Help to Buy (full purchase price £134,995). 


The Courtyard 

Off Lindon Drive, Brownhills, 

Walsall WS8 6DD 


Showhomes open: Thurs-Mon 10am-5pm 

call: 01543 373592 

email: kph.thecourtyardsales@kier.co.uk 


www.kierliving.co.uk 



V 

WINNER 

/-A 


JWhatHouse? 

r AWARDS 

m 2014 


v\oiaJt hoM, v\o(aJt UcAioh 


CGI shows the apartment block at The Courtyard. Elevations and finishes may vary. Interior Photographs of a typical Kier showhome.*Help to Buy is available upon request subject to terms and conditions. 


The Chronicle Thursday, December 10, 2015 


















































The Chronicle Thursday, December 10, 2015 


24 PROPERTY 


Shared ownership scheme 
available on tidy property 



[S R \ 
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WITH a price based on a 25 per cent 
shared ownership with a higher per¬ 
centage available (£159,000) for full 
ownership, this very well presented 
three-bedroomed semi-detached 
house is on Vale Street, West Brom¬ 
wich. 

With shared ownership being set at 
£25,000, it has a double glazing, gas central 
heating, two parking spaces, gardens to the 
front and rear, an entrance hall, lounge, 
kitchen/diner, utility, WC, three bedrooms 
and a bathroom. 

The rear garden is fully enclosed by a combina¬ 
tion of walling and fencing and is lawned. 

For further information contact Paul Dubber- 
ley on 0121 5252111 or visit the website at www. 
pauldubberley.co.uk 





Transformed semi 
with refurbishment 


RECENTLY refurbished to a high standard, 
this three-bedroomed property in Parkfield 
Road, Oldbury has a superb extended new 
kitchen and bathroom and parking for 
three cars on a new block-paved driveway. 

It is for sale through Derek Spires at 
£179,950. 

With double glazing and gas central heat¬ 
ing it has a porch, an entrance hall, a WC, a 
lounge with new wood-effect laminate floor¬ 
ing and French doors. 

There is also a kitchen/breakfast room 
with a four burner gas hob and extractor 
hood and integrated oven and ceramic tiled 
floor, three bedrooms and a fully tiled bath¬ 
room and a spacious garden. 

For further information contact Derek 
Spires on 0121 4204646 or visit the website 
at www.derekspiresandco.com 
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AUCTION RESULTS 

30 th November 2015 



Ring Now for your free 
Auction Marketing Advice 


01543 505454 



30 ROWLEY 
CLOSE, 
HEDNESFORD, 
WS12 4ES 


FREEHOLD 
WITH VACANT 
POSSESSION 


♦ Semi detached house 

♦ Requiring refurbishment 

♦ Predominantly double glazed 

♦ Garage 

♦ Gas fired central heating (Not Tested) 

♦ EPC rating D (61) 

GUIDE PRICE £30,000+ 



11 

HEDNESFORD 

ROAD, 

BROWNHILLS, 
WS8 7LS 


FREEHOLD 
WITH VACANT 
POSSESSION 


♦ Semi detached house 

♦ Built C.1901 of brick and tile construction 

♦ Requiring extensive modernisation and refurbishment 

♦ Predominantly double glazed 

♦ Gas fired central heating 

♦ EPC rating F (33) 

GUIDE PRICE £70,000 



26A NEW ROAD, ARMITAGE, 
RUGELEY, WS15 4BN 

LEASEHOLD INVESTMENT 

♦ First floor flat 

♦ In popular residential area 

♦ Currently let on an assured 
shorthold tenancy (Holding over) 

♦ Currently producing £4,420 P.A 

♦ EPC rating G (4) 

GUIDE PRICE £35,000+ 



56 HEATH 
GAP ROAD, 
BLACKFORDS, 
CANNOCK, 
WS11 6DS 

FREEHOLD 
WITH VACANT 
POSSESSION 


♦ Semi detached house 

♦ Requiring refurbishment 

♦ Predominantly double glazed 

♦ Gas fired central heating (Not Tested) 

♦ EPC rating E (47) 

GUIDE PRICE £48,000+ 



44 CANNOCK 
ROAD, 
CANNOCK, 
WS11 5BX 


FREEHOLD 
SUBJECT TO 
REGULATED 
WEEKLY TENANCY 


♦ Currently producing £3,588 P.A. 

♦ Traditional semi detached house 

♦ Brick and tile construction 

♦ Three bedrooms 

♦ EPC rating G (1) 

GUIDE PRICE £30,000+ 



308 HEDNESFORD ROAD, 
HEATH HAYES, WS12 3DS 

FREEHOLD WITH VACANT 
POSSESSION 

► Mid terraced house 

► Two bedrooms 

► Gas central heating 

► Part double glazed 

► In need of repair/improvement 


ENTRIES 
INVITED 
FOR OUR 
NEW YEAR 



72 PRINCESS 
STREET, 
BURNTWOOD, 
WS7 1JN 


FREEHOLD 
SUBJECT TO 
REGULATED 
TENANCY 



3 MYRTLE 
GROVE, 
BREWOOD, 
ST19 9HN 


FREEHOLD 
WITH VACANT 
POSSESSION 


AUCTION 


♦ Semi detached house ♦ Brick and tile construction 

♦ Three bedrooms 

♦ Gas central heating 

♦ Rear gardens with garage 

♦ Currently producing £2,600 P.A (inclusive of water rates) 

♦ EPC rating E (46) 

GUIDE PRICE £50,000+ 


♦ Semi detached bungalow 

♦ In need of comprehensive renovation 

♦ Two bedrooms 

♦ Gas fired central heating 

♦ Fully double glazed 

♦ EPC rating D (55) 

Guide Price £140,000 -£160,000 










































































































PROPERTY 25 


Much to offer at larger 
than average property 

THIS larger than average traditional 
semi-detached property in Sawpit 
Lane, Stafford has been extended to 
the rear. 

Having three good sized bedrooms and 
a loft room, it is for sale through Good- 
childs at offers in excess of £230,000 with 
no chain. 

With a professionally designed garden and 
ample parking, it has an entrance hallway, a 
lounge with a multi-fuel burner, dining room, 
sun room, a cottage-style kitchen with a gas hob, 
electric oven and breakfast bar, master bedroom 
en suite, two further bedrooms, a bathroom, loft 
room. 

Outside there is a garden with vegetable plot, 
gar age/workshop and a chicken run. 

For further information contact Goodchilds on 
01902 267111 or visit www.goodchilds-uk.com 





Charming two-bed 
home with a garage 

NICELY presented, this charming two-bed- 
roomed property in Rogerson Road, Frad- 
ley, Lichfield comes with a garage in a block. 

It is for sale through Jayman at £187,500. 

It has a hallway with a guest WC off, a 
welcoming lounge with feature fireplace and 
a gas fire, a fitted kitchen with a range of 
matching wall and base units stairs leading 
to the first floor. 

A sliding door leads to the conservatory 
which increases the living accommodation. 

There are two good-sized bedrooms (master 
en-suite) and a part tiled bathroom. The 
garden includes a patio. 

For further information contact Jayman 
on 01543 416567 or visit the website at 
www.jayman.co.uk 



K. Stuart Swash 


AUCTION TUESDAY 15th DECEMBER 2015 



WOLVERHAMPTON, 140 MERRIDALE ROAD 

Imposing Detached Residence 
“In & out” entrance drive. Porch, fine Reception Hall 
large through Lounge, Study / Sun Lounge, 21ft Dining Kitchen, Utility, fitted 
Cloakroom, Four Bedrooms, one en-suite, magnificent house Bathroom, 
33ft Garage, Rear Garden with gazebo. EPC: E.46 
Guide: £270,000 / £290,000 

VIEWING 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 11th & 12th DECEMBER @ 10.00 a.m. 



130 THE LINDENS, 
NEWBRIDGE 

Easy access to City Centre 
Second Floor purpose built Flat 
Spacious accommodation with Double 
Glazing 

Private Hall, 14ft Lounge, Dining Kitchen, 
Two Double Bedrooms, Bathroom 
Garage. EPC: F.31 

Guide: £48,000/£53,000 

VIEWING 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11th & 

12th DECEMBER @ 11.15 a.m. 






jftfXQ 11U 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
9 COALWAY GARDENS, MERRY HILL 

Pleasant residential cul-de-sac - 

Well appointed Detached Bungalow, Double Glazing and Central Heating 
Fully enclosed Porch, wide Entrance Hall, Lounge with patio doors to Garden, 
well appointed Kitchen, Rear Hall, Utility, Two Double Bedrooms, Bathroom, 
Garage, separate Workshop, attractive Gardens. EPC: D.61 

Guide: £138,000 / £143,000 

VIEWING: 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 11th & 12th DECEMBER @ 12.00 noon 



WOLVERHAMPTON 
32A BIRCHWOOD ROAD, 
PENN 

First Floor Flat in a popular residential area 
Canopy Porch, impressive 14ft Lounge, 
Breakfast Kitchen, Pantry 
Two Bedrooms, Bathroom, Garage and 
Garden, EPC: G.5 

Guide: £50,000 / £55,000 

VIEWING - Please Note: Access at rear via 
Ryecroft Avenue 

FRIIDAY & SATURDAY, 11th & 12th 
DECEMBER @ 11.00 a.m. 



WOLVERHAMPTON 
71 OWEN ROAD, 

PENN FIELDS 

Large Mid Terraced House with Gas Central 
Heating 

Enclosed Porch, Hall, Lounge, Dining Room, 
Store, Kitchen, Utility, GF Bathroom, 
Three Double Bedrooms. EPC: TBA 
Garden to rear 

Guide: £53,000 / £58,000 

VIEWING 

FRIIDAY & SATURDAY, 11th & 12th 
DECEMBER @ 10.30 a.m. 



WOLVERHAMPTON, 

419 STAFFORD ROAD, OXLEY 

Investment Property 
Detached Bungalow, prominent position 
Spacious accommodation, Gas Central Heating 
Enclosed Porch, wide Hall, 20ft. Lounge, Dining Room, 
Two Verandahs, Kitchen, Store 
Two Bedrooms, Bathroom, 14ft. Loft Room 
Garage, off-road Parking, attractive Garden, EPC: TBA 
Please Note: This property is offered subject to a Life 
Tenancy with no passing rental 

Guide: £58,000 / £63,000 

VIEWING 

FRIDAY 11th DECEMBER @ 2.30 p.m. 


FOR SALE BY PUBLIC AUCTION 

(subject to Conditions and prior sale) 

on TUESDAY 15th DECEMBER 2015 
@ 6.30 p.m. 

at the Ramada Park Hall Hotel, Park Drive, 
Goldthorn Park, Wolverhampton, WV4 5AJ 

Viewing of all lots at own risk 
_ Please Register for Catalogue _ 


PLEASE NOTE: Viewings are at the times specified so, should you arrive late, you may find your viewing time is limited or that we have moved on in order to maintain the time schedule. 


2 Waterloo Road,Wolverhampton WV1 4BL 01902 710626 / 424044 e-mail: swashauctions@btconnect.com www.kstuartswash.co.uk 


The Chronicle Thursday, December 10, 2015 



























































The Chronicle Thursday, December 10, 2015 


26 





L & S PRESTIGE ESTATES 


46 High Road, Lane Head, Willenhall, WV12 4JQ 
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SQUIRES GROVE, 
W-HALL 

Modern Two 
Bed First Floor 
Apartment 
Comprises Of 
Entrance Hall, 
Lounge With Juliette 
Balcony, Modern 
Fitted Kitchen, 
Master Bedroom 
With En-Suite, 

Family Bathroom, D/ 
Glazed & E/Heating. 


MILL LANE, 
WILLENHALL 

Two Bed End 
Terrace Having 
Entrance Hall, 
Lounge, Spacious 
Kitchen/Diner And 
Refitted Family 
Bathroom. The 
Property Also 
Benefits From Gas 
C/H, UP VC D/G, 
Rear Garden And 
I Off Road Parking. 


HARPER ST, 
WILLENHALL 

REDUCED PRICE*** 
Two Bed Town 
House Comprises 
Of Entrance Hall, 
Fitted Kitchen 
With Integrated 
Appliances, Ground 
Floor W/C, Good 
Sized Lounge, 
Family Bathroom, 
D/G, C/H. 


EDINBURGH AVE, 
WALSALL 

Two Bed Semi. 
Comprises Of 
■ Entrance Hall, 
Lounge/Diner, 
Kitchen & Ground 
Floor W.C. 1st Floor 
Bathroom. D/G & 
G/C/H. Off Road 
Parking To The Front 
& Enclosed Garden 
To The Rear. 
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Willenhall 01902 606595 www.prestige-estatesuk.com 


Zoopta 


mghtmove 


NEW INVENTION 


£100,000 


£124,995 


£129,995 


OIEO £100,000 


#n cm 


WELLAND 
GROVE, W-HALL 

Three Bedroom 
Detached 
Comprises Of 
Entrance Hall, 
Lounge, Dining 
Room, Fitted 
Kitchen, Family 
Bathroom. D/ 
Glazed, G/C/H. 
Gardens To Front 
& Rear, Driveway & 
Garage. 


PINENEEDLE 
CROFT, W-HALL 

Extended Three 
Bed Semi Detached 
Bungalow Which 
Comprises Of 
Entrance Hallway, 
Good Sized Lounge/ 
Dining Area, Fitted 
Kitchen, Three 
Bedrooms, Shower 
Room, D/Glazing, C/ 
Heating, Driveway & 
Private Rear Garden. 


BILSTON LANE, 
WILLENHALL 

Three Bed 
Detached. 
Comprises Of 
Porch, Hall, Guest 
W.C, Lounge, 
Spacious Kitchen/ 
Diner, Veranda & 
Family Bathroom. 
Maj D/G. G/C/H. 
Garden To Fore. 
O/R/P. Extensive 
Gardens To Rear. 


SNEYD LANE, 
ESSINGTON 

Substantial Three 
Bed Detached 
Bungalow Having 
Imposing Entrance 
Hall, 38ft Through 
Lounge, Impressive 
Kitchen/Diner, 
Conservatory, Utility, 
Study/Playroom, 
Two Bathrooms, 

D/G, C/H, Garage, 
Generous Plot. 


£145,995 


£169,950 


STROUD AVENUE, 
WILLENHALL 

Three Bed Mid Town 
House Comprises 
Of Entrance 
Hall, Refitted 
Kitchen, Lounge, 
Conservatory And 
Ground Floor WC, 
Family Bathrrom. 
UPVC Double 
Glazing And Gas 
Central Heating. 
Garage To The Rear. 


CONWAY CRES, 
WILLENHALL 

Three Bed Semi 
Having Entrance 
Porch, Inner 
Hallway, Through 
Lounge/Diner, Play 
Room/Study, Fitted 
Kitchen, Ground 
Floor W.C, Family 
Bathroom, UPVC 
D/G, Gas C/H, 
Garage. 




RIDING WAY, 
WILLENHALL 

Extended Three Bed 
Semi Comprises 
Of Porch, Hall, 
Lounge, Kitchen, 
Dining Area, Ground 
Floor WC, Study/ 
Utility Room, Family 
Bathroom, G/C/H, 
Majority D/G And 
Garage.***CASH 
OFFERS ONLY*** 


£185,000 


BLOXWICH RD 
SOUTH, W-HALL 

Two Bed Semi 
Comprises Of 
Entrance Hall, 
Lounge, Fitted 
Kitchen/Diner, 

Family Bathroom, 
UPVC Double 
Glazing, Gas Central 
Heating, Front & 
Rear Garden & 
Driveway. 


























































pauldubberley 


www.pauldubberley.co.ul 


Wednesbury 
0121 222 1301 


West Bromwich 
0121 222 1307 


Willenhall 
01902 505971 


Walsall 
01922 460781 


Bilston 

01902 505974 



An EXECUTIVE SIX/SEVEN BEDROOM DETACHED FAMILY 
RESIDENCE SITUATED IN THE POPULAR VILLAGE OF GREAT 
WYRLEY 


Occupying a choice position within a private development 
the property offers excellent access to a host of local 
amenities & transport links. 

OFFERS AROUND: £480,000 






Select small development of 3 detached new build 
bungalows , 2 bedrooms, lounge, kitchen, bathroom , 
double glazing and central heating, garden and driveway, 
call 01902 633323 to view. 


OFFERS AROUND: £139,950 




Porch, Reception Hall, Lounge, Large Conservatory, Cottage 
Style Fitted Kitchen, Three Double Bedrooms, Modern 
Bathroom suite with separate Shower Cubicle, Off Road 
Parking to Front & Extensive Rear Garden with Vehicle 
Access. Must be Viewed to appreciate the Accommodation 
on Offer 

OFFERS AROUND: £180,000 



Upper Ettingshall Road 

We are acting in the sale of the above property and have re¬ 
ceived an offer of £150,000. 

Any interested parties must submit any higher offers in writing to 
the selling agent jefore_anexsJ]ariae_g£contracts takes place . 



Thinking of selling your property in the New Year 
but don't want to be disturbed over Christmas? 



•There is a huge increase in online property searches 
between Christmas and the New Year as buyers are sat at 
home with time on their hands. 





•Allows us time to sift through enquiries and present you 
with only the most suitable applicants for your property. 

• Immediate viewings once you're ready in the New Year. 

• Gives your property a head start against people who market 
their property in the New Year. 

• Buyers looking over the winter are usually very genuine. 
Having your property ready to sell, fresh and newly listed in 
the new year will give you an advantage over other sellers. 


DO NOT 

disturb 


s 


Let us visit your home and prepare your property for sale 
now. We will advertise your property online over the busy 
Christmas period to maximise the spike in search activity, 
however we promise not to disturb you until our doors re¬ 
open in the new year, leaving you to relax and enjoy 
Christmas undisturbed. 


Call your local Paul Dubberley branch now to 
arrange a free, no obligation market appraisal 



A Two bedroom mid terraced house situated just off Mount 
Pleasant benefits from being located a short walk away 
from the Bilston Town centre briefly comprises, lounge, 
dining room, kitchen, bathroom, two bedrooms, gas central 
heating, double glazing and rear garden. 

OFFERS AROUND: £82,950 


Hartland Avenue ■ Shale Street ■ Merstone Close 



Well Presented Modern End of Terrace close to all local 
amenities and transport links. Benefiting from UPVC Double 
Glazing and Gas Central Heating and briefly comprising: 
Reception Hall, Lounge, Breakfast Kitchen, Two Bedrooms, 
Bathroom with shower, Front Driveway providing off road 
parking for two cars and Rear Garden. 

OFFERS AROUND: £100,000 


3 Bedroom semi detached house, driveway, entrance porch 
and hallway, lounge, kitchen, modern bathroom, double 
glazing and central heating, rear garden and brick built 
storage room/office, call Paul Dubberley to view. 


OFFERS AROUND: £100,000 


A One bedroom ground floor flat with a potential rental yield 
of 8.5% briefly comprising entrance hall, lounge, kitchen, 
bedroom, bathroom. No upward chain. 


OFFERS AROUND: £60,000 



This well maintained home benefits from UPVC double 
glazing, gas central heating and comprises of Reception 
Hall, Through Lounge Diner, Fitted Kitchen, Three Generous 
Bedrooms, Family Bathroom, Rear Gardens and Off Road 
Parking. 

OFFERS AROUND: £127,500 


Rosehill 



3 Bedroom semi detached house with 2 reception rooms 
and no upward chain, entrance hallway, lounge, dining 
room, kitchen, modern bathroom, double glazing and 
central heating, driveway providing off road parking, rear 
garden, call Paul Dubberley to view. 


OFFERS AROUND: £125,000 


Shepherd Drive 

Willenhall 



3 Bedroom semi detached house on a corner plot with 
potential to extend stpp, lounge, breakfast kitchen, modern 
bathroom, central heating and double glazing, block paved 
driveway and corner rear garden, call Paul Dubberley to 
view. 


OFFERS AROUND: £125,000 



FORMER SHOW HOME Modern 2 bedroom end terraced 
house with driveway and garagefideal for conversion), 
entrance hall, lounge, modern kitchen, downstairs wc, 
modern bathroom, double glazing and central heating, good 
size rear garden, call Paul Dubberley to view. 

OFFERS AROUND: £125,000 



Good Size Semi Detached Residence with further potential 
for extensions (subject to planning permission) Requiring 
some modernisation. 

Porch, Reception Hall, Lounge, Kitchen, Utility Room, 2 
Bedrooms, Bathroom, Paved Fore Garden, Driveway Garage 
and Rear Garden 

OFFERS AROUND: £95,000 


Tt»c Property 

OmboH^ian 

S4US 


www.pauldubberley.co.uk 

Over 400 properties available to view online, on mobile or on tablet, 
most with fully voiced video walkthroughs. 


tv.pauldubberley.co.uk 
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Luxury on 
big wheels 
in ‘palace’ 

By John Griffiths 

If you’re going to name your flagship car af¬ 
ter a palace, you’d better be sure that it lives 
up to its billing. 

Well you wouldn’t expect great masters on the wall 
or the crown jewels, but SEAT’S big seven seater 
does offer a taste of luxury on wheels. 

Certainly it’s been enough to win the Alhambra no less 
than 13 ‘best MPV’ awards in Britain and now it’s become 
even better. The second generation car first seen in 2010 
has undergone a makeover: few major changes on the out¬ 
side but a raft of upgrades to the interior, communications 
technology and safety, plus new and more efficient engines. 

With prices from £24,885 to £35,770 it is competitively 
priced for luxury family transport, undercutting even some 
of its own cousins from the Audi VW Group. 

The Alhambra is, by any standards, a big car: if you’re 
now carrying passengers you can fold down the rear seats 
and load a staggering 2,300 litres of cargo on board (more 
than some vans). But whereas some early seven-seaters 
were actually derived from vans the Alhambra experience is 
in the upmarket saloon class. Only with more room. 

That is one of the reasons SEAT has powered up the 
two turbo diesel options - the ‘old’ 140PS is replaced by a 
150PS version, and the 177PS by a 184PS. 

In this class of car boosting the horsepower, and torque 
isn’t all about performance, it’s about providing the power 
and torque to drive a relatively heavy vehicle more smoothly 
and quietly. In a word, refinement. 

That was evident with the test car, a £34,840 SE Lux in . 
It was powered by the 184PS version of the two litre diesel, 
mated to the now familiar DSG six speed transmission - 
probably the smoothest, most responsive automatic on the 
market. If you’re in the market for this type of car, the £1,300 
extra cost of DSG over manual seems like money well spent. 

There’s plenty of performance but this combination 
makes progress particularly relaxed, and quiet, That upmar¬ 
ket saloon feeling again. 

The new Alhambras also now come with a dynamic chas¬ 
sis control button, allowing you to set up the dampers for 
normal, comfort or sport mode, for a more supple ride or a 
more sporting response to steering input. 

Best seller 

The SE Lux specification, although it is near the top of 
the price range, proved to be one of the best-sellers in the 
previous range. That’s perhaps an indication that custom¬ 
ers appreciate the value for money compared to a less well 
equipped rival. As an alternative, there’s a sports themed 
range-topper, the FR Line. 

The Alhambra doesn’t feel its size on the road, and can be 
hustled along winding b-roads with confidence. Sports sus¬ 
pension and a limited slip differential on the 184PS versions 
add to the dynamic competence of this top-powered model. 

Official figures credit this top-powered version a fuel aver¬ 
age of 53.3mpg and C02 emissions of 139g/km (exactly the 
same as the manual). For the 150PS version, the figures are 
0 to 62mph in 10.4 seconds, 55.4mpg and 132mpg. 

The third engine option is new to the Alhambra. It’s a 1.4 
litre petrol, but thanks to the now well proven TSI technology 
it turns out an impressive 150PS of power and 250Nm of 
torque: enough to tackle the benchmark sprint in 10 sec¬ 
onds and average better than 42mpg (C02 rating 150g/km). 

A few years ago a 1,400cc petrol engine would have 
seemed ludicrous in a car like this,for which it would have 
been underpowered and uneconomical. But that was before 
TSI - a small capacity, turbocharged engine - which many 
manufacturers now emulate, You get 1.4 litre economy when 
the engine is cruising or on light loads, but the extra torque 
of a turbo when you need power for overtaking or tackling 
steep hills. Once again, it has the additional advantage of 
extra refinement in everyday driving. 

On the outside, new LED tail lights, black high gloss B 
pillars, a new grille and new alloy wheels distinguish the 
facelifted Alhambra but it’s inside where the biggest im¬ 
provements have taken place. Practicality hasn’t changed, 
with the five split/fold down centre and third row seats, Wide 
opening, sliding rear doors make access to the rear easier. 

The centre colour touchscreen now comes with a range 
of connectivity options likely to appeal to the business user 
and younger family members. There’s even a new ‘Connect’ 
specification, illustrating a range of systems by which mobile 
phone apps can be fully integrated with the in car systems. 

There’s a new multi collision braking system, designed 
to prevent the car being shunted into further danger even if 
the driver has been temporarily incapacitated in a collision, 
As befits a car designed for families, additional safety sys¬ 
tems take centre stage with blind spot monitoring joining 
the standard electronic stability control and other electronic 
wizardry such as parking assistand a driver fatigue warning. 

It’s not difficult to see why the Alhambra has become an 
awarded winner and this latest makeover will serve to keep 
it ahead of the pack. 

It’s roomy, refined, flexible and ideal for families, at a com¬ 
petitive price. The new, more efficient engines and the latest 
hi-tech connectivity options will make it even more of an at¬ 
traction for business users. 
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More sport 
in the Vitara 


By John Griffiths 


Suzuki’s familiar Vitara was a bit of a trend¬ 
setter when it first hit the streets more than a 
quarter of a century ago. 

Back in those days it had little competition in the 
compact SUV sector, for people who wanted practi¬ 
cality with all-weather ability. 

Now, it seems, almost every major car maker is dipping its 
toes in what has become the fastest growing sector of the 
market. But a new lighter, sleeker and better equipped Vitara 
launched earlier this year is holding its own, and now a new 
secret weapon has been unveiled: a more sporty, high spec¬ 
ification version with turbo power. 

Prices haven’t yet been announced, but the new Vitara 
S is expected to come in at around £21,000 with Suzuki’s 
Allgrip four wheel drive system. The entry level 1.6 litre, two 
wheel drive version starts the new Vitara range launched 
earlier this year at £13,999. 

The new 1.4 litre ‘Boosterjet’ petrol engine is new to Su¬ 
zuki and with 140PS on tap it’s 17 per cent more powerful 
than its 1,600cc stablemate. That, naturally, makes the S 
version the quickest Vitara over the benchmark 0 to 62mph 
sprint with a time of 10.2 seconds - 1.3 seconds faster. 

But not many of us are interested in the traffiic light sprint: 
the big story is that the turbo engine has 220Nm of torque, 
41 per cent more than the 1.6 and that makes an impact on 
how the Vitara S drives in everyday situations. 

Unlike a standard petrol engine which needs revs to 
extract the power, maximum torque is available from just 
1,500rpm so it pulls strongly from just above tickover, cruis¬ 
es more smoothly and quietly, and has stronger in-gear ac¬ 
celeration for rapid overtaking. It feels more relaxed, with 
almost effortless progress. Motorway cruising is particularly 
quiet, adding to the refined and ‘grown up’ feeling of the car. 

Yet in spite of the advantages it is capable of averaging 
53.3mpg according to official figures - just Impg behind 
the less powerful 1.6. Suzuki’s engineers have carried out a 
range of other technical improvements to improve efficien¬ 
cy. Apart from your costs at the pumps, it means this most 
powerful and sporty Vitara has a C02 rating of 127g/km, 
pretty impressive (and tax efficient) for a four wheel drive. 

Suzuki’s Allgrip four wheel drive system is well proven. 
With the three position switch set to ‘Auto’ only the front 
wheels are powered to save fuel in normal driving condi¬ 
tions, with torque diverted to the rear axle only if the sen¬ 
sors detect slippage. Sport mode apportions power for 
best cornering performance on twisty roads, while ‘Lock’ is 
designed to ensure maximum traction on all four wheels in 
snow and mud. There’s also a hill descent control, which 
uses pulses of braking to keep the car at a crawl on steep, 
slippery slopes without tobogganing. All Vitara’s have ‘hill 
hold control’ to stop the car rolling backwards. With its 
new suspension system, ride and dynamics in the Vitara S 
are more car like than rock ‘n’roll SUV. While it still has the 
ground clearance and firm springing it needs to tackle tough 
off-road work it’s sufficiently well damped to smooth out the 
bumpier bits of a typical b-road. 

Cornering 

Steering is light enough for manoeuvring around town, 
but provides adequate feedback on the open road. Body roll 
is well suppressed so that brisk cornering isn’t an uncom¬ 
fortable business where the height of the vehicle (great for 
easy access and visibility) becomes a disadvantage, 

It’s combination of electronic stability systems, ABS and 
all wheel drive, were put to the test in a slalom and ‘avoid¬ 
ance’ test involving the sort of rapid changes of direction 
you’d make in an emergency. It was enough to convince 
journalists taking part that the Vitara was able to cope with 
the sort of situation you’d really rather avoid on the road. 

If the worst does happen, it has seven airbags and a body 
structure which enabled it to score a maximum five stars in 
the EuroNCAP crash tests. 

As you’d expect from a new sporting flagship model, 
there are visual clues which set it apart - notably the unique 
17-inch black alloy wheels prominent chrome grille and matt 
chrome wing mirrors. 

The Vitara range is well equipped as standard, and the 
S model is the flagship of the range, kitted out to premium 
saloon standard which makes its likely £21,000 price tag 
look even more competitive. It includes a seven-inch central 
touchscreen which controls the audio, navigation, and full 
smartphone connectivity systems. 

Suede seats, automatic air conditioning, automatic and 
self-levelling headlamps, electrically heated and adjustable 
door mirrors, front and rear parking sensors, a rear parking 
camera, electric windows, rear privacy glass and electric 
windows are among the highlights. All Vitaras have a fam¬ 
ily-sized 375 litres of cargo space, rising to 710 litres if the 
split/fold rear seats are folded flat. Roof rails are standard. 

The Vitara has undergone various makeovers but essen¬ 
tially it’s been around since 1988 and there’s a good reason 
for that: despite the growing competition buyers like it, and 
Suzuki has built up a strong reputation for reliability and cus¬ 
tomer service. 

Price, of course, always plays a part in buyers’ decisions 
so there will still be plenty going for the 1.6 litre petrol or die¬ 
sel engined options. But while the Vitara S with its 1.4 Boost¬ 
erjet engine is at the top of the range price-wise, it’s also the 
best equipped and sportiest version. And, arguably, offers 
the most refined driving experience too which will doubtless 
attract not only Suzuki drivers who want to change up, but 
converts from rival brands, too. 




MASSIVE SAVINGS on unused 


65 PLATE 



PLATE 


Corsa 1.2 /1.4 Ltd 3dr 


Delivery miles, 17" alloys, Bodykit, Air/con, Intellilink, 
LED daytime running lights, 
(limited amount with Vauxhall Onstar - 1st come, 1st served). 


Astra 1.4 /1.6 Excite 5dr 


Delivery miles, Bluetooth, 
Alloys, Air/con, 

CD player. 


0W ONLY FROM ■ NOW ONLY 

I £ 10,999 1 £ 10,999 



1 PRIVATE OWNER CARS 

IFHJHI • Astra 2.0 CDTi SRi 5dr 

17" Alloys, Parking Sensors, CD Player, A/C, 20078 miles. Silver. £10477 




£10799 

£10499 

....£8999 

....£8999 

....£9999 


lErtuni:- Astra 1.6 Elite 5dr 

17" Alloys, Heated Seats, Parking Sensors, Leather, 19378 m. Silver 

£8999 

ir+UIH - Astra 2.0 GTC SRi 3dr 

18" Alloys, \ Leather, Parking Sensors, Automatic, 16380 m, White.. 

£11499 

iFVlJnr- Astra 2.0 CDTi SRi 

17" Alloys, Parking Sensors, Cruise Control, 53172 miles. White. 

£8999 

lEfrlJIM- Astra 1.6 Elite 5dr 

17" Alloys, Parking Sensors, Leather Seats, 29642 miles, Black. 

£8999 

EiHJni - Astra 1.6 Elite 5dr 

17"Alloys, Parking Sensors, Leather, Heated Seats, 4143 m, Silver... 

£10299 

irtl J H i 1 Corsa 1.4 SE 5dr 

16" Alloys, Rear Sensors, \ Leather, Heated Seats, 4635 miles, Red 

£7999 

IF+1JIU - Corsa 1.2 SE 5dr 

16" Alloys, \ Leather, Heated Seats, Rear Sensor, 7516 miles, Brown 

£7999 

IfiVUnL- Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi 

17" Alloys, Parking Sensors, S/nav, A/C, CD Player, 21638 m, Black.. 

£11999 

IgfrUnr- Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi 

17" Alloys, Parking Sensors,Tow Bar, Sat Nav, 20143 m. Brown. 

£10999 

H-aUAL Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi 

17" Alloys, Parking Sensors, Electric handbrake, 19789 m, Dark Red.... 

£10499 

•Ifrlil.H:- Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi 

17" Alloys, Parking Sensors, Sat Nav, A/C, Auto, 29464 m, Black. 

£11999 

gj»U> Meriva 1.7 CTDI SE 5dr 

17" Alloys, Parking Sensors, \ Leather, Automatic, 14636 m, Blue.... 

£9999 

1*1 JIU- Meriva 1.7 CDTi SE5dr 

17" Alloys, Parking Sensors, \ leather. Automatic, 13267 m. Orange 

£8999 

IgfrlJni-- Meriva 1.4Turbo SE 5dr 

17" Alloys, Parking Sensors, Electric Handbrake. 15523 m. White.... 

£8499 

IgTl JT.t 1 > Meriva 1.4 Turbo SE 5dr 

Parking Sensors, Cruise control, A/C, Panoramic Roof, 20849 m, Grey 

£7999 

IFitum:- Mokka 1.4Techline 

18" Alloys, Sat Nav, Bluetooth, Parking Sensors, 1848 m, Orange.... 

£14999 

■tunr- Mokka 1.6Techline 

18" Alloys, Parking Sensors, Sat Nav, Bluetooth, 11549 m. White. 

£12999 

■turn - Zafira 1.6 Design 

16" Alloys, S/nav, Parking sensors, Heated seats, B/th, 13324 m, Silver 

£8999 

lETUnr- Zafira 1.6 Design 

16" Alloys, Parking Sensors, Heated Front Seats, 37827 miles. Grey, fc #777 

lamni Zafira Design 1.8 

16" Alloys, Front & Rear Sensors, Heated Seats, 8664 miles. Blue.. 

£7999 


ADAM 

64 Adam Glam 1.2,18"Twister alloys, Rear parking sensors, Full leather, Glass roof, 8306 m, Black... 

13 Adam Slam 1.4,18"Twister alloys, Vi leather, Black roof, Bluetooth, USB, DAB, 6745 m, Red... 

14 Adam Jam 1.2,16"alloys, Bluetooth, USB, DAB, Red Interior decor, A/C, 7956 miles, Red. 

14 Adam Jam 1.2,16"alloys, USB, Bl/th, A/C, Star Illuminated Headliner, DAB, 3061 m, Green. 

63 Adam Glam 1.4,17" Swiss Blade alloys, Glass roof, Vi leather, Bl/th, DAB, 16055 m, Black. 

ASTRA 

62 Astra 1.6 SE Auto 5dr, 17"alloys, Auto lights, Alarm,Trip computer, 27528 miles, Silver. 

13 Astra 1.4 Energy 5dr, 17"alloys, Bluetooth, USB, Cruise control, 12006 miles, Silver. 

60 Astra 1.6 SE 5ar Automatic, 17"alloys, Parking sensors, A/C, 26560 miles, Grey. 

Di 17",ll„wr O^vr^mr A ir C mien 3 ,v,i Qfgy. 

.... . ...White 

63 Astra 1.4 Energy 5dr, 17"alloys, USB & AUX, Bluetooth, A/C, 5043 miles, Red. 

10 Astra 1.6 Elite5dr Automatic, 17"alloys, Parking sensors, S/nav, Htd seats, 29959 m, Grey.. 

62 Astra 1.6 SRi 5dr, 18"alloys, Parking sensors, Alarm, 42109 miles, Black. 

14 Astra 1.6 SRi 5dr, 17"alloys, Bluetooth, CD player, A/C, 20329 miles, Black. 

13 Astra 2.0 CDTi SE 5dr Auto Estate, 17"alloys, Parking sensors, Vi leather, 26974 miles, Red 
ANTARA 

12 Antara 2.2 CDTi Exclusiv, 17"alloys, Electric handbrake, Electric windows, 33187 m, Black.... 

62 Antara 2.2 CDTi Exclusiv, 18"alloys, Parking sensors, Sat nav, 32072 miles, White. 

13 Antara 2.2 CDTi SE, 19"alloys, Sat nav, Parking sensors,Tow Bar, leather, 28989 miles, Grey... 

62 Antara 2.2 CDTi Exclusiv, 17" alloys, Vi leather, Heated seats, A/C, 28937 miles, Silver. 

62 Antara 2.2 CDTi SE, 19"alloys, S/nav, leather, Heated seats, Parking sensors, 25809 m, White 
INSIGNIA 

64 Insignia 2.0 Ltd 5dr, 18"alloys, Parking sensors, Bl/th, Htd seats, VXR Styling pack, White. 

15 Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi, 19"alloys, Parking sensors, Sat nav, Reverse camera, 18522 m, Black... 

14 Insignia 2.0 Turbo Diesel Auto, Parking sensors, Heated leather seats, S/nav, 17289 m, Silver 

64 Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi, 19"alloys, Sat nav, Bluetooth, USB, 26886 miles, Black. 

11 Insignia 1.8 SRi, 18"alloys, Parking sensors, Electric handbrake, CDplayer,42268 miles, Grey 

14 Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi, 18"alloys, Sat nav, Bluetooth, Electric handbrake, 40573 miles, White. 
CORSA 

63 Corsa 1.2 Energy 5dr, 16"alloys, Bluetooth, A/C, USB, AUX, 10115 miles, Red. 

63 Corsa 1.2 Energy 3dr, 16"alloys, A/C, Bluetooth, 15647 miles, Silver. 

62 Corsa 1.0 S 3dr, Aux socket, CD player, Electric front window, 10967 miles, Red. 

15 Corsa 1.4 Design 5dr, 15" wheel trims, Bluetooth, A/C, 7372 miles, Green. 

15 Corsa 1.4 SRi 5ar, 16"alloys, Bluetooth, A/C, 8481 miles, Silver. 

11 Corsa 1.2 Excite 5dr, 16"alloys, Bluetooth, Electric mirrors, 39266 miles, Black. 

62 Corsa 1.2 SXi 3dr, 16"alloys, Aux, Tinted rear windows, Cruise control, 42856 miles, Black. 

62 Corsa 1.2 SE 5dr, 16"alloys, Heated seats, Bluetooth, A/C, Vi leather, 35645 miles, Orange. 

62 Corsa 1.0 S 3dr, Electric mirrors, CD player, ABS, 18746 miles, White. 

13 Corsa 1.2 LE 3dr, 17" Black alloys, Body kit, A/C, Black roof, 23272 miles, White. 

64 Corsa 1.4 SE3dr, 16"alloys, Heated seats, Sight & light pack, 3521 miles, White. 

MERIVA 

63 Meriva 1.4 Energy 5dr, 16"alloys, Bluetooth, A/C, 10947 miles, Silver. 

62 Meriva 1.4 SE Turbo 5dr, 17"alloys, Parking sensors, Cruise control, 30257 miles, Brown. 

MOKKA 

64 Mokka 1.7 Techljne, 18"alloys, Front & rear sensors, Sat nav, 6986 miles, Blue. 


£8899 

£9299 

£7999 

£8499 

£10499 

£9999 

£9299 

£6999 

£7999 

£8999 

£9499 

...£9999 

£11999 

£13999 

£11499 

£13499 


64 Mokka 1.7 Techline, 18"alloys, Front & rear sensors, Sat nav, 3029 miles, Orange. 

14 Mokka 1.6 Techline, 18"alloys, Parking sensors, Sat nav, Bluetooth, 8055 miles, Silver. 

14 Mokka 1.6 Exclusiv, Parking sensors, Bluetooth, DAB radio, 38673 miles, Grey. 

14 Mokka 1.6 Exclusiv, 18"alloys, Parking sensors, Bluetooth, DAB radio, 10839 miles, Black. 

64 Mokka 1.7 CDTi SE, 18"alloys, Parking sensors, Heated seats, Bluetooth, 6589 miles, White.... 
ZAFIRA 

64 Zafira 2.0 SRi Tourer 5dr, 18"alloys, Heated seats, leather, Parking sensors, 8626 miles, Red. 
64 Zafira 1.8 Exclusiv, A/C, 7 seats, CD Player, AUX, 5880 miles, White. 

VIVA 

15 Viva 1.0 SL, 15"alloys, Parking sensors, Heated seats, Bluetooth, A/C, 3008 miles, Silver. 

SPORTS MODELS/VXR 


£18999 

£17999 

£18499 

£16499 

...£7499 

£11699 

...£7799 

£6799 

£6299 

£9499 

£10299 

£5899 

£5899 

£6999 

£5499 

...£7499 

...£7499 

£7999 

£8799 

£16999 

£16999 

£13499 

£11299 

£11999 

£14999 

£15999 

...£9999 


14 Corsa 1.6 VXR 3dr, 18"alloys, a/c, Sat nav, Bluetooth, 9598 miles, White. 

64 Astra GTC 1.4 SRi 3dr, 19"alloys, Bluetooth, A/C, Cruise control, 5750 miles, Red.... 
12 Astra GTC 1.4 SRi 3dr, 19"alloys, Bluetooth, Alarm, Auto lights, 11381 miles, Red... 
14 Astra GTC 1.4 3dr, 20"alloys, Bluetooth, Stop/Start, Body kit, A/C, 7509 miles, White 


...£12999 

...£15999 

...£11399 


BRINDLEY VAUXHALL 01543 406745 

Main A5, Cannock WS111SH www.brindleyvauxhall.co.uk 

Pictures for illustration purposes only. For more information on Network Q contact Brindley Vauxhall or visit www.networkq.co.uk. 
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ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION 


Self Assessment and all accountancy services 
for the self employed, partnerships 
and limited companies. 

A prompt and reliable service at a sensible cost 

For a free appointment please call: 

Robert Ollerenshaw on:Shenstone 

01543 481329 

Email:ollerenshaws@btinternet.com www.ollerenshaws.co.uk 

Evening appointments not a problem 



Digital Rapid Aerials 


-Aerials, Plasma Brackets & COTV 
Cameras supplied & fitted 
-Repairs -Tuning -Multirooms 

^ DISCOUNTS 

^ QUOTATIONS 


AERIALS 
\ FinED 
FROM £69 



A LOCAL BUSINESS YOU CAN TRUST 

01922 693047 
07960 173589 

www.digitalrapidaerials.co.uk 


MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 

Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 
ANY LIKE FOR LIKE s, 
QUOTATION BEATEN ^ 
Senior Citizen Discounts 
2 Year Guarantee 
Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 

• Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 

• Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Aldridge Based 
Mobile: 07853 253176 




YOUR LOCAL WALSALL 
BASED ACCOUNTANT 

ALL ACCOUNTANCY WORK UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING: 

Self employed Rental property’s CIS contractors 
Limited companies New start up’s 

16 LEIGHSWOOD ROAD. ALDRIDGE 
FOR A INITIAL CONSULTATION 

CALL: 01922 744! 

bakshohayer@taxassist.co.uk www.taxassist.co.uk/walsall 


CJ.S. ROOFING 

Flat roofing specialist 

• Tiling • Slating • Chimneys • Fascias etc 
RUBBER SYSTEMS 

All work guaranteed - 35 years experience 

c,„ 01922 627932 i 
ciive: 07778 444401 & 




Specialists in: 


o BATHROOMS 
OWETROOMS 
O PLASTERING 

Obathroom design 

O TILING/PLASTERING 

O DISABLED/MOBILITY 
BATHROOMS 

All types of Home Improvements 

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES 


MB&electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: 1 ^— - - 


mbelectric. co. uk 


m-m 0786 
LA 0192 


134456 

646144 


I 

J 


LOFT SERVICES 

• Loft Ladders supplied & 
fitted from £99 

• New or enlarged loft access 
• Loft Flooring fitted 
• Loft Insulation 


UPVC drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 

£185 fully fitted 


For advice call Carl on 
0121 5561761 
Mobile: 07502 103997 

14 years’ experience 


Carpentry 


Double Glazing 


CW Joinery. 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS' 


PVC NOW AVAILABLE 


• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 
•Fit only, Paint or Stain available 

•Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922 709543 




Extend the 

O flf of your 

I windows! 


We hove over 16 years experience within the window industry, we con repair, 
replace or reiurbish any type oi window, UPVC, Wooden or Aluminium. 


»w.«ogl®pioperty S oton S .co.»k 


24 Lambert Drive, Burntwood WS7 2DR 
T: 01543 686946 M: 07412 488623 
E: sales@ecoglaze.pro 


ECOQLAZE 


Jay's Carpentry 

& Home Improvements 


N 

6 


i 


NEED EXTRA SPACE ?, 
GARAGE CONVERSION! 

ALSO LOFT LADDER 
SUPPLIED & INSTALLED 

Fitted Wardrobes 
• Floors • Tiling 
* Doors • Decking 

FREE QUOTES 


Call Jason: 01922 611272 
/ 07951 922879 

www.jayscarpentry.co.uk 


M&s 

Carpentry 

^Doors, Floors, 
Iptairs, Kitchens, 
^Fitted Wardrobes, 
^Tiling, Garden 
^Decking etc 

JZaH 07748 
J058I54 


WINDOW DOCTOR 


GLAZING REPAIRS & LOCKSMITHS. 
SERVICE & REPAIR FOR ALL DOORS & WINDOWS. 

MISTY & BROKEN GLASS REPLACED. 

WE REPAIR HANDLES,HINGES,SEALS,PAWS,WINDOW & DOOR LOCKS. 
CONSERVATORY & GUTTERING LEAKS REPAIRED. 

10 YR GUARANTEE 

_ 01543 504900 24 HRS 
J< 07745 105035 


IS WELLINGTON DRIVE, CANNOCK W511 1PU 


Est 30 
years 


Driveways 



Quality Assured 
Ready Mixed Concrete, 
Concrete Pumping & Grab Hire 



BSI Accredited Concrete Supplies N 

01543 897979 18^ 

email: info@kcgconcrete.co.uk 

M: 07914 353321 • www.kingscroftconcreteandgrabhire.co.uk 

Unit 33a, Martindale Industrial Estate, Hawkes Green, Cannock, WS11 7XN 


WESTCOT 

CONTRACTORS LTD 

38 Years Experience 

TARMACADAM CONCRETE BLOCK PAVING 
LEADING DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS COVERING 
LICHFIELD AND STAFFORDSHIRE 

• Domestic Drives • Patios • Tennis Courts construction 
• Commercial car parks and roads • Vehicle access crossing highway approved 

Free quotations - All work guaranteed 

Call for enquiries 07985 233112 

Office 01543 251416 

west 
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Gardening 


iSj 


B.J. FENCING SUPPLIES 


Members of Guild of Mastercraftsmen 

WINTER SALE OF FEATHEREDGE 
PANELS + GATES - WHILE STOCKS LAST 

Up to 30% lower prices than most other 
major suppliers, Builders Merchants etc. 


Sizes 

6’ x 6’ 

6’ x 5’ 

6’ x 4’ 

6’ x 3’ 

6’ x 2’ 

Gates 

Each 

£23 

£21 

£19 

£16 

£13 

6’ x 3’ £25 

20+ 

£21 

£19 

£17 

£14 

£11 

6’ x 2’ £22 


Arch Bow Tops Available at £1.50 extra 

Individual Boards @ 12p per ft. Prices include VAT. 


Also available at lowest winter prices include overlap, 
trellis, picket panels, gravel boards etc. 

HUGE DISCOUNTS ON SUPPLY *ERECT PRICES* 
Call us for free, no obligation quotation. 

MASSIVE SAVINGS ON SPRING/SUMMER PRICES. 

Tel: 01543 821213.07886 369958 or 07828 693442 

UNIT 7E, ZONE 4, BURNTWOOD BUSINESS PARK WS7 3XD 




J L Garden & Tree Services 

Garden Maintenance & Tree Felling 


Tree Felling 
Garden Maintenance 
All Debris Removed 

Call Jason for a No Obligation Quote 
Fully Insured 

Tel: 01922 615936 
Mob: 07809 431703 


£38 

'•TC 


FALLEN 

LEAVES 

CLEARED 

Discounts for senior citizens 

07973 814713 (24hr) 
Evenings 
(01543) 262395 



To advertise your business and reach more than 72,000 potential customers... 

D 

Call us on... 

01543 465341 M 

_ 

E-mail us at... 

sarah.winfield@expressandstar.co.uk 

Post to... 

■ - (, ^ Sarah Jones, Walsall Chronicle, 1 

1| 1 Queen Square, Cannock. WS111ES M 










































































































































> 


Local Specialists 


k31 


Household Appliances 


D & D DOMESTICS 


Your Local Repair Engineers 
All makes of Electric Cookers, Washing Machines 
and Tumble Dryers 

Free call out 

Factory trained Engineers , 

Call anytime on: 

01922 746886 
07958 746758 



P & S Spares & Repairs Ltd 

(Vauxhall Specialists) 

Second hand spares off the shelf 

Q Servicing and Mechanical Repairs 
Q Electronic Engine Management and Airbag Fault Diagnostic Service 


LATE VAUXHALLS: Scrap, MOT failures or 
accident damaged - Anything considered 
VAUXHALL PARTS ALSO WANTED 

Tel: 01543 370077 

Mobile: 07956 911287 

_ Unit 15, Yates’s Boat Yard, Lime Lane, Pelsall, WS3 5AS 



Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 



For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on 
plastering, boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming 
and artex covering. Quality rendering and terrolining. 


7538 718264 


Plumbing & Heating 



WORCESTER accredited install 


mb 

Jw new gastek home safe plan 

• BRONZE -£14.99 

• SILVER-£16.99 

• GOLD - £18.99 
_ • PLATINUM-£21.99 

• LANDLORD PLATINUM - £24.99 

(All prices are per month-t/c apply) 

• Boiler Services • Bathroom Installations 

• Landlord Checks • Power Flushing 

• Full Central Heating • Gas Appliance 

Systems Installations 

• Boiler Swaps and • All Domestic Plumbing 

Conversions Work 

• LPG Gas Appliance Service and Installations 

NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 

Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, Budley BY2 9AF 

Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

01543 887334 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk • www.gasteksolutions.co.uk 


jfaSEEBEiE 


+“a 


Roofing 


D SMITH 
PLUMBERS 


Plumbing and Heating 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
OAP Discounts 


No Obligation Free Quotes 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Taps • Overflows 

• Tanks & Boilers 


Tel Dan: 

07541 557284 
01543 732018 



ROOFING SAFE 

LTD 


Tiling, Slating, Repair, Care and Maintenance. 
Flat roof refurbishment and repairs 
Fascias, Soffits and Roof Gutter, 
Chimney refurbisments and repairs 
Skylights and roofing light packages. 



ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING COVERED 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE, FREE QUOTATIONS 
OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE AND QUALITY GUARANTEE 


Telephone: 01922 254025 

Mobile: 07403 380136 

86 . Lumlev Road . Walsall. West Midlands WS1 2LJ 




u 

TECH ROOFING 


%% 





HUNG - FELTING 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 


Slate & Tile Repairs - Flat Roofs 
EPDM - Rubber Roofing - Fibre Glass 
Roofing uPVC Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
Chimney & Pointing Work - Insurance Work 
Dry ridge, dry hip, dry valleys, dry verge 
Maintenance Free, no mortar needed 

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
WORK UNDERTAKEN 

LOCAL, FRIENDLY 
AND FULLY INSURED 

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES 

01543 887928 or 
0800 4748583 

www.rightwaysroofline.co.uk 


ALL ROOFING SPECIALISTS 

All aspects of Roofing Undertaken including 

• Dry verge systems • Roof cleaning 

•Ridge Tiles . Chimney repairs 

• Repointing 

• Fascias, Soffits & • All roof repairs 

Guttering • new roof 

EDMP Roofing System - Single Garage from £825 all inc 

Reboarded with 18mm smart ply 
Further reductions on larger areas 
Fully insured, No Call Out Charge 
NO DEPOSIT TO PAY - only pay when satisfied 

0800 2461452 - 07955 338442 



WBHpiBloaSo ni 

IroofingiservicesiM 


★ Discounts for OAP’s 
★ Insurance Work ★ Lead Work 

★ Ridge Tiles Replaced 

★ Flat Roofs* Pointing 
★ Rubber Roofing (E.P.D.M.] 

★ Chimney Repairs ★ Fascias & Gutters 
25 years in the business 
FAMILY RUN - FREE QUOTES 


Call: 01922 711150 
07722 533247 
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Yowv Nimhe/c One Choice Foi Low Coit Phoperifij Repaiti! 

PROFESSIONAL AND RELIABLE SERVICE 


SlattTand ifflc RepairsE 


Flat Roofs, EPDM o Dry Ridge Systems 


The room / _ 

companyYOUCAN < 


iMMiMig 
•• GS5B62IE3 




covered 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
1 With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



and Fascias f• o All genuine 


Chimney Reducing 1 quotes beaten 



EAiniMi Ruur-iNj 

TILING - FELTING - PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

Slate & Tile Repairs - Flat Roofs EPDM - Rubber Roofing 
UPVC Fascias, Soffits & Guttering Fibre Glass Roofing 
Chimney & Pointing Work Insurance Work 
Dry ridge, dry hip, dry valleys, dry verge 
Maintenance Free, no mortar needed Roof Cleaning 
OVER 30 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 
All types of roofing work undertaken 
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES 
Tel: 01922 510193 
or 07754 088538 


K&S TiUng 


all aspects of 
tiling undertaken, 
Walls & Floors 
Free Quotes 


Call Steve 
07748 058154 



To advertise your business and reach more than 72,000 potential customers... 

ID 

Call us on... 

01543 465341 M 

0 

E-mail us at... 

sarah.winfield@expressandstar.co.uk M 

I 

Post to... ^ 

Sarah Jones, Walsall Chronicle, 1 

Queen Square, Cannock. WS111ES ML 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

|jg Dignity- 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Family 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


Leisure 

Time 



www.jacksonhateleycycles.co.uk 


SALE SALE SALE! 

Massive Reductions Across The Range 
You beat our price we beat yours! 

Book Your Cycle For 
Christmas Now At Sale Price! 

Spares At Discount Prices 

24 HOUR REPAIR SERVICE 

HATELEY’S 

Simply the best 

Ring Dave on 
01902 782344 

458 Stafford Road, Oxley, 
Wolverhampton 


MASSIVE INDOOR 
BOOT SALE 

Every Sunday 

Willenhall Academy (Comp), Bentley Lane 
Walsall, WS2 7LU 

70 pitches, Sellers 11 am/ Buyers 12 
noon 

07939 646263 


Indoor Car Boot Sale. 

Saturday 12th December 

Walsall FC Supporters Club 

Bescot Crescent, WS1 4TS 
Doors open - Sellers 9am / Buyers 10am 

Entry iOp / Tables £5 & £7.50 

Booked on 01922 621179 


* BEST ★ 
SATURDAY 
BOOTSALE 

NOW on B4176, Rabbit Run, WV15 5LS 
by T.F.M between Dudley & Telford 

*07890 267041* 


CARAVANS & CHALETS For sale 
with seaviews. Clarach Bay near 
Aberystwyth from £4995 includes 
2015 site fees. Call Phil on: 01970 
820579. sales@clarachbay.com 


_ __... yoi. 

caravan. 2 bed caravan for sale 


beach. Just £7,995. 07960 944721. 

3 BED CARAVAN for sale, 12 month 
season, close to beach. Pet friendly 
with lots of facilities. Immaculate 
throughout inc all fees. Just 
£12,525. Call 01970 871933. 


BABY GRAND piano with seat, all in 
very good condition. £850. 

0121 357 6027. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



clairvoyance 


PSYCHIC TAROT READINGS Live 
1 to 1.0906 757 0900 75p per min, 
calls recorded. Credit/Debit card 
0141 427 7003 (£25 - 30 mins). 



VINTAGE ANTIQUE / Collectables 
Fair, Coven Memorial Hall, WV9 
5DL. Sunday 13 Dec, 10-3. Karen. 
01384 277373 / 07938 123040. 


Home & 
Services 



Beds direct from our factory save £££’s. 
Bespoke mattresses our speciality. Divan 
beds from £49. Mattresses from £29. 
Ditto & memory mats from £69. Fashion 
beds from £49 aticS link bed frames from 
£99. Ottoman bed frames from £199. 
Biggest selection of beds you will find 
anywhere at lowest factory direct price. 
Recliner & mobility lift 
and rise choose from 
our unrivalled selection, 
many for immediate 
■A delivery EG Roberta 
leather lift and tilt 
Was £699 HALF PRICE £349 
Big selection of dual motor models in 
leather and fabric, many half price. 


corner unite, wing chairs 
at bargain prices . 

100’s of clearance 
suites from £299. 

Odd sofas from £99, odd chairs from £49. 


BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

OPEN EVERYDAY lOam-Bpm OPEN SUNDAY WANI ■ 4PM 

CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, 
GREAT BRIDGE RD, TIPTON DY4 7RG. 
P7T71 OFF A461 2 MINS FROM NEW 
TESCO & TOBY CARVERY 

0121 557 6885 

BIG CHOICE OF DINING FURNITURE 


ZANUSSI DISHWASHER Full size, 
£150, like new condition. 01922 
315063. 


A LANDSCAPING & GARDEN SERVICE 

Fencing supplied & fitted. 
Jungles cleared & restored. 
Garden tidy-ups. New lawns laid. 
Paving, Hedge Cutting, regular 
Garden Maintenance. Free estimates. 

01902 683607 or 07939 634708 


AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 7202/0. 
SAND, TOPSOIL, DECORATIVE 
gravels 11 Tonne direct loads at 
cheap rates. D. Gill Building & 
Garden Supplies 01922 452221/ 
452266 7 days. 

SHEDS AND FENCING AT KNC. 

See our new showroom at Willen¬ 
hall Rd, WV1 3DZ, 01902 450137. 
SLABS 450mm x 450mm Riven 
faced, only £1.76 inc. VAT. 
Ranton Building Supplies: 
01543 276006. 


CANNOCK EXCHANGE 

We buy & sell quality used goods: 

Car audio, Air Rifles, TVs & Laptops, Bikes, 
Gold, Guitars & Amps, Group/Disco Gear 
etc. Try us! No Furniture. 

186 Stafford Rd, Cannock, WS11 4AH 
Open Tues to Sat 10am-6pm 
01543 570990 Closed Sun & Mon 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 

CHEAP INDIAN SANDSTONE 

paving from £15.50 per square 
metre including vat. Choice of 
colours. Ranton Building Supplies 
LTD 01543 276006 

HORNBY 00 gage model railway 
layout, on 6ft x 4ft base, 50ft approx 
of track, 2/3 circuits, £325. For more 
information call 07581 659932. 

MODEL RAILWAY. Assortment of 
locomotives, carriages, tracks, 
buildings and controllers. For sale 
as onelot. Bargain! £350. 

01785 716881. 


ALL COLLECTABLES from wars 
wanted by collector, medals, 
helmets, swords etc. very good 
prices paid. 07592 290155. 


All gold 9ct up to £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • ALL SILVER 
• All Chinese items • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 
07971 783206 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care- 
lly consider all of their options 

3 for --* ' 


WANTED FOR CASH three piece 
suites, up to £100 paid 
Call 01785 815925/ 07947 627142. 

WE BUY ANTIQUE VINTAGE 

Modern furniture. House & Shops 
cleared, anything will be consid¬ 
ered. Call Lucy 07908760768 


WHIRLPOOL BATH, Liberty 
whirlpool bath and screen, (Bath- 
store). All complete. As new. Was 
fitted but hardly used. £300 ono. 

01922 278410. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 



sales 


PANASONIC 47” SMART 3d HD 

TV. -3D glasses, 3 years manufactu 
rers warranty. £485 ono. 01922 
745161 

PANASONIC 47” SMART 3d HD 

TV. -3D glasses, 3 years manufactu 
rers warranty. £565. 01922 745161 


AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 


C 


general 


J 


CASH FOR 
FAULTY TV’S 
AND PLAY 
STATIONS 

CALL JAMES 

07404837309 



aerials 



1 


A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 
call out, 3 yr g’tee, oap discounts 
07960 173589 or 0800 633 5899. 


alarms/security j 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


bathrooms 


JP Builders 

Over 20 years 
experience in bathroom & 
kitchen installations. 
TILING/PLASTERING/FREE 
QUOT^ 


07883 339818 or 01543 458664 


building supplies 


RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring^ York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


cctv 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV & alarms 
cameras, supplied and fitted, domestic 
and commercial, same day service, 
free call out. Call Robbi on 07960 
173589/0800 633 5899. 


Christmas trees/wreaths 



CHRISTMAS 
# TREES 7| 
Nordmann Fir 
from £20 

with FREE mistletoe 
Holly Wreaths from £5. 
opp HOLLY BUSH GARDEN 
CENTRE EXIT, J11 M6. 
Open 7 days a week 


building services 


DAVIES & SON 
BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 

All aspects of building work including: 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, 
Roofing, Driveways & Landscaping. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


I AND F 
BRICKLAYING 
SERVICE 

Extensions, 
Garden Walls and 
All Repairs. 

25 years experience. 

Call: Ian for a 
Free quotes 
07947 380981 


carpentry & 
V_ joinery 


ZnffThs 


• Kitchen and fitted wardrobe Specialists 
loors, floors and staircases 
All plastering projects catered for 
lomestic and Commercial 


www.collinscarpentryandjoinery.co.uk 

0121 537 2437 / 
07903 234 137 


B & S JOINERY Six internal p 
primed doors fully fitted from £3! 
07958 552625, 07950 867972, 


carpet & upholstery 
_ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


carpet fitters 


A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 
820598/07941 619694. 

computer repairs 


DOES YOUR PC HAVE PROB¬ 
LEMS? Free advice, free callout, 
affordable. Open 8am-8pm. Call 
now: PC Aid 0800 234 3468. 


conservatories 


ENERGY SEAL Conservatories 

Ltd. Orangeries, porches, doors & 
windows. Fully fitted/ supply only. 
Showroom open 9-4 mon-sat 
01902 866000 all areas covered. 


blinds 


Amanda 


7 Vertical Blinds from £195 

Also Great Deals On.. 

Rollers : Venetians : Wood Venetians : Romans 
Plantation Shutters : Made to Measure Curtains 

Free Quotes : Free Fitting 
TEL: 0845 667 4179 

www.amandaforblinds.co.uk 


double glazing 


UPVC BACK DOORS from £299, 
front doors from £389 fitted. 
Windows/Fascia’s, 01922 442720. 


double glazing 
V_ repairs 


MISTED/BROKEN UNITS, energy 
save upgrades, faulty locks/hinges, 
5 year guarantee. 07983 704889. 


electrical 

services 


ALL ELECTRICAL work from a 
switch to a rewire. Insured, free qu¬ 
ote 01902 575570 / 07958 627434. 
ALL HOME ELECTRICS NAPIT 
registered. Fully insured. For a free 
quote call 07583 320318. 

MB ELECTRIC.CO.UK Home re¬ 
wiring from £800. NICEIC.High 
quality local service call freephone 
0800 211 8398 / 07939 503905 
SERTRONICS LTD Broken Electri¬ 
cal equipment Fixed. We repair 
most things with a plug. At home or 
bring it in to us. All major Brands 30 
years experience 01922 624412 


external 
l rendering 


A FULL 15 YEAR GUARANTEE on 

all rendering work. Call for a free 
quote: Call 01902 366221. 


fencing 










[ fitted bedrooms 


AFFORDABLE BESPOKE FITTED 

Sliding Wardrobes. 07813 675526 
www.mteriorsbyrobertstokes.com 


flooring 


HIGH QUALITY wood, laminate, 
carpet and vinyl. All fitting guaran¬ 
teed. 01902 497708 07500 968783 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


AA Heating & Plumbing. Install/ 
Service/ Repair all gas work. 
Kitchen/ Bathrooms:01922 660410 


gates 


ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 

§ uotes, also repairs & fitting. 07903 
00642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years expe¬ 
rience in supplying gates and rail¬ 
ings. 07497 667752/ 07597 488290 


guttering 


(ft) 


PROPERTY 
SOLUTIONS 

A*1 GUTTERING 

cleaned, repaired, replaced, facias/ 
soffits, UPVC washdowns, all roofing/ 
repointing work. Free quotes, 8am-8pm 
01902 722447 


handyman ^ 

l services 

DAVIES INSTALLATIONS All 

aspects of building work, plumbing, 
decking, supply & fit kitchens and 
bathrooms. Call: 07793 747829 

home ^ 

V improvements 1 


AC Plastering Services 

Free no obligation quotes 

Senior citizen discounts available 

Reliable and punctual tradesmen 

Contact Adam on: 

07718 239381 
Acplastering@gmx.co.uk 


^ house clearances^ 


HARVEY’S HOUSE / SHOP 
CLEARANCES 

Cash waiting, Any size 
Quick, discreet 
and professional service 

Call: 07939 421862 / 01902 410433 

A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 

Ercol and Teak 
furniture wanted 

Call now on: 
01922 492007 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 

YMCA REQUIRE FURNITURE Free 
Collection. Call: 01922 629562, 
01384 231714, 01902 715249. 

^ kitchen fitters ^ 

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 15 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 

painters / ^ 

v decorators 


1 Painters Required 1 

Painters required for external repaints in bham 
and surrounding area's. Tradespersons must have 
CSCS card and have Asbestos Awareness. 

Intal@live.co.uk 

Tel: 01543 821 239 

ADMJ Decorating & Maintenance. 

City and Guilds. No Job Too Small. 
07855 957935 - 01902 630028 

C 1 PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
01902 683678 / 07890 879 892. 

C&D DECORATING Coving/ dado/ 
laminated flooring. Free quotes/ 
OAP discount. 07973 286288 

MFR DECORATORS. Internal/exte¬ 
rior. No job too small. Sensible 
prices. Free quotes. 07837 826372. 

plans prepared ^ 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 

plumbing & ^ 

V heating 

A RELIABLE PLUMBER No job too 

small. No call out fee. Call Lee: 
07713 149278 / 01902 330351. 

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a quote on: 07521 411108. 


plumbers 


BLUE SWIFT GAS 

Heating and Plumbing Services. 
Safe and reliable! No job too small. 

Free quotes I All work quaranteed. 
Gas safe registered. 

01922 710291 or 07799 957596 

www.blueswiftgas.com 


plastering 


N SPEED 
PLASTERING 
LTD 

Michael 

07977481211 

Nigel 

07977493935 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

28 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503/07519 694516 


removals 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

A2B REMOVALS Cheap and reli¬ 
able removal service. Insured. 
07817 842980 or 01902 744829. 

ALL REMOVALS We beat any 

S uote, full or part loads, all areas, 
all Keith on 07867 862227 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 

DJ REMOVALS house or one item. 
Affordable rates, reliable. Call: 
01902 652346 or 07912 980177. 


roofing 


CUFF NICHOLLS 

Roofing & _ 

Ruvbeir Rooting 


35 years experience 

Freephone 

(0800) 220 -729 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 



Who do you contact for all your Gas Servicing? 

• Boilers & Central Heating • Annual Services • Fires • Cookers • Landlord Certficates 


Miller Contracts Grp Ltd 
Plumbing Heating and Property Solutions 
In association with NJ Plumbing and Heating 

GAS PLUMBING &HEA11NG 

SAVE UP TO 30% ON ENERGY BILLS 

A-Rated condensing Combi Boiler, Digital Stat, Horizontal Flue, up to 7 Radiators. 
Supplied and fitted from £2,495 with up to 10 year warranty (subject to annual servicing) 


Mob: 07770652915 or 07774543335 or Tel: 01922 682552 

Email: info@millercontracts.co.uk Web: www.millercontracts.co.uk 
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AFFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 


gjg| -J-gJ 


QUICKA SKIPS 

Mini, Midi, 6 Yard with 
doors and Builders. 

7 days - Prompt Service 
01902 404800/ 
07983 580884 
www.quickaskips.co.uk 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

SKIP HIRE 

MINI, MIDI 
& 

BUILDERS SKIPS 
WITH DOORS 

Established 26 years 

Call: 

01902 722876 


AAA SKIP HIRE All sizes available, 
competitive prices. Call Now: 
01922 711411 or 07831 105695 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Calf: 
0121 555 6060. 


upholstery 



MOORES UPHOLSTERYRe-uphol- 

stery, suites, chairs & repairs etc. 
Free Quotes. Call: 07581 719054 

UPHOLSTERY SERVICES 3pcs/ 
springs/caravans/pubs/club/antiqu 
es. 01902 689844/07817 842980. 


Pets & 
Animals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


LAURAS TACK BOX Still in 
NORTON CANES, Cannock. 
Everything for the Horse and rider 
Call 07949 943933/01543 277688. 




GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and chipped. 

Call Greyhound Trust 
01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 


E! imanii 


FOR DOGS AND C 
Open Mon to Sun 
fc Call 01922 476208 

1 Red Lane off Crab Lane 
* Essington WV11 2DZ 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


CANARIES FOR SALE, Dimor- 
phics, Satinettes. For details 
contact 01922 862067. 



Express & Star 

YOUR 

BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191 . 
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Business & 
. Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


CONV’ STORE TAMWORTH 

Takings £1 Ok per wk Ol RO £89,995 
Plus SAV. Call John 01902 766724 


THEOBEN RAPID MARK 2 

22 calibre, telescopic sight, 2 
mags, silencer, fully camo plus 
4V 2 litre bottle gauges in date 4 
years. 


07981 483111. 


commercial 

premises 


TO LET Modern unit. Many possible 
uses. Secured and gated. WS10 
0NQ £550pw. 07831 627117 
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Property 


wm^eeesbmi 



NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

BLOXWICH High St, 1 bed flat, 
recent refurb. £290 pcm + bills. No 
DSS / Pets. Dept/Ref reqd. 07532 
391740/07502 106629. 

DARLASTON & WILLENHALL, 

Modern bedsits & flats, fully self 
contained, DSS 35+ welcome, call 
07791 476943 

LEAMORE, WALSALL, 3 Bed semi 
detached house, off road parking, 
DG, CH, DSS tenants welcome, 
call 07791 476943 

SELF CONTAINED furnished studio 
room, Coseley area, suit mature, no 
DSS. Call 07866 580164. 

STUDIO Flat f/f bills included, p/p, 
deposit negotiable, nrS’well Hospi¬ 
tal. 07828 504083 / 07449 301735. 



FOR SALE: BRAND NEW PARK 
HOME Two bedrooms, quiet 
residential site in Coven. £88,500. 
Telephone 01902 791177. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


ClassifiedAds 


properties wanted 



WE PAY 1 00°/o 



in | m mgr • No fees - Free 

» LAI# IV • 30 Years experience 

c homes v or i/ Text GOALto 88802 


0 1902 628047 www.blackcountry-homes.co.uk 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7local on 

07870 341 089 



Sandwell Area Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock Area Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 



ABIASI 

Biasi UK Ltd are looking to recruit the following 

TECHNICAL AND SERVICE ADVISOR 

This role will be within ourTechnical team.TheTechnical 
advisor will be responsible for answering incoming technical 
enquiries for Biasi heating products from our customers, aiming 
to fix or diagnose any issues with our products or service as 
professionally and efficiently as possible. 

Our customers are merchants, installers and end users. 

The ideal candidate will hold all Domestic Gas Qualifications and 
have good IT & Communication skills 
Salary £18,500pa, with O/T available. 

To apply send your CV and a covering letter to 
Craig_Webster@biasi.uk.com 

_ Tel: 01922 714618 _ 



QUALIFIED 
DENTAL NURSE/ 
RECEPTIONIST 

We are looking for a 
hardworking team member to 
join our busy practice in 
Walsall town centre. 

Full or part time available. 

Previous experience essential. 

Salary dependant on 
experience. 

Send CV to 
rebeccadocherty@ 
allsoppdental.co.uk 



CENTRAL ACCIDENT 

a fast growing business in 
Wednsbury require the 
following 

PANEL BEATERS X 2 
MET XI 

VDA ESTIMATOR X 1 

Excellent rate of pay and 
bonus scheme in place. 
Email details to: 

andy@centralaccident.com 
or call 07772 741002 
or 0121 505 7999 

ask to speak to Andy. 



WELDER FABRICATOR MIG/TIG 
neat welds on thin gauge 
steel/stainless full time 
Tel 01922 710204 



ADMINISTRATION 

SUPPORT 

Brownhills 

for 5 mornings per week 
5 hours per day, to which this 
role covers such jobs as: 

* Filing 

* Processing Invoices 

* Sorting the post 

* Answering the phones 
* Entering details on to our 
computer system 

* Greeting clients. 

Other skills preferred, working 

knowledge Excel Word & 
Sage Accounting. 

Full training programme 
provided. 

Please send your CV to 

Reg Lawton, 
Saddlers Court Mfg Ltd, 
Unit 3, Coppice Side Ind Est, 
Brownhills, Walsall WS8 7EX 
Please visit our website 
www.saddlerscourtmfg.com 


MONDAY 

TUESDAY 



WEDNESDAY 


Balfour Beany 


Gas Engineers 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 


To work in the Black Country, Telford, 
Shrewsbury and surrounding areas 


As part of the GDSP contract, we provide National Grid with experienced Gas 
Engineers who have, as a minimum, CCN1 and MET1 qualifications with pipework 
and metering skills, plus the knowledge and capability to extend their skills to the 
required level. You will also need a clean driving licence. 

We will deliver a training package lasting approximately three months. The 
training will enable the successful applicant to reach National Grid's Emergency 
Service Provider (ESP) level. 

As a First Call Operative (FCO), you will work alongside Emergency Teams and 
are required to live in the proximity of the above areas so you can reliably 
respond within the set timescale when on call out. 

The job role is to provide emergency cover for gas escapes reported by the 
public. This means that you must be prepared to participate in a standby rota 
covering 24 hours in a 7-day week. 

Flexibility will be key to the job role. 

Once trained, your basic weekly hours will be 38.75 with various work patterns 
including shift/stagger and standby. 

There will be an initial training rate of £11.00 per hour and, on completion of 
training, the rates will increase to full FCO rate ranging from £13.03 per hour to 
£24.95 per hour, and there are additional standby payments. 

If you, or somebody you know, are interested, please send your CV before the 
closing date of Friday, 15thJanuary2016tochristopher.thornton@bbusl.com 
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ClassffiedAds 



PRACTICE NURSE/ 
ADVANCED HCA 

Part-time positions available, 
20 to 30 hours per week, 
for a busy General Practice in 
North Walsall. 

For an application pack please 
contact 


Mrs A Pritchard, 

St. Peter’s Surgery, 

51 Leckie Road, Walsall, 
WS2 8DA. 

or 

Tel (01922) 700758 / 612714 
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Motoring 


BMW 320D M Sport, blue, 58 reg, 
145,000 miles, good condition, new 
engine fitted, £4,950 ono. 

07836 568903. 


S < ELLI i NGj 

YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


CALL 

01902 317878 


FORD FIESTA ZETEC 5dr, 1.4, 
Petrol, 2004, 69,000, very good 
condition, lovely blue, MoT, CD, 
A/C, remote CL/AL, EW, alloys. 
£1,700. 07851 012559. 

MINI COOPER S, grey, 2005, 12 
months MoT, low mileage, FSH, 
showroom condition, £2,295 
bargain. 07503 670510. 

NISSAN XTRAIL 4x4 diesel, 52 
plate, full MoT, CD player, air con, 
recent service, 112 k , good condi¬ 
tion, £1,600 ono. 07903 177567. 

RENAULT MEGANE ESTATE 

Dynamique spec 1.5 DCi 2005, 
99,000, SH, MoT, very good condi¬ 
tion. Blue, 60 mpg, £30 Tax, 2 keys. 
£1,750. 07522 475039. 

TOYOTA YARIS 2005, lady owner, 
low mileage, MoT till April 2016, 
good runner, immaculate condi¬ 
tion, £1,800 ono. 07580 998347. 


VAUXHALL CORSA LIFE 

2008,(08) 5 Door 73,000 Miles, 
Black, Alloys, Electric windows, 
Electric mirrors, Air con, Long 
MoT Lady Owner Nice Condi¬ 
tion 

£2,895ono 

07773529080 




ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


IBMAI 


Bit. Here. Z5 Ye*rs 


25 CARS 
UNDER £1,000 

Full MOT’S 

01902 490555 / 07956 988517 


Dale Street, Bilston, WV14 7JY 
www.bmacars.com 


CITREON BERLINGO MULTI¬ 
SPACE 2002, 103,000 Miles, 
Silver, Diesel, MOT June 16E795 
07940 798193 


CITY ROVER 1400 2004, 5 door 
hatchback, 55k, good condition. 9 
months MoT. £475. 07587 141101. 

FIAT PUNTO Active 1.2, 3dr, MoT, 
alloys, good condition, £550. 

(37444 309906. 


FIAT PUNTO Dynamic, 1.2, 04 reg., 
f.s.h. full MoT, blue, lovely condi¬ 
tion. £875. 01384 440258 / 07935 
337167. 

FORD KA STYLE. 07 reg, 68k, 
11 months MoT. Good condition, 
part service history ideal first car, 
two keys, £950. 07976 293994. 

FORD KA X reg., 103, 11 months 
MoT, power steering, cd, alloys, 
new tyres, good condition. £275 
ono. 07570 466779. 

GOLF GT 2.0 Itr, V reg, 12 months 
MoT, full leather trim, veiy nice car 
for year, 128,000 miles. £750 ono. 
07740 380269. 

MAZDA 323GLX 1994,1 owner from 
new, 85k, met green, 10 mnths 
MoT, 4 brand new tyres, genuine, 
reliable car. £395. 07801 563185. 

PEUGEOT 206LX 2002, 93,500 
Miles, black MoT Sept 16, good 
runner. £695 01922 414953 


RENAULT CLIO 1.2, 53 reg, excel¬ 
lent condition, new clutch, bargain 
£695. 07565 857723. 


ROVER 45 1.6. 2003, MoT May 
2016,49,000 miles, good condition. 
£725 ono. 

Telephone 0121 526 4630. 


SILVER CROSS Surf pushchair and 
carrycot, black, all accessories, 
hardly used, or PX for surf twin 
puschair. £200 ono. 07561 896431. 


VOLKSWAGON POLO 1999, 
110,000 Miles, Blue, abs, air con, 
long MoT, pas, CD, Good runner, 
Genuine sale £550 ono 01543 
275592 




Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07970 200066 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


1ST LESSON HALF PRICE. Offers 
on block bookings. Introductory 
courses available. 07986 552131. 



HONDA SHADOW2002, 20,000 
miles, MoT. Very good condition. 
£1,665. 01922 479743. 


NFL MOTORCYCLE TRAINING 

CBT to full licence. Call 8am - 9pm 
for deals 01902 494422. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


scrapcarbuyers.co.uk 

TOP PRICES PAID 
0800 533 5139 
Ol 21 526 4666 
07795 535 007 


■VI OB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


W.T.R. VAN HIRE Connects, 
Transits, Lutons with Tail lifts, 
pick-ups Open seven days. 
01902 457002/ 01384 79090. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 
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Local 

Information 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


Department for Transport 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 

The Secretary of State hereby gives notice of the proposal to make 
an Order under section 247 of the above Act to authorise the 
stopping up of an irregular shaped western part width of Fryers 
Road comprising highway verge at Walsall, in the Metropolitan 
Borough of Walsall. 

If made, the Order would authorise the stopping up only to enable 
development as permitted by Walsall Metropolitan Borough 
Council, under reference 13/0725/WA. 

Copies of the draft Order and relevant plan will be available for 
inspection during normal opening hours at Walsall Council, Planning 
and Building Control, Civic Centre, Darwall Street, Walsall, WS1 
IDG in the 28 days commencing on 10 December 2015, and may 
be obtained, free of charge, from the address stated below quoting 
NATTRAN/WM/S247/2094. 

Any person may object to the making of the proposed order 
by stating their reasons in writing to the Secretary of State 
at nationalcasework@dft.gsi.gov.uk or National Transport 
Casework Team, Tyneside House, Skinnerburn Road, Newcastle 
upon Tyne, NE4 7AR, quoting the above reference. Objections 
should be received by midnight on 07 January 2016. Any person 
submitting any correspondence is advised that your personal data 
and correspondence will be passed to the applicant/agent to be 
considered. If you do not wish your personal data to be forwarded, 
please state your reasons when submitting your correspondence. 

D Hoggins, Casework Manager 


Walsall Council, Planning and Building Control 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) act 1990 Development Management 
Procedure Order 2010 (as amended) 

The below applications have been made to the Walsall Council. 
Applications can be viewed at First Stop Shop, Civic Centre, Walsall or 
online www.walsall.gov.uk/planning. Representations can be made online, 
email: planningservices@walsall.gov.uk or in writing to Head of Planning 
and Building Control, Civic Centre, Darwall Street, Walsall, WS1 IDG. 
Representations should be made within 21 days of the date of this notice. 
Please note: Your letter and personal details will form part of the planning 
file which is a public document and will be available for inspection at the 
Council Offices. The information may be released as part of a request under 
the Freedom of Information Act. 

15/1504 Spooner Architects FOR: ERECTION OF 12 X 1 BED FLATS WITH 
12 CAR PARKING SPACES AT: LAND OFF REEDSWOOD CLOSE (REAR 
OF ROSE & CROWN PH) WALSALL. 

15/1737 Mrs Kelly Henney FOR: PROPOSED GROUND FLOOR REAR 
EXTENSION, FIRST FLOOR REAR FACING DORMER WINDOW AND 
CONVERSION OF GARAGE TO HABITABLE ROOM. AT: 1B, THE GRANARY, 
ALDRIDGE, WALSALL, WS9 8NY 

15/1629 Gohil Development FOR: PRIOR NOTIFICATION FOR THE 
CHANGE OF USE OF FIRST FLOOR OFFICE UNITS TO FORM 3 X ONE 
BED FLAT AND 1 X TWO BED FLATS. AT: 36-37 GOODALL STREET, 
WALSALL, WS1 1QL 

15/1696 Mr Bryan Park FOR: 1 X INTERNALLY ILLUMINATED FASCIA 
SIGN AND 1 X INTERNALLY ILLUMINATED PROJECTING SIGN. AT: 
SPECSAVERS OPTICIANS, 17, PARK STREET, WALSALL, WS1 1LY 
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Personals 
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CHAMELEONS for like minded 
adults - singles / couples. 7 days a 
week. 9am - late. Mon Bisexual 
day. 2 mins from J9/J10 M6. 0121 
5686117. www.chameleons.ee 


THE GREENHOUSE SPA For 

Gay/Bisexual men. Jacuzzi & Rest¬ 
rooms on site. Open 7 days a week. 
2 mins J9/J10 M6. Call 0121 568 
6126. www.gay-sauna.com 



GENTLEMAN AGED 79 

Honest and caring, with GSOH 
and OHAC. Enjoys music and 
days out. 

Seeks lady for friendship and 
companionship. Days out and 
holidays. Meals in or out. 
Must be a non-smoker. 
Cannock area. 

Please write to: 

Box Number P20156, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


PETITE SLIM LADY 

WLTM non - smoking 
gentleman aged 55-65, with 
own car. 

Must be smart, intelligent and 
caring, for friendship/ 
relationship. 
Cannock, Stafford and 
surrounding areas. 

Box Number P20157, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 



IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

"Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 

Simply click the FreeAds icon EH33S- 


"Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. 
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper 
and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum. 



Women seeking men 

REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


39 yr old independent single 
Mom, knows the benefit of 
having a good man in the picture. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 
5084796 

JENNI, single mum seeks single 
dad, own home, can 
accommodate and loves spoiling 
her man. Text only to Mailbox 
no:4115108 

FRANCES, 45, busty female, 
loves nights in/out, seeking 
uncomplicated male who can 
occupy my free time for quality 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420003 ® 
FEMALE, seeks fun loving male 
who likes a drink and a laugh, to 
enjoy erotic experiences with a 
curvy brunette. Discretion 
guaranteed. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5079311 
MARY, pretty, friendly, lots of fun, 
lives in Kidderminster, loves the 
theatre, opera, ballet, WLTM a 
lovely, charming, funny, genuine 
guy, 30s, to settle down with. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419883 | 

LOU, 45, lives in Shrewsbury, 
WLTM a lady between 42-49 
with blue eyes, must be kind, 
caring and funny to mend my 
broken heart, someone who likes 
to curl up on the sofa for cozy 
nights in. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:419855 ® 

FREYA 24yr old single mum, 
looking for male for free time 
frolics, call me if you're 
interested, it could be fun! Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419851 | 

WIDOW 50, blonde hair, GSOH, 
5ft 5ins, slim, seeks male. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
415767 

FEMALE, dark haired 5'10, 
curvy, likes reading, walking, 
cinema, seeks male 40-50 for 
lasting relationship. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5077545 
KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or 
single. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
4294 Box 419673 
PROFESSIONAL black female 
age 52, enjoys evenings and 
days out, would like to meet 
similar Midlands male. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5315901 
DISCREET man wanted by 
married lady for no strings fun. 
I'm called Sarah and am 37yrs. 
Pis call, ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
4299 Box 418167 
CATHY, 42, good looking 
brunette with a real passion for 
life, seeking male for happy 
times, dates, chats, romance and 
more. Pis call. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420073 ® 

JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 
Tel: No: 0906 515 4291 Box: 
409715 

FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 
26, seeking male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 416287 
MAUREEN, discreet sensual 
lady, 42yrs seeks daytime fun at 
her home. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
4275 Box: 405297 
MAGGIE, 72 yrs young, good 
sense of humour, well presented, 
WLTM kind, sincere chappie to 
share coffee and a chat. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5310040 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 
Tel: 0906 515 4295 Box: 

413399 

LOUISE 35, dark hair, blue eyes, 
attractive ex air hostess, looking 
for fun times with older male for 
romantic nights in and more. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420043 I 

LOUISE, pretty hairdresser, 
works long hours, finds it hard to 
meet a boyfriend, 34yrs, own flat. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 
4192572 




LADY Penelope seeks her very 
own Parker (47-58) to go on a 
voyage of discovery and 
romance. Text only to Mailbox 
no:4550237 

BLACK lady seeks white male 
over 60, any location, for 
friendship and hopefully a lot 
more. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4256384 



YOUR local dating 
service run by the dating 
experts since 1990 ... 
REAL people REAL ads 


How to use your dating service 



To place your own 
advert call: 

0844 381 5936 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad by text 

Simply text REG followed by your first name, 
date of birth, area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 FREE 
(Standard Network rates apply) 

Reply to members call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Before you dial! Have the adverts 6-digit box 
number written down and key-it-in promptly 
when asked. Don't forget to leave contact details 
for replies. 

Or Text... reply26 (leave 

space) box number (leave space) and 
then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in 
touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost 
£1.50 per message (Max 160 charac¬ 
ters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact 
details. Messages may be moderated 
for your safety and security. 



Date ONLINE 

YOU can now date online or via your 
mobile. Simply VISIT us at: 
http://dating.expressandstar.com 

Been left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your phone company’s access charge. 

PLUS you can also listen to other 
members greetings on this number. 

CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


CHARLENE, 24, petite curvy 
young blonde seeks similar 
cheeky, fun loving guy for lots of 
fun and loving. ACA. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 

419597| 

JOANNA, 36, petite, auburn 
haired female, lovely figure 
seeks loving older male for fun 
nights out and cosy nights in. 
Maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419595 (§ 
SHARON 32, attractive black 
single mum of one, very tactile 
and passionate, WLTM male 45- 
65yrs for fun meets. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

419579| 

MARIE, 43, fun blue-eyed 

brunette, fit and active, seeks 
similar male to have a laugh with. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419417| 

LISA 38 slim attractive blonde, 
looking for a man who will 
appreciate a feminine, 

fashionable, fun, romantic 

sensual woman with a mind of 
her own. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:419839 I 
SARAH 38, slim, nice looking, 
sensual, tactile, no ties, WLTM 
kind, loving male to enjoy 

affectionate relationship. Any 
age/looks. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419821 ® 

PAT 66, attractive, N/S, likes 
reading, nights out, seeks gent 
for friendship, days out and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:418277 I 
68 YR old widow, attractive, 
seeks sincere, N/S male, likes 
reading, meals out and walks. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 414773 
JULIA 47, looking for genuine, 
reasonably attractive male 
friend, may to lead to more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419695 | 


Men seeking women 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


COLIN, five foot eight, blue eyes, 
bundle of fun to be around, likes 
growing fuchsias for showing, 
vintage tractor for showing, 
weekends away, going out and 
staying in WLTM a lady for 
friendship/LTR. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420089 ® 
STEVE 39, 5ft 9ins, medium 
build, likes walks, seeks female, 
slim-medium build, single mum 
welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 396709 
6FT well built guy, nicely 
groomed looking for fun intimate 
nights or day with slim/medium 
build attractive lady 35-55. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5132460 
MATURE male, 50, medium- 
build, varied interests, seeks true 
Christian female, 35-45, who 
enjoys evenings in and dining 
out, for friendship or possibly 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:419283 I 
WAYNE, 40, cheeky, good 
career, likes gym. Looking for a 
lady who likes stimulating 
conversation and times. Tel No: 
0906 515 4345 Box No: 419829 
DARREN, 44, slim build, dark 
brown hair, green eyes, seeks 
genuine female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418809 ® 

VERY useful, attractive 58 yr old, 
GSOH, six foot tall, nice build, 
n/s, genuine, tactile, fit and 
sporty, looking for a women for 
nights in and out. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420135 ® 
MICHAEL, school teacher, very 
shy and lonely, 42yrs, own 
home, car, seeks genuine caring 
lady. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4156561 


SUBMISSIVE 44year old WLTM 
dominant female 25-30 years 
who enjoys role play with 
friendship and maybe possible 
relationship. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5084114 
COLIN 61, lorry driver, 5’10", 
blue eyes, kind hearted, 
romantic, hobbies include 
growing fuchsia's for showing 
and I have a vintage tractor that 
I play with from time to time. 
Looking for similar who's up for a 
lot of fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418463| 

ALAN, 56 year old builder, 
muscular build, five foot ten, fit, 
likes the gym, pubs, clubs and 
days out, seeks female with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 419975 ® 
WIDOWER, quiet, easygoing, 
slim, 5ft 7 tall, smart, varied 
interests, seeks slimish lady, 50 
to 65 yrs for caring relationship. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 
4906469 

TIM, easygoing honest male, 
discreet, uninhibited, seeks 
similar non-conformist averagely 
attractive, N/S female up to 65. 
Notts. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:375065 


MALE 45yrs old, self-employed 
motor trader/mechanic, medium 
build, green eyes, average looks. 
I am a nice genuine and honest 
person looking for similar lady to 
share a honest permanent 
relationship and happy times. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418709| 

MIKE late 60's fit, active, 
genuine and generous, very 
passive seeks assertive lady any 
age / looks for mutual benefits. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 
4747481 

STOCKY, boldT unhappily 

married man, seeks similar very 
discreet female for exciting 
rendezvous. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4757315 
MARK 40, 5ft 9ins, brown 
hair/eyes, attractive, good 
looking, OHAC/business, likes 
walks, day trips, cinema, seeks 
similar female. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 348239 
PROFESSIONAL male, 41, own 
business, likes to enjoy life, 
clubs, pubs, cinema, gym, seeks 
similar female. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 360283 


visit us at: http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your 
phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates- 
terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each 
message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before con¬ 
tact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can 
be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP 
text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to 
the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PRO¬ 
TECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of 
other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purpos¬ 
es. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app. w/c 07/12/15 











































































































35 


Spirits are 
high for 
Christmas 
push - Batth 

WOLVES skipper Danny Batth 
says the squad’s team spirit is bet¬ 
ter than it’s ever been - as they 
plot a rise up the Championship 
table over Christmas. 

Batth scored the winning goal as 
Wolves ended a run of four winless 
matches with a 2-1 victory over 
Rotherham on Saturday. In-form 
midfielder James Henry had set 
them on their way with an early 
header. 

The much-needed victory lifted 
Wolves to 14th, five points off the 
play-off places. 

It’s been a struggle for consist¬ 
ency all season - but Batth insists 
the players have not wavered in 
their belief. 

“There are people on the out¬ 
side looking in thinking, ‘there’s 
probably this and that going on’,” 
Batth said. 

“But in the dressing room we’re 
as tight knit as we’ve ever been. 

“Whatever’s going on outside, 
we’ll let that carry on and we’ll 
focus on us and make sure those 
11 lads out there are playing for 
each other and the club.” 

Wolves host Nottingham Forest 
and Leeds United in the next 10 
days in two televised matches. 

With the games coming thick 
and fast between now and early 
January, the captain stressed the 
importance of picking up as many 
points as possible. 

“Every player will tell you the 
Christmas period can have a big 
impact on where you finish,” he 
said. 

“It only takes a few results over 
Christmas and we feel we’ve got 
that in us. 

“There’ll be no rest for us - it’s 
about how we recover and do the 
basics right to get those results.” 

Villa side can’t 
keep hold on 
lead at Saints 

Southampton 1 Villa 1 

VILLA’S winless run was extended 
to 14 matches as they failed to hold 
on at a Southampton side who en¬ 
tered the game on the back of three 
consecutive defeats. 

Joleon Lescott gave the visitors 
an undeserved lead and exceptional 
opportunity with a goal in the first 
half, but they remain bottom of the 
Premier League after substitute 
Oriol Romeu secured a 1-1 draw. 

After Wednesday’s 6-1 Capital 
One Cup defeat at home to Liver¬ 
pool, Saints manager Ronald Koe- 
man had spoken of his team’s lack of 
balance between defence and attack 
and his belief it may be necessary to 
alter their approach. 

The manager retained their fa¬ 
miliar 4-3-3 shape, only recalling fit- 
again captain Jose Fonte for Steven 
Caulker in central defence, and the 
promising James Ward-Prowse for 
Jordy Clasie in midfield. 

It does little for their hopes of sur¬ 
vival, but Villa now have six points 
from 15 games. 

Two late goals 
are downers 
for Darlaston 

Kington 3 Darlaston 1 

TWO goals in the final minute of the 
game condemned Darlaston to their 
first West Midlands League Division 
One defeat in 10 games. 

Kington took the lead just before 
half-time when Tom Parry took the 
ball off Ryan McAllister and from 15 
yards out curled the ball into the top 
corner. 

Darlaston forced an equaliser on 
78 minutes when a Sam Giles’ was 
headed on by Mark Swann and Sam 
Hesson nodded home at the far post- 
for his second goal of the season. 

Kington’s Jamie Marsh had an 
effort disallowed for offside but 
Darlaston’s hopes of bagging a point 
were dashed in added time courtesy 
of two well-struck free-kicks, a min¬ 
ute apart, from Joe Mayclothling 
and Neil Warmsley. 


Saddlers tame the Shrews 


Shrewsbury 1 Walsall 3 

WALSALL began the post Dean Smith era in em¬ 
phatic fashion with an impressive victory over 10- 
man Shrewsbury. 

Paul Downing and Jordan Cook’s first goals of the 
season together with a Milan Lalkovic strike secured 
the Saddlers a come-back victory after Ian Black was 
sent off for the Shrews in the second half. 

Larnell Cole had earlier given the home side a first 
half lead at Greenhous Meadow. Walsall were slowly 
starting to take control of the tie and they came 
close when some crisp passing saw the ball worked 
to Evans who curled inches over from 20-yards. 

Yet despite enjoying the lion’s share of possession, 


the Saddlers found themselves a goal down with five 
minutes of the half remaining. 

With a giant hole in the Walsall defence, Vernon 
slipped in Larnell Cole who fired past Etheridge. 

On the stroke of half-time, the Saddlers pulled 
level. 

Lalkovic collected the ball on the edge of the 
box and then curled a powerful strike which beat 
Leutwiler at his near post. 

It was Walsall who created the first chance of the 
second half with Paul Downing rising highest from a 
corner but glancing his header wide. 

Shrewsbury were reduced to 10 men in the 70th 
minute when Ian Black received a second yellow 


card for late challenge on Downing. The Saddlers 
then went ahead. Downing rising highest from a 
corner to head home for his first goal of the season. 

Walsall continued to press for the closing stages, 
nullifying the Shrewsbury threat and in the four 
minutes of stoppage time they put the tie to bed. 

A swift counter saw Sawyers find Henry. His pass 
then found Cook who kept his composure inside the 
box to fire past Leutwiler. 

Walsall: Etheridge, Demetriou, O’Connor, Down¬ 
ing, Henry, Chambers, Evans, Morris (Baxendale 
94), Sawyers, Lalkovic (Forde 77), Bradshaw (Cook 
27). Subs not used: Taylor, Mantom, Preston, 
MacGillivray. 


Walsall still mired 
in the drop zone 


Veteran players claim their second title 



Walsall Wood chairman Andy Roper, left, with player/boss Paul Hammond 


Bournville 31 Walsall 17 
WALSALL, for the second suc¬ 
cessive Saturday, produced a 
performance that belied their 
lowly league position. 

Bournville’s successes this season 
has seen them move into the promo¬ 
tion positions of Midlands One West. 

Whereas Walsall are desperate to gain 
some points to try and climb out of the rel¬ 
egation zone. 

The first 15 minutes of the game sawW- 
alsall enjoy long periods of possession and 
should have scored at least one try during 
this time. 

Good defence breaking runs were made, 
but crucially the final pass was not deliv¬ 
ered. 

Particularly effective at this time for 
Walsall were No.8 Jeffrey Williamson and 
centre John Josh Williams. 

The hosts were able to set up a counter 
attack and then with some accurate and 
well-timed passes they crossed for the first 
score. 

Tally 

Ten minutes later they added to their 
tally as a switch in play and some neat 
passing resulted in a try by the corner flag. 

Bournville were breaking away with an¬ 
other threatening attack soon afterwards. 
But this attack was stopped by a superb 
cover defence tackle by Connor Pitt. Pos¬ 
session was retained and the ball passed 
quickly. 

But centre Williams was aware of the 
threat and intercepted an intended pass 
and out-sprinted the defence over a 70 
metre foot race to score under the posts 
for a deserved try which Roger Weston 
converted. 

Roger Weston stepped up and put over 
an impressive 50 metre penalty kick. 

The hosts hit back immediately as they 
retained possession and scored under the 
posts. 

In a second half lineout at the other end 
of the Bournbrook pitch the hosts won the 
ball and drove over the line for the touch¬ 
down. 

The home team did find a way through. 

Walsall’s Gozukucuk went through and 
passed to Richard Fearnhead for the try 
which Weston converted. 


WALSALL WOOD Over-35s have 
proved age is no barrier as they 
claimed their second Staffordshire 
FA Veterans League title in three 
years. 

The Wood, who won the inau¬ 
gural competition in 2013 and lost 
out narrowly on goal difference last 
time around, claimed the champi¬ 
onship as they went seven games 
unbeaten - winning six and draw¬ 
ing one. 

Under the guidance of play¬ 


er-manager Paul Hammond, Wal¬ 
sall Wood saw off competition from 
Wyrley, Shenstone Pathfinders and 
Lichfield City. 

Hammond said: “It’s veteran 
football for the over-35s and it’s a 
decent standard. 

“It was nice to win it after coming 
so close last year. We only lost by a 
couple of goals. 

“We’ve got a good side with play¬ 
ers that played having played at a 
half-decent level of semi-profes¬ 


sional football. “I still play on a 
Sunday and it does take its toll on 
the body.” 

The fixtures, that are played on 
the first Friday of every month from 
May through until November, con¬ 
sist of two 30-minute halves for the 
11-a-side teams, with roll-on-roll-off 
substitutions. 

The competition is played at two 
events, between Cardinal Griffin 
College in Cannock and Cheslyn 
Hay School, on an artificial surface. 


A goal in each half spells end for Wood 


JW Hunt Cup 

Sporting Khalsa 2 Walsall Wood 0 

WOOD had the better of the first half, but still went 
in a goal down, courtesy of a Bradley Lawley strike 
in the 43rd minute. 

Marvin Nisbett wrapped the game up after 63 
minutes. 

After five minutes a hurried clearance by keeper 
Charles Price only went as far as Dan Griffiths 35 
yards out. 

Seeing the keeper stranded on the edge of his box 
he tried a cheeky lob that was just too high, much to 
the relief of the fast back-pedalling Price. 

Three minutes later a lovely Wood move from a 
right wing throw saw Griffiths find Craig Deakin 
down the line, his ball inside picked out Drew Aiton 
who cut inside before hitting a rising drive just over. 

On 12 minutes Carlo Franco crossed from wide 
on the home right to pick out Ben Hadley who went 
outside his marker and hit a rising drive that was 
well held by Wood keeper Lee Evans. 

A minute later a clever short corner routine from 
Wood saw Deakin collect the ball, cross away from 
goal to find Aiton to fire a first time effort too high. 

On 24 minutes Max Black cut inside from wide 


Football 


left, his goalbound effort was blocked only for the 
ball to fall for Griffiths to hit first time, the ball 
again blocked by a defender, loud penalty appeals 
ignored. 

Aiton won the ball on halfway and raced for goal, 
he went through three tackles before curling a shot 
just wide of the right hand post. 

Then a long ball into the centre of the box 
bounced kindly for Tesfa Robinson and he was able 
to clear from Ben Evans. 

Comfortably 

On 43 minutes having comfortably held out 
Khalsa went ahead, Isaac Cooper crossed from wide 
on the left into the centre to find Bradley Lawley, 
who with his back to goal turned his marker and 
scored with a low drive just inside the right hand 
post to open the scoring. 

The second half started quietly, with the home de¬ 
fence superbly marshalled by Robinson frustrating 
Wood’s efforts to get back in the game. 

On 58 minutes a long ball out of defence saw 


keeper Evans race from his box to tackle Nicholas 
Campbell, the ball squirming out to Mike Perks 40 
yards out, to hit a first time rising drive just over 
the empty net. 

With Wood trying to open up the home defence 
a move broke down on 63 minutes, the ball neatly 
played forward through the centre before Marvin 
Nisbett was released into the right of the box, he 
calmly fired the ball past the advancing Evans, even 
though Deakin got to the ball on the line he could 
only help it into the net. 

With time running out a forceful right wing run 
by Ben Evans saw him cut inside and pull the ball 
back into the path of Lewis Taylor Boyce to fire first 
time wide. 

Sporting Khalsa: Price, Franco, Cooper, Rog¬ 
ers, Robinson, Perks, Lawley, Martin, Campbell 
©, Nisbett, Hadley, Cork, Nelson, Jackson, Meese, 
Pemberton. 

Walsall Wood: L. Evans, Deakin, Hayles, Birch, 
Wright, Black, Griffiths, Harris, Taylor Boyce, 
Aiton, B. Evans, Juxon, Beckett, Ricketts, Currith- 
ers, Sidibe. 


Terriers get 
their teeth 
into Blues 
for victory 

Blues 0 Huddersfield 2 

BLUES slumped to yet another 
home defeat as lowly Huddersfield 
picked up a valuable three points 
with the victory at St Andrew’s. 

The hosts never recovered from 
a disastrous start when Joe Lolley 
gave the Terriers a shock lead after 
just 31 seconds. 

Blues attempted to get back into 
the game - and out of their recent 
slump in fortunes following an out¬ 
standing start to the season - but 
an 83rd-minute goal from Nahki 
Wells settled the issue for the vis¬ 
itors. 

Blues, with only one home win in 
their previous six games at home, 
were expected to be more positive. 

Instead they again started with 
only one striker, which played into 
the hands of Huddersfield as they 
exploited the situation and get the 
first three points for new manager 
David Wagner. 

Huddersfield moved out of the 
relegation zone with the victory, 
only their fourth of the campaign. 

The Terriers were bright and ad¬ 
venturous and certainly responded 
to the call from Wagner to adopt a 
more attacking style. 

And they made a dream start 
after just 31 seconds when Blues 
were completely caught wrong¬ 
footed by the speed of Sean Scan- 
nell. His cross was cleverly allowed 
to go across the face of the goal by 
Wells to the unmarked Lolley, who 
converted the easiest of chances 
and put Blues immediately on the 
back foot. 

It was a further 15 minutes be¬ 
fore the home side were able put 
in a goalscoring attempt through 
Demarai Gray. Such was the con¬ 
fusion in Blues’ defence, they were 
lucky not to concede a second goal. 

Alma have to 
settle for a 
scoreless draw 

Lichfield & Walsall District Foot¬ 
ball League 
League Two 

ALMA FC 0 Queens Head 0, Eximi- 
us Warriors 0 Anchor FC 2, Walsall 
Phoenix 3 Burntwood Town 2. 

League Three 

AFC Cat 5 Three Crowns Utd 
3, Bowman FC 1 AFC Saddlers 0, 
Paradise FC 1 Bowling Green FC 5, 
Trent Valley Rovers 0 Burntwood 
Trident 4, Walsall Wheatsheaf 4 
Duke of Wellington 2. 

Under-21s 

Cannock Town 0 Chasetown Sch 
Reds 2, Chasetown Sch.Blues 0 Pel- 
sall Villa Colts 2, Pelsall Villa Colts 
UHU 4 Four Oaks Lions 3, W’ton 
Sporting 4 Barton Utd 3. 

DFL League Trophy 

Group C Burntwood Dragons 2 Wych Elm 
FC 3. Group D Dog FC 3 AFC Collingwood 4 
Walsall Challenge Cup 
Group A Oak Park Rangers 3 Swan FC 4 
Danny Donovan Cup - Round One 
Boney Hay FC 1 AFC Queens 2, Pelsall Villa 
Colts Vets 0 Dr Johnson 4 

Lichfield Charity Cup - Round Three 
Belt Road 8 Scales FC 1, Brereton Lion 6 
Prince of Wales 2, Ridware Oak 3 Poets Corner 
1, Walsall Athletic 4 Cheslyn Hay 3. 

Vlaar finally 
finds a home 
with Alkmaar 

FORMER Villa captain Ron Vlaar 
has finally found a new club - six 
months after leaving Villa Park. 

The Dutch defender, 30, has re¬ 
turned to his homeland to join Ere- 
divisie outfit AZ Alkmaar on a deal 
until the end of the season. 

Vlaar began his career with AZ 
before moving to Feyenoord in 2006 
and subsequently on to Villa in 
2012. 

He made 88 appearances for the 
Villans without scoring a goal and 
his final outing for the club was in 
May’s FA Cup final thrashing. 

After departing Villa, a scan re¬ 
vealed a tear in his medial meniscus, 
stemming from an operation on his 
knee in January. 

Meanwhile, QPR boss Jimmy 
Floyd Hasselbaink insists no-one 
will ‘pinch’ Charlie Austin. 
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Khalsa win second meeting with Wood 


Wolves SC 
grab home 
win No.9 

Wolves SC 4 
Wellington Amateurs 0 

WOLVES Sporting Community made it 
nine home wins on the bounce with an¬ 
other comfortable victory. 

It didn’t take Sporting long to get 
their noses in front against 21st- placed 
Wellington Amateurs as in the fifth min¬ 
ute a brilliant delivery by Kyle Delaney 
was met by top scorer Dan Westwood 
with a super, first time, volley into the 
bottom corner. 

On 15 minutes Josh Sarmento flashed 
an effort from outside the penalty area 
just past the upright with Wellington 
keeper Rogerson beaten. 

Just a minute later Ethan Delaney’s 
jinking run past four players saw him 
also fire just past the upright. 

Sporting made it 2-0 though on 36 
minutes as a brilliant through ball by 
Sarmento found Ethan Delaney he beat 
his marker and fired into the bottom cor¬ 
ner to give Rogerson no chance. 

Luke Stevens was called into action 
for the 1st time on 38 minutes as he 
made an excellent stop with his legs to 
deny the Ams forward. 

Sporting made it 3-0 2 minutes before 
half time as Ethan Delaney latched onto 
a through ball into the Ams penalty area 
and despite being brought down he got 
himself up and crossed for Westwood to 
unleash another super volley which Rog¬ 
erson could do nothing about. 

Stevens was called into action with 
two good saves at the start of the sec¬ 
ond half tipping a looping cross over the 
crossbar before making a world class 
save to tip a volley around the post which 
was flying into the top corner. 

It was 4-0 after a super delivery from 
Angelo Franco from a corner saw James 
Lewis rise highest to thump a header 
home via the inside of the post. 

Bloxwich put poor 
showing behind 
them for the win 

Bloxwich Mens 1st 2 
Walsall &Aldridge 0 

AFTER last week’s poor performance, 
Bloxwich were eager to get back to win¬ 
ning ways against a mid table Walsall 
team. 

After a pre season friendly loss to 
W&A, Bloxwich knew this was not going 
to be an easy game and W&A almost 
found a breakthrough very early in the 
game after a howler of a defensive mis¬ 
take. 

Luckily, Bloxwich held on and Jake 
Perkins managed to get a goal from a 
short corner after some great skill at the 
top of the D from coach Steve Mallows. 

Bloxwich struggled to find their game 
and never really got going. Despite this, 
Jake Perkins got his second goal of the 
game in the second half after a deft 
touch on an Edward Marrocco slap shot. 

Bloxwich were set the task of keeping 
a clean sheet by their coach and did so 
to the great credit of a solid Bloxwich 
defence who fought tirelessly against a 
lacklustre W&A attack. 

Bloxwich face fellow league high fliers 
Sikh Union in Coventry this weekend. 


Sporting Khalsa 3 Walsall Wood 0 

SPORTING Khalsa stayed in the chasing pack 
behind leaders Hereford with this comfortable 
victory over Walsall Wood. 

Wood were always playing catch up after con¬ 
ceding two goals in the opening 13 minutes, when 
they went 3-0 down on 45 minutes it was all over 
as a contest. 

After just five minutes Craig Bannister buried 
the ball in the net. On 10 minutes Bannister col¬ 
lected the ball on the right edge of the box, turned 
away from his marker and his shot, heading into 
the corner was well held by keeper Lee Evans. 


Chesterfield 1 Walsall 1 

IT’S football’s ability to con¬ 
sistently produce extraordinary 
moments that keep fans going 
back week after week. 

No matter how long you’ve been a fol¬ 
lower of the beautiful game, there will 
be events in every season that leave 
you aghast and wondering what you 
have seen. 

At Chesterfield’s Proact Stadium there wasn’t 
a fan, player or coach who left the ground quite 
sure what had happened in this FA Cup clash. 

That was largely due to the fact the tie was 
played in almost gale-force winds. 

But to sum up just how bizarre it was, not one 
of the 28 players that featured were claiming to 
have scored at the final whistle - even though the 
fixture produced two goals. 

It was Jason Demetriou who gave the Saddlers 
a 19th-minute lead - the full-back doing bril¬ 
liantly to get into the box, burst to the byline and 
ping in a cross. 

International 

Disappointed with his effort, the Cypriot in¬ 
ternational turned away, only to find out from 
the crowd that his cross had somehow gone in - 
thanks to a combination of the wind and a deflec¬ 
tion off Richard Wood. 

“I smashed it across goal, heard fans complain, 
looked up and it was in,” the bemused 28-year-old 
said afterwards. 

But if that was strange, things got even more 
odd for Chesterfield’s 89th-minute leveller. 

For starters, Adam Chambers was fouled not 
once, but twice, in the build-up - yet he was the 
man penalised for a foul on Dan Gardner. 

And despite the ball appearing to go out of play 
from the resultant free-kick, a goalmouth scram¬ 
ble ensued with either Sam Hird, Sam Morsy or 
one of five Walsall players getting the final touch. 
Morsy was credited with the goal by Chesterfield 
officials although Opta - the official stats com¬ 
pany - gave it to Lee Novak. 

It was a crazy end to a crazy game, but while 
Chesterfield scored late they more than deserved 
their equaliser. 

With the wind against them, Walsall showed all 


Football 


Three minutes later the hosts were two ahead, 
a free kick in the centre of the D from Bannister 
cannoning off the left hand post, Bradley Lawley 
first to the loose ball to fire into the roof of the 
net. 

On 30 minutes Marvin Nisbett won the ball on 
halfway and raced through the centre before play¬ 
ing the ball right to Bannister who stepped inside 
one challenge before being robbed by a superbly 
timed tackle from Steven Hayles. 

Right on the whistle for half time Franco fed 


their spirit and character to get to half-time with 
a clean sheet. Every goal-kick or clearance the 
Saddlers made went sailing back towards their 
own goal, so extreme was the weather. 

Yet they stood tall defensively, got a goal and 
deservedly went in at the break ahead. 

But for reasons way beyond this reporter’s un¬ 
derstanding, the wind that helped Chesterfield 
in the first half, continued to help them in the 
second. 

“I thought the conditions would help us in the 
second half,” said caretaker manager Jon Whit¬ 
ney. “But it actually helped them. The ball kept 
dropping down into the middle third, we couldn’t 


Mensah Kinch wide right, his cross into the cen¬ 
tre was met by the head of Bannister, Evans with 
a superb save to push the ball over. 

From the left wing corner Marvin Nisbett bun¬ 
dled the ball home at the near post. 

The second half was an anti-climax, as Wood 
tried to make inroads into the deficit.The game 
was stopped in the 62nd minute for repairs to the 
floodlights and the game was restarted after a 23 
minute hold up. 

The first effort after the restart came from a 
left wing free kick on 66 minutes, the ball was 
headed on and Lawley ran on to head the ball 
straight into the waiting hands of Evans. 


attack the ball.” With the ball continually com¬ 
ing back at them Walsall, defended deeper and 
deeper and needed goal-line clearances and more 
excellent goalkeeping from Neil Etheridge to keep 
them ahead. But they could only hold on for so 
long. 

Most frustratingly for the 743 Saddlers that 
travelled though, the weather robbed them of the 
chance to see if the management trio of Whitney, 
Neil Cutler and John Ward are good enough to 
replace Dean Smith on a full-time basis. The big 
question now is whether the three will get the 
chance to impress again at Fleetwood this Sat¬ 
urday. 


Team’s eyes 
still on prize, 
says Jason 

DEFENDER Jason Demetriou insists 
Walsall’s players still have the belief 
needed to achieve their promotion 
dreams. 

The Saddlers saw their hopes of 
reaching the Championship dealt a set¬ 
back last week when popular boss Dean 
Smith left the Banks’s Stadium to take 
over the reins at Brentford. 

Despite their manager moving on, 
Walsall remain unbeaten under care¬ 
taker trio Jon Whitney, John Ward 
and Neil Cutler with the derby win at 
Shrewsbury followed by an FA Cup draw 
at Chesterfield. 

And Demetriou is adamant he and his 
team-mates have what it takes to join 
Smith in the Championship next season. 

“The belief in this group is massive - 
it is absolutely still there,” Demetriou 
said. “We believe that we are one of the 
best teams in the division. 

“Dean Smith and Richard O’Kelly put 
their stamp on things but things are con¬ 
tinuing exactly where they left off. 

“Jon Whitney, John Ward and Neil 
Cutler have done a great job. We had 
a good week with them. They didn’t 
change much, just a few little things and 
they are running things well.” 

Walsall will be in the hat for tonight’s 
FA Cup third round draw after sharing 
the spoils in the 1-1 draw with Chester¬ 
field on Saturday. 

Despite admitting the result was fair, 
Demetriou said the players were disap¬ 
pointed not to win the game after The 
Spireites pulled level through a contro¬ 
versial free-kick. 

“For the free-kick, it was a foul on 
Adam Chambers not the other way 
around,” Demetriou said. “But as a de¬ 
fence we switched off.” 

Demetriou joined Walsall in the sum¬ 
mer from Cypriot side Anorthosis Fama¬ 
gusta. 

Grealish could be 
back in the fold 

REMI GARDE has revealed Jack Gre¬ 
alish will return to training with Aston 
Villa’s first team this week. 

The talented Grealish had been forced 
to train with Villa’s development squad 
as a punishment for being filmed in a 
Manchester nightclub hours after the 
4-0 defeat at Everton and amid allega¬ 
tions he also partied at a Birmingham 
hotel the following day. 

He again had no involvement in Sat¬ 
urday’s 1-1 Premier League draw at 
Southampton. 

But after he has played for the re¬ 
serves, Gardewill again consider the 
20-year-old for selection. 
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Vocational and Supported 
Learning Career pathways 


Level 1: Beauty Therapy - The course aims to give you an introduc¬ 
tion to Beauty Therapy whilst obtaining a Level one qualification. You 
will learn, develop and practice the skills required for employment or 
progression onto level 2. 


Day 

Time 

Start - End 

Tuesday 

6.00pm - 8.30pm 

11.01.16-01.07.16 

Thursday 

6.00pm - 8.30pm 



Level 2 : Beauty Therapy - The course aims to give you a recognised 
Beauty Therapy qualification whilst obtaining the desired skills needed to 
be successful in the thriving Beauty industry.. You will learn, develop and 
practice the skills required for employment or progression to level 3. 


Group 1 


Day 

Time 

Start - End 

Monday 

12.00-4.00pm 

05.01.16-08.07.16 

Friday 

09.15am - 02.45pm 



Group 2 


Tuesday & 
Wednesday 

9.15am - 2.45pm 

05.01.16-08.07.16 


Level 1 : Horticulture - Focussing upon the fundamental practical skills 
in horticulture, the learner will be able to learn skills such as propagation, 
planting out, preparing ground, pruning, using a mower, maintaining turf, 
vegetable growing or constructing a path. 


Day 

Time 

Start - End 

Friday 

09.30 - 03.00 pm 

11.01.16-04.07.16 


Entry 3 Study Programme for learners with learning disabilities: Aged 
16-24. -Afull time programme from 10.30 am until 4.45 each day from 
Monday to Friday. Giving learners experience of a range of vocational 
pathways to support them in career choices. 



Leisure Courses 

Sewing Bee - A great way of practising and improving sewing skills by hand 
or on the machine. This course will help you to cut from patterns and design 
items. You will need to purchase your own materials to take part in this class. 



Flower Design and Arrangements - This course will support you to practice 
a range of flower arranging designs, this is great for a hobby or take up as a 
professional career. You will need to purchase your own materials to take part 
in this class. 


Day 

Venue 

Time 

Start End 

Monday 

WHG Reedswood, Reedswood 
Academy, Bentley Drive, Walsall. 
WS2 8RX 

9.30am - 
11.30am 

11.01.16- 

21.03.16 

Monday 

Alumwell Junior-School Primley 

Avenue Walsall West Midlands 

WS2 9UP 

13.15pm - 
15.15pm 

11.01.16- 

21.03.16 

Tuesday 

Sure Start Darlaston, llmington 
House, Crescent Road, Darlaston. 
WS10 8AE 

9.45am - 
11.45am 

12.01.16- 

22.03.16 

Wednes¬ 

day 

Cottage Nursing Home, 57/58, 
Blakenhall Heath, Walsall. WS3 

1 HS 

10.00am - 
12.00am 

13.01.16- 

23.03.16 

Friday 

Old Church Address: School St, 
Wednesbury, West Midlands WS10 
8DL 

09.00am - 
11.00am 

15.01.16- 

25.03.16 


Developing Artistic Skills - This course will help you to learn to draw, paint 
and will develop your artistic skills. You may be a beginner or already have 
some experience in this field. You will need to purchase your own materials 
to take part in this class. 


Day 

Venue 

Time 

Start End 

Monday 

Aldridge Community Centre, 
Anchor Meadow, Middlemore 
Lane, Aldridge. WS9 8AN 

01.30pm - 
03.30pm 

04.01.16 - 

Thursday 

Aldridge Community Centre, 
Anchor Meadow, Middlemore 
Lane, Aldridge. WS9 8AN 

10.00am - 
12.00 

04.01.16 - 


Start End 
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At WACC we can support you to develop your readiness for work. We offer ways 
of getting you ready for apprenticeships if you are not at that stage. We specialise 
in tailor made study programmes where you can build on your Maths and English 
and gain an insight into more specific employtment areas. For example, Business 
Admin or AAT Accountancy. We can help you to explore career options that might 
be open to you that you haven't thought of yet. At the same time, if you need to 
improve your Maths and English we can help with that. 

Pre-Apprenticeship schemes on 
offer in January 2016 

• A Pre-Traineeship programme (Personal and Social Devel¬ 
opment focus) 

• Traineeship Sports 

• Traineeship Customer Service (Face to face and call centre) 

• Traineeship Health and Social Care/Childcare 

Apprenticeships on offer at WACC 

• Social Media 

• Business Admin 

• Supported Teaching and Learning (Classroom Assistant) 

• Children and Young People's Workforce Level 3 (Childcare) 

• IT 

• Fitness and Aquatics 

• AAT Accounting 

• Horticulture 

• Beauty 

• Hospitality and Catering 

• Customer Service (Retail or Call Centre) 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Facilities Services 


How WACC could work for you 




Alisha Brittain (Business Admin Apprentice) 

Alisha Brittain is 18 years of age and is an Apprentice at Walsall 
Council's Fleet Services team. 


"I am currently working with a team to help resolve people's 
complaints, so I tend to put jobs on the system so our crews can 
go out and do the work to resolve the issues. I also help out with 
general admin work. I cover in the MOT bay when it is needed, 
which means I deal with customers a lot. Also, I am allowed up to 3 
hours a week 'study time' while in work. 


Dale Bradley (Social Media Apprentice) 

Dale Bradley is 20 years old and is currently a Social Media 
Apprentice with Walsall Adult and Community College. Dale first 

came to WACC as a 
Digital Engineering 
Trainee. "The 
Traineeship enabled 
me to think about my 
career whilst learning 
at college. I did my 
placement in the 
Marketing team and 
from that I realised 
that this was what I 
wanted to do. I am 
now looking after 
the college's website 
and all of it's social media marketing. It has been a great progression 
for me and now I feel like my prospects are really good". 



Call WACC on 01922 663000 


email: info@wacc.ac.uk 

www.wacc.ac. u k 





Reuben Taylor-Phillips (IT Apprentice) 

Reuben Taylor-Phillips is on an Apprenticeship with WACC and is 

based at local IT 
company, 'Repc' 
in West Bromwich. 
Reuben decided to 
change course after 
his AS level exams in 
the 6th Form of his 
High school. "I felt 
I needed a change 
from school" he 
said, "I had been 
there long enough". 
He comes to the 
college's Hawbush 
Centre every Friday for his ICT course and spends the rest of his 
week learning on the job at Repc. "This is a great place to work and 
the WACC is a great place to learn. "This is a fantastic opportunity 
for me to learn a great trade and earn as I learn", said Reuben. 
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Functional Skills free courses 


Course 

Day 

Time 

Start date 

Number of weeks 

Venue 

a 

English Level 2 

Tuesday 

9:15am-12:15pm 

19/01/2016 

22 weeks 

Hawbush 

■ 

Maths Level 1 and Level 2 

Friday 

12:15pm-3:15pm 

15/01/2016 

21 weeks 

Hawbush 

■ 

English Entry 1 and Entry 2 

Wednesday 

9:30am-12:15pm 

13/01/2016 

22 weeks 

Hawbush 


Maths Entry 1 and Entry 2 

Wednesday 

12:45pm-3:00pm 

13/01/2016 

22 weeks 

Hawbush 


English Level 1 and Level 2 

Thursday 

6:00pm-9:00pm 

14/01/2016 

22 weeks 

Hawbush 


Maths Entry level 3 and Level 1 

Tuesday 

6:00pm-9:00pm 

12/01/2016 

23 weeks 

Hawbush 

C 


ICT User qualification-Level 1/2 Wednesday 9:30am-12:30pm 13/01/2016 


23 weeks 


II 



Hawbush 


Do you need a 'Fast Track' to gaining better qualifications in English or Maths to improve your prospects or progress in 
your chosen career? If so, join one of our courses this January. They are FREE. 

Courses for ESOL Learners 

In addition to our ESOL provision, we offer many other courses for learners in the Caldmore/Palfrey Communities, both community learning and accredited 
courses such as Business Admin Business Admin, AAT, Community Interpreting, ESOL and much more. We are enrolling now for January start dates. Don't 
delay, call us today! 



Course 

venue 

start date 

Days 

Time 

LI Award in Personal development 

Whitehall 

17/01/2016 

Monday 

09:30-15:00 

Beginners' guide to Business Administration 

Whitehall 

20/01/2016 

Wednesday 

09:30-12:30 

Beginners' guide to 'Highway Code' 

Whitehall 

15/01/2016 

Friday 

09:30-11:30 

Beginners' guide to 'Life in the UK' 

Whitehall 

15/01/2016 

Friday 

09:30-12:30 

L3 Certificate in Community Interpretation 

Whitehall 

25/02/2016 

Thursday 

09:30-15:00 

Maths for All 

Whitehall 

13/01/2016 

Wednesday 

09:30-12:30 


We have ESOL courses at various 
times every day of the week. Call 
us to book your place. 


New Home Office rules for visa applications 

Are you applying for: a spouse or partner visa 

or: Indefinite leave to remain in the UK or British Citizenship? 

At WACC we are a Listed SELT Course Provider 

This means we can prepare you for the Trinity College GESE (Graded English Speaking Exam) 
Grade 2 and 5 tests approved by the Home Office. We can also help you to prepare for the 

"life in the UK' test. 



F REPARATION 


COURSES 

■ 


tor 


TRINITY 

Secure English 
Language Tests 



FULL COURSE LISTINGS 

Go to our website or phone for a prospectus. 


r 




Beginners Spanish 
Advanced Spanish 
Improvers French 
Proficiency French 


Call us now on: 01922 663000 email info@wacc.ac.uk 


www.wacc.ac.uk 
































































